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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


THE VIEW THAT, as the housing programme expanded 
towards the 300,000 target, less timber would be available per 
house was expressed in an interview by Sir Percy Mills.. p.459 


THE MINISTRY OF WORKS are working out a system 
whereby an advance signal could be given to successful applicants 
for building licences that a licence was going to be issued, said 
Mr. David Eccles at a meeting of the Association of Building 
Technicians on September 25. This would enable the applicant 
to start ordering the necessary materials. p. 473 








“ WORKS AND BUILDINGS” 
THE WAR 


N the “ History of the Second World War” series of 
volumes which is now in course of production, under the 
editorship of Mr. W. K. Hancock, one dealing with “‘ Works 
and Buildings,” by Mr. C. M. Kohan, O.B.E., M.A., has 
It is of great interest to all who were in any 
way concerned with war-time building. Though it does not 
profess to be exhaustive, it gives, from the official point of 
view, as complete a picture of the war-time building effort 
as one could expect in a single volume running, as this one 
does, to over 200,000 words. 


Essentially it is a history of the Ministry of Works and 


IN 


_ Buildings, and its relations with the building industry and 


with the other Government Departments. It begins with the 
initiation of the Government’s building programme in 1936, 





* London: H.M. Stationery Office and Longmans. Price 323. 6d. net. 








when war began to loom, and describes the attempts to 
co-ordinate and control building through inter-departmental 
committees and informal consultations with the building and 
civil engineering industries until, in October, 1940, it became 
clear that much more drastic action was necessary in the 
interests of efficiency and economy and the prosecution of 
the war, and it was decided to enlarge the Office of Works 
organisation into the Ministry of Works to control building 
effectively, with Sir John (now Lord) Reith as the first Minis- 
ter, and Mr. (now Sir) Hugh Beaver as Priority Officer for 
the Ministry and Controller of Building Materials—after- 
wards Director-General. 


The need for the change was urgent. The building pro- 
grammes of the various Departments were greatly in excess 
of the man-power.and materials resources of the industry ; 
Department was competing with Department; costs were 
rising unduly, and to add to the difficulties much “ luxury ” 
building was still being done. Many will recall the energetic 
campaign that was carried on in the early months of the war 
for the continuation of a large volume of private building 
unconnected with the war effort, a campaign reminiscent of 
the optimistic “‘ Business as Usual” cry at the outbreak of the 
First World War. Many now had to learn the unpleasant 
lesson that total war left no scope for normal business, except 
that which contributed to the war effort. 


Ideally, no doubt, the new Ministry should have taken over 
responsibility for all Government building, but this was 
found to be impracticable. Several Departments had their 
own construction organisations, including the Admiralty, 
the War Office and the Air Ministry; and they were not pre- 
pared to pass them over to the aew Ministry nor to lose 
control of their own building work. In the upshot, however, 
the M.O.W. did act as agent for the building work of 
some of the other Departments. 


Regulations were evolved by the Ministry, and accepted 
by the industry, covering the restriction of civil building, the 
control of materials, the regulation of contracting under- 
takings, forms of contract and contractors’ records, the control 
of employment and payment by results. Mr. Kohan describes 
in a good deal of detail the efforts of the Ministry to bring 
departmental building under effective control by a system of 
priorities and allocations, but without success. Twice the 
Prime Minister intervened. Ultimately, after much trial and 


| error, including the setting up of inter-departmental Building 


Directorates, the impartial administration of the building 
programme by the M.O.W. was accepted by the Departments 
on a system of “labour ceiling allocation.” Labour had 


‘become the limiting factor and Departments had toarrange their 


own priorities of work within their quotas of labour. 


The difficulties of the Ministry on its formation were 
intensified by the incompletely organised state of the industry 
and the lack of statistical information on the availability and 
distribution: of man-power. On the first point, it was of 
urgent importance that the industry should be effectively 
represented in its negotiations with the Ministry, and, although 
much had been hoped of it in this connection, the Building 
Industries National Council was found to be an unacceptable 
body. B.I.N.C. provided an excellent platform for publicity 
and propaganda, but there were several important gaps in its 
membership which were never filled. Ultimately, the repre- 
sentative Central Council fof Works and Buildings was set 
up (afterwards the National Consultative Council of the 
Building and Civil Engineering Industries), which proved an 
effective channel of approach by the Ministry to all the 
industrial interests. 


The next step was the Registration of Contracting Under- 
takings, and after October 1, 1941, no person could carry on 
such an undertaking unless registered with the M.O.W. and 
holding a certificate of registration. The census carried out 
in 1942 revealed some astonishing figures ; it was shown that 
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“* 80,000 firms in the building industry employed an average of 
six workers, varying from the ten largest firms, employing an 
average of 10,000 workers each, to 30,000 one-man firms 
employing no workers at all. The last figure,” it was stated, 
“ presumably excludes many village ‘ handymen ’ doing odd 
building jobs.” This census proved to be of immense value 
in the control of man-power and the placing of contracts. 

In succeeding chapters Mr. Kohan describes the methods 
of control adopted by the Ministry over building materials, 
contractors’ plant and the repair of air-raid damage, and 
gives an account of the Works and Buildings Emergency 
Organisation. The formidable building programmes of the 
various Government Departments are then described, and 
chapters entitled Retrospect and Prospect give respectively, 
inter alia, an insight into the Ministry’s controlling ‘“ Sixth- 
Floor Organisation,” and an account of its admirable activities 
in regard to post-war building policy—housing, standardisa- 
tion, codes of practice, post-war building studies, scientific 
research, building apprenticeship and training, productive 
efficiency, etc. ‘The book ends with a series of notes and 
appendices on a great variety of subjects. 

This is a factual survey of the war-time activities of the 
M.O.W., written with great clarity and skill; it is also an 
official history, the author having been given full access to 
official documents, but being responsible, with the Editor, 
for the statements made and views expressed. ‘Though a few 
departmental officials, permanent and temporary, and a few 
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individuals in the building industry, are mentioned by name, 
there is no estimate of the value of their work; for, as the 
Editor writes in an introductory note, ‘‘ My colleagues and I 
remain bound to respect the constitutional principle of 
Ministerial responsibility. We cannot indulge ourselves by 
giving good or bad marks to officials who are debarred from 
explaining or defending their actions.” Thus the book is 
inevitably somewhat lacking in warmth and human interest, 
though a good deal of liveliness on occasion may be inferred 
from references to what were apparently heated representa- 
tions to the Ministry by organised bodies and others. It can 
be sensed, too, that among the “‘ permanents” of the old 
Office of Works there was no great enthusiasm for the new 
Ministry nor for the inevitable introduction of a large number 
of “‘ temporaries.” ‘Though it would be indiscreet to discuss 
such matters in an official history, one would have thought it 
unnecessary to remain silent on the reasons for the sudden 
departure from the Ministry of two such notable Ministers as 
Lord Reith and Lord Portal. Perhaps one day a distinguished 
“temporary ” will write his uninhibited memoirs. 


However that may be, there can be no reservations on the 
picture here presented of the joint work of the M.O.W. and 
the building industry under the stresses of war. Whatever 
the failings of the industry in detail it did a splendid job in the 
aggregate, with a heavily depleted and ageing labour force 
working under difficult and often dangerous conditions. 
This book is a solid tribute to its success. 








THE REBUILDING OF CANTERBURY. A row of new shops with flats above on the north side of Burgate, Canterbury. The 
brick frontage is varied by rounded arches and colonnades. The shops back on to the Cathedral precincts, and are the responsibility of the 


Dean and Chapter. Mr. $. L. Denman, F.R.1.B.A., was the architect. 


The general contractors were Messrs. Fohn Wiltshier and Co. 
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Regional Housing Production Boards 


Their Work “A Great Success,” says Sir Percy Mills 
. By a special representative of ‘‘ The Builder” 


The formation of Regional Housing Boards was announced by Mr. Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and Local Government, on Fanuary 22, following which 
eleven Boards were set up, corresponding with the Ministry of Works regions. 
The Boards consist of regional officers of the Ministries of Works, Housing and 
Labour joined by representatives of the appropriate employers’ associations and 


the trades unions, and meeting under an independent chairman. 


Each Board has 


the assistance of a representative of the Royal Institute of British Architects who 


is, however, not a member of the Board. 


The Boards were set up to advise and assist in increasing the flow. of houses. 
In Mr. Macmillan’s words, “‘ they will try to cut out red tape and simplify pro- 
cedure ; to help solve the production problems thrown up from time to time and 
from area to area as the programme develops ; to break bottlenecks ; to overcome 
shortages and to deal rapidly with all the difficulties which will inevitably arise.” 
All eleven Boards had been set up by May, and so far no account of their work 
has been made public. In the following interview with a representative of “ The 
Builder”’ (the first he has given), Sir Percy Mills, K.B.E., honorary Special 
Adviser on Housing to the Minister, described the work of the Boards and answered 


questions on the housing drive. 


. B bes success of the Regional Housing 

Boards has exceeded all our expec- 
tations,” said Sir Percy Mills. ‘‘ It is an 
open secret that there were some who 
felt that the Boards had no valuable 
function, but the value of the work they 
are doing is proving itself beyond any 
doubt. The figures of houses completed 
in 1952 to the end of July—130,949 as 
compared with 108,051 in the same period 
of 1951—speak for themselves. 


“The Boards work to produce an 
atmosphere of helpfulness. If the build- 
ing industry is to give of its best, it needs 
among other things a full order book, 
continuity of programme, and adequate 
materials and labour. The Regional 
Boards continually watch these matters 
and ensure the necessary attention to 
them. 


“The Boards have to deal with about 
1,500 local authorities of varying resources 
and needs. Some have staggering needs, 
often seemingly beyond their powers to 
cope with; others have the particular 
difficulties associated with rural districts ; 
all have special problems connected with 
labour and materials. 


‘We find the best way to help authori- 
ties tackle these problems is to break down 
each region into zones. ‘There may be as 
many as twenty zones in a single region. 
We regard a zone as an area within which 
a man can live and get to his work, or 
within which a builder can operate econ- 
omically. The first step is taken by the 
Regional Officers of the Ministry of 
Housing who assess the needs and re- 
sources of each zone and are able to build 
up a regional picture of housing needs and 
availability of labour and materials, and 
to note any special difficulties. Only a 
machine which works on a local basis can 
do such a job successfully. It is then the 
duty of each Board to assist in the smooth 
flow of labour and materials, and to clear 
any bottlenecks. The presence on the 
Board of the Regional Officers, M.O.W., 
means that the immediate attention of the 
Ministry responsible for the supply of 
materials can be engaged. 





Sir Percy Mills, K.B.E., hon. Special Adviser 
on Housing to the Minister of Housing. 


“‘T believe,” said Sir Percy, ‘‘ that the 
whole success of this scheme comes from 
the fact that the service of the chairmen 
and the members of the Boards is given 
voluntarily. Each Board has a statutory 
fortnightly meeting but in practice it 
meets more often—on several successive 
days where necessary—and so makes 
considerable demands on the time of its 
members. This is most willingly given, 
and the climate of enthusiasm, helpful- 
ness and drive that is engendered un- 


doubtedly leads to greatly improved 
production.” 
AUTHORITY v. PRIVATE 
HOUSING 


Asked to explain the position of private 
house development vis-a-vis local authority 
housing, Sir Percy said that, so far as the 
Boards were concerned, there was no 
conflict. ‘‘ The decision of what pro- 
portion of the total housing programme is 
given to private enterprise rests with the 
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local authority, within the statutory 
limits.” All the Board could do, and 


all they would wish to do, was to indicate 
any particular need or demand for 
private houses, and to hope that action 
would follow. ‘‘ In most cases,” added 
Sir Percy, “it does.” 


In response to the question of what 
help the Board was able to give private 
builders in respect of land acquisition and 
block licences, Sir Percy said that though 
difficulties varied from district to district, 
sites were not as yet a major problem 
where the local authorities had exercised 
the necessary foresight, as most of them 
had done. ‘I should say,” he added, 
“‘that they may shortly become so.” 
As to block licences: “We are well 
aware of the economies that can be made 
by building houses in groups, but the 
requirement made of builders that they 
must offer their houses to tenants or pur- 
chasers from the authority’s housing 
lists has raised obvious difficulties ; as a 
result applications for block licences are 
not as numerous as might have been 
anticipated.” 


Answering a question as to whether the 
incidence of development charge and a 
lack of uniformity in ‘its method of calcu- 
lation were found by the Boards to have 
an obstructive effect on private house 
building, Sir Percy said that that was so. 
Neither question was, however, one for 
the Boards but was dependent on the in- 
tentions of the Government in this matter. 


Similarly with the Rent Restrictions 
Acts, though Sir Percy pointed out that 
the Boards were not directly concerned 
with the matter of house repairs. ‘“‘ The 
duties laid on the Boards,” he said, “ con- 
cern new housing only. Nor does slum 
clearance as yet come within our sphere.” 


In reply to the point that, since slum 
clearance must inevitably mean the de- 
canting of the slum dwellers into other 
housing accommodation, the Housing 
Boards could hardly help being affected, 
Sir Percy said that the problem of 
balancing conflicting claims was essen- 
tially one for the local housing authority. 
“But the Boards would naturally give 
any help they could.” 


MATERIALS SUPPLY 


In reply to the question as to materials, 
Sir Percy said that supplies, generally, 
were adequate. The close liaison between 
the Boards and the M.O.W. assisted 
greatly in securing even distribution. 
‘‘ We know that there are some districts 
such as the North-East that are subject 
to periodic shortages. This is true of 
cement but steps have been taken to over- 
come the difficulty, which is one of dis- 
tribution.” 


On timber supplies, Sir Percy said: 
“The plain fact is that in the present 
situation of our balance of payments, we 
cannot afford to import increasing quan- 
tities of softwood or to draw excessively on 
stocks. It may well be that we shall have 
to do with even less than the 1.5 standards 
now allowed per house for, as the annual 
number of new houses rises towards its 


(Continued on page 461.) 
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A New Approach to Criticism 


1—THE ATTITUDE OF THE LAYMAN 
AND THE MAGIC OF NUMBERS 


By ERIC AMBROSE, FRIBA 


AM convinced that the desire to under- 

stand the inner meaning of what is 
loosely termed ‘“‘ Art,”’ and to possess the 
ability to criticise intelligently the many 
and varied artistic productions which 
are offered to the public, are by no means 
confined to the professional student or the 
mature artist. 


The oft-repeated cliché, “ I don’t know 
much about art, but I do know what I 
like,” is merely the shield which the lay- 
man raises to protect himself from possible 
ridicule, or the attack which he fears will 
be made upon his judgment—a judgment 
he cannot support with technical jargon. 
Bewildered by paintings which suggest 
the stampede of a quadruped across an 
upturned paint pot; confused by the gran- 
deur of a Greek temple in concrete where, 
awe-struck, he pays his rates; or reduced 
to surly class-consciousness by ‘“ box- 
like ” functional dwellings on the “‘ better- 
class” estates, it is no wonder that he is 
continually on the defensive, lacking as he 
does the power to express 
adequately his intense 
opposition to that which 
disturbs his critical judg- 
ment. 

In the past it was not 
difficult to gain a reputa- 
tion as a critic of art. 
Provided that one was 
well read and understood 
a little of what had gone 
before, it was possible 
to speak as a “ cultured” 
individual and be listen- 
ed to with respect. 


To-day, when modern- 
ity appears to have 
outpaced the philosophy ~* 
of art, the spectator 
stands aghast, stunned, 
unable to orientate his 
feelings, and, quite incapable of relating 
what he sees to his own accepted philo- 
sophy, up goes the shield, and a sullen “‘ I 
know what I like ” issues from his lips. 


This search for a philosophy to explain 
the reason for our likes and dislikes, to 
enable us to “‘ understand art,” has been 
carried on for many centuries, the old 
theories as they were discarded giving rise 
to new. Every fresh book as it appeared 
found its staunch advocates and its equally 
antagonistic detractors, whilst erudite 
arguments were waged over matters which 
have seemed of little importance to the 
layman, who, in many cases, God bless 
him, was not entirely wrong! On the 
other hand, when placed in a position of 
power over the artist, he has been known— 
not unlike the professional critic—to vent 
his bitter frustration by autocratic obstruc- 
tion and, for this reason alone, the artist 
ought to be prepared to go to the same 
lengths in his efforts to educate the layman 
as he does in his heroic attempts to en- 
lighten the critic ! 





The layman should be encouraged to 
express himself—for if he remains a 
tongue-tied sullen who refuses to argue, 
then he cannot learn, for it is only by argu- 
ment, even of the most vehement kind, 
that man progresses, sharpening his wits, 
amending his views and learning even 
from the weaknesses of his own stated case. 


IS THE BASIS ADEQUATE? 


Is the basis of criticism, the yardstick 
by which we have been accustomed to 
measure art in general and architecture 
in particular, for the past 3,000 years, 
inadequate for our needs to-day ? 

The ability to understand art can only 
be attained when we understand ourselves. 
This is a simple truth of such magnitude 
that until it is fully realised it becomes 
impossible to seek a reason as to why one 
man’s artistic meat is another man’s 
esthetic poison. 

All sciences which deal with the study 
of the human mind and human behaviour 





“Ts the basis of criticism... 


—and it is the human mind which is the 
final arbiter of all artistic appreciation— 
are intricately interwoven so that it be- 
comes quite impossible to view the prob- 
lem from the standpoint of the artist 
alone. So extensive are becoming the 
advances in all branches of science that it 
is impossible for one man alone to be 
entirely informed on all new ideas, de- 
velopments, techniques and_ technical 
discoveries, or the results of research in 
subjects even closely related to his own 
work. 

That this is so is abundantly proved in 
all walks of life. Government study 
groups have tackled advancement in many 
fields and the results are already paying 
dividends. It is perhaps a world-wide 
tendency whereby the “little man” is 
giving way to the larger, more powerful, 
and (whether we like it or not) better 
equipped groups either under the egis 
of State or private corporations. 


Let us therefore examine this question 
of “Artistic Appreciation” in a new, 
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broader light, attempting to realise that 
in nine cases out of ten when we become 
embittered about a work of art we should 
do well first to examine our own mental 
make-up and background. 


THE MAGIC OF NUMBERS 


Man is not only a peculiarly gregarious 
creature; he forms intense loyalties for 
his own particular flock, and if we mini- 
mise the effect of rivalry for leadership 
within the flock, he gives his support to 
the established leader when danger 
threatens ; It is not surprising, therefore, 
that we find little communities of men 
established in “‘ island solitudes ” of their 
own making, and in which a very definite 
tribal architecture is apparent. Paris. 
Vienna, Warsaw, Rome, London—each 
possesses its own stamp, and it would be 
hopeless to attempt to make an apprecia- 


.tion without knowing a great deal about 


the lives of their people and the history 
which produced them. 


Yet throughout the divergent cities of 
the Western world to which we have 
referred, there runs a thread binding each 
to the other, so that ‘‘ one skilled in the 
art”’ is able to understand the aspirations 
of the builders who produced individual 
works of art, so unlike, yet at the same 
time so clearly related to, their counterparts 
in other large cities. 


THE ARCHITECTURAL “ STYLES ” 


The answer, of course, is to be found 
in the ‘‘styles’’ which arose in the past 
and which were governed by rules and 
regulations intended to preserve them 
against those rebels who would detract 
from their “beauty” by innovation. 
The rules and regulations were protected 





Shaws Vote 
. . inadequate for our needs... 


by the writings of the ancients who pro- 
duced a philosophy to explain the works 
which were found to be acceptable to the 
eye and mind of the beholders. 


For 2,000 years the basis of archi- 
tectural criticism has been accepted 
as it was laid down by a Roman, Marcus 
Vitruvius Pollio, who summed up con- 
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temporary classical belief by stating that 
good building must satisfy three condi- 
tions—Firmness, Commodity and Delight. 
The translation is, I think, a fair one, and 
there is little the modern architect can 
quarrel with—for the three dicta mean 
precisely nothing; or, better still, they 
can be made to mean anything one wants 
them to mean, and that is precisely what 
architects have been doing for the past 
2,000 years ! 

The charge is often levelled by the 
Ancients—those defenders of the classical 
“‘ styles”? as being best suited to our 
architectural demands to-day—that the 
Moderns produce works of a purely 
mathematical nature, conceived of a slide- 
rule and delivered with a straight edge. 
This gentle slander emanates from those 
who themselves believe that the rules of 
architecture were evolved immutably two 
millennia ago, when regulations were 
formulated as part of a philosophy to 
govern every part of the building, internal 
as well as external, to be integrated into a 
system of mathematical ratios. 


Now it may seem extraordinary ‘that 
in order to appreciate the basis of archi- 
tectural criticism, we should have to 
examine the music of Greece, but this is in 
fact no exaggeration, for the simple truth 
is that classical architecture, as Wittkower 
has shown in his ‘‘ Architectural Principles 
of Humanism,” was firmly grounded upon 
rules and regulations related to the 
musical notes of the Greek cythera. 


The Greeks were greatly intrigued 
by the “‘ magic of numbers,” and it was 
Pythagoras, the enemy of every schoolboy, 
who made an interesting discovery. He 
found that in Greek music, the consonan- 
cies were determined by small whole 
numbers. Now it must be explained that 
if two strings vibrate, and one is half the 
length: of the other it will be an octave 
above it. If the strings are in the propor- 
tion of two units of length to three, the 
difference in pitch will be a fifth, and if 
they are in the ratio of three to four, the 
difference is a fourth. The Greek 
musical system was founded upon the 
octave, fourth and fifth, that is to say, the 
upper C, G and F, and lower C in a 
descending scale. These could, of course, 
be expressed by strings 1, 2, 3 and 4 
units in length. 





THE BUILDER 


A MYSTIC RELATIONSHIP 


Pythagoras, instead of arguing from 
cause to effect, overlooked the obvious 
truth that the musical scale had been con- 
structed from the lengths of the chords 
on the cythera. Instead, it was decided 
that there was a mystic relationship be- 
tween music and units of length. But the 
Greeks went further. A human pace was 
the length of three feet, and three was a 
magic number which had _ beginning, 
middle and end, and the cube of three 
(27), based as it was on the human pace, 
must of necessity contain all the harmonies 
and consonancies of the world—nay, the 
universe ! 


Plato went further still. He found the 
perfect answer in the squares and eubes of 
simple numbers, 1, 2, 3; 4, 8, 9 and 27, 
and these expressed the nature of the entire 
universe. For 2,000 years there was built 
up’ upon this magical, mystical property 
of numbers a philosophy of architecture. 

Before we smile too broadly at these 
ancient formule, let us remember that 
scientists to-day are still arguing about the 
** magic number ” which is to express the 
nature of the universe. As I write, two 
schools are divided between 1078 and 
its square root 10°*. Whittaker, deliver- 
ing the Edinburgh Memorial Lecture 
three years ago, referred to the all-im- 
portant numbers falling within three 
groups, 1 to 1,900, 10°® and 107°. 

Let us, therefore, leave our ‘“‘ magic 
numbers” to the physicists and seek a 
broader method of ‘! understanding archi- 
tecture.” 


(To be continued.) 








REGIONAL HOUSING 
PRODUCTION BOARDS 


(Continued from page 459) 


target of 300,000, so to a considerable 
extent must supplies be stretched to cover 
the programme. 


“* The bulk timber supply is not a matter 
within the Boards’ competence,” said Sir 
Percy, “‘ but it seems essential to me that 
architects and the building industry must 
continue to practice every economy and 
to develop the use of timber substitutes to 
the maximum.” 


BUILDING LICENSING 


On the question of building licensing, 
Sir Percy Mills said: ‘‘ You ask me 
whether the experience of the Regional 
Housing Boards lead me to believe that 
licensing restrictions could be taken off, 
if not completely, then in substantial 
part. My answer to that can only be a 
personal expression of opinion, but it 
would be that controls are necessary when 
there is not enough to go round—of 
labour or materials or both. Controls 
will only remain so long as these circum- 
stances persist. It is my own view, how- 
ever, that controls do make for delays and 
high costs, and I am sure that the faster 
we can progress along present lines to- 
wards our 300,000 annual target, the 
sooner will come the day when the build- 
ing industry can be freed.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


CLOSE TENDERING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I was most interested to read Mr. 

Grenfell Baines’s letter in your issue 

of September 26; whilst in no way sug- 

gesting that he is going round in circles, 

it would appear that a “ ring” comes into 
it somewhere. 


F. W. Witson [A.1.A.S.} 
86, Old Brompton-road, S.W.7. 


To the Editor of The Builder 
IR,—We read with interest Mr. G. 
Grenfell Baines’s letter on close tender- 
ing, and can go one better than Mr. 
Baines. 


Invitations were sent to three leading 
metal window manufacturers to quote 
for the supply of windows for a housing 
scheme and the following tenders were 
received : 

Firm “A” £1,208 2 10 

PO | i £1,208 2 10 
ee eee aes -- £1,208 2 10 

We do not think that any further com- 

ment is necessary. : 


W. C. Warton, 
Managing Director, 
Warton and Goodship, Ltd. 


8 and 8a, Union-street, Bedford. 


REDUNDANT BUILDING 
ESTIMATORS AND 
SUPERVISORY GRADES 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I should be obliged if you would 
bring to the notice of your readers 
the fact that 1,550 men connected with 
the building industry in such capacities 
as estimators, surveyors, agents, managers, 
etc., enjoying salaries from £400 to £900 
per annum, have been given notices of 
redundancy by Inland Revenue and 
Ministry of Works. The bulk of these 
men are in the 30 to 50 age group and 
are registering with the Appointments 
Office, Tavistock-square, London, W.C.1. 
It is earnestly hoped that any firms at 
present requiring staff will contact the 
Appointments Office, who at the time 
of writing would appear to have no 
vacancies on their books. 
Joun AUSTIN. 
Bournemouth. 


SELF-HELP FOR ARCHITECTS 


Tue ARCHITECTS BENEVOLENT SOCIETY 
has devised a plan by which architects 
and architectural assistants, while helping 
themselves, can help also the Society. A 
well-known insurance company has drawn 
up a special policy in which a small 
amount invested yearly, or monthly, can 
at the end of five years be revised to suit 
changed circumstances. A special rebate 
is offered to architects and architectural 
assistants on this policy, which compares 
favourably, we are told, with any other 
form of gilt-edged investment. Details 
are available from the Secretary, A.B.S., 
66, Portland-place, W.1. 
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General view, showing use of 14 ft. 6 in. wall units to provide high-roofed ‘assembly hall. 


LIMBRICK WOOD COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL, COVENTRY 


ARCHITECT : DONALD E. GIBSON, CBE, MA, ARIBA, MTPI, . 
COVENTRY CITY ARCHITECT 


9 ba school at Tile Hill, Coventry, has been con- 

structed in aluminium units by what is known as 
the Mark IA method developed by the Bristol Aero- 
plane Co., Ltd., and it is the first school of its type 
to be opened. One of the main advantages of this 
system of construction, it is claimed, is that its 
“ flexibility *” enables architects to plan their layouts 
in relation to individual sites and to suit their own 
individual requirements. 

The assembly hall of the juniors’ department 
provides the first example of the use of the 143 ft. 


¢ 





(maximum height) wall panels, and the result is a 
roomy, high-roofed building which retains all the 
dignity of traditional school-hall structures. The 
school has been planned to restrict circulation space 
to a minimum, but there are one or two examples of the 
use of flat roofing to provide a link between the main 
buildings. This roofing incorporates louvred top 
lighting and is supported by beams supplied in nominal 
8 ft. or 12 ft. lengths to form spans of these dimensions, 
or to be connected to form 16 ft. or 20 ft. spans. 

The main contractors were Messrs. Gilbert-Ash, 


Toilet accommodation in the 
infants’ department. 


.- 
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Interior view, 
showing in back- 
ground additional 
teaching space 
which can be 
made available by 
removing mobile 
coat racks. 


- Ltd., of London, and following is a list of sub- Gas Board; plumbing installation, J. S. Wright and Co., 
contractors :— Ltd. ; granolithic pavings, G. Wilkes, Ltd. ; internal doors 
‘ and screens, James Musson and Co., Ltd. ; sanitary 
Partitions to lavatories and heater cabinets, Bellrock fittings, Adamsez, Ltd. ; ‘‘ Challenge ” felt roofing, Wm. 
Gypsum Industries ; roller shutters, G. Brady and Co., Briggs and Sons, Ltd. ; duct covers, Broads Manufacturing 
Ltd. ; Marley plastic tile flooring, Coventry Tile Co., Ltd.; Co., Ltd. ; sink wastes, Econa Modern Products, Ltd. ; 
tarmacadam pavings, Guliston Road Construction, Ltd.; pin-up boards and joinery fittings, Kelley and Son 
electrical installation, Hartley Electromotives, Ltd.; (Coventry), Ltd.; lettering, The Lettering Centre; 
painting, F. Labbett and Sons ; fencing, Penfold Fencing ironmongery, Lockerbie and Wilkinson, Ltd. ; gates, 
and Engineering, Ltd. ; heating installation, Weatherfoil T. Sadler, Ltd., Coventry ; precast concrete manholes, 
Heating Systems, Ltd. ; gas installation, West Midlands Trollope and Colls, Ltd. ; Plymak panels, Venesta, Ltd. 


JUNIORS om. 
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LIMBRICK WOOD COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL, COVENTRY 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE R.I.B.A. SESSION 
Ts arrangements for the forthcoming 
R.I.B.A. Session look lively. On 
November 4 the president, Mr. Howard 
Robertson, will open the Session by 
delivering his inaugural address and un- 
veiling the portrait of his predecessor, Mr. 
A. Graham Henderson, painted by Mr. 
W. O. Hutchison, P.R.S.A. The 
tercentenary of Inigo Jones is marked by a 
paper on him on December 9 by Pro- 
fessor Rudolf .Wittkower. Mr. Peter 
Shepheard is to discuss the problem of 
Landscape and Architecture on Jaguary 6, 
while on March 3 Mr. Osbert Lancaster 
is to give his thoughts on the subject of 
preservation under the title The Future 
of the Past. Professor Henry Russell 
Hitchcock, the American scholar, will 
read a paper on The Architecture of 
Sullivan on June 23. In addition to these, 
the president will on February 3 give his 
address to students when the criticisms 
will be given by Mr. Howard Lobb. The 
presentation of the Royal Gold Medal 
1953 will be on March 31. A useful group 
of science lectures has also been planned. 


LONDON BUILDERS’ CONFERENCE 


On Wepnespay of last week, Sir Alfred 
Hurst, chairman of the London Builders’ 
Conference, addressed, at the R.I.B.A. 
premises, a meeting of the County Archi- 
tects Society (at which a number of 
members of the City and Borough 
Architects Society also were present). 


R.I.B.A. AND PRACTICAL 
EXPERIENCE 


THE COUNCIL of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, on June 17 last, gave 
the Board of Architectural Education 
power to deal with special cases arising 
under the new regulations for the Examina- 
tion in Professional Practice and Practical 
Experience. The board now announces 
that any student shall be eligible to apply 
forthwith for election as Associate R.I.B.A. 
if he qualified for registration by means of 
a Professional Practice Examination held 
under the decision of the A.R.C.U.K. 
Admission Committee that candidates 
who passed practically the whole of their 
School Examination before September 18, 
1951, leaving not more than two subjects to 
be taken, could qualify for registration if 
they finally completed their examination 
before July 31, 1952. 


EIGHTY YEARS ON! 

THE EIGHTIETH ANNIVERSARY of the 
founding of the Central Association of 
Master Builders of London, to give the 
name under which the London Master 
Builders’ Association was established, 
is a matter for congratulations, less 
perhaps because of the feat of completing 
four-fifths of a century than by reason of 
the remarkably progressive change of 
outlook which is to be noted in its affairs. 
Brought into being to resist organised 
labour’s demand for a _nine-hour day 
and 9d. an hour, the Association has 
proceeded steadily on its “way towards 
establishing good relations between masters 
and men, not least by the leading part it 
has played in education for the crafts and 
for supervision and management. 
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The most recent of these developments, 
the Educational Awards: Fund, was re- 
ferred to by the president, Mr. David 
Woodbine Parish, F.I.O.B., at the cele- 
bration luncheon held last week with the 
Lord Mayor as principal guest, when he 
spoke of the forthcoming prize presenta- 
tion next month to apprentices who 
distinguish themselves in the examina- 
tions of the City and Guilds of London 
Institutes, whose President, H.R.H. the 
Duke of Edinburgh, will give the medals. 
The honour which the Duke thus pays 
to London apprentices will be shared by 
all young men apprenticed to the great 
building crafts wherever they may be. 
The ceremony will fittingly take place in 
the Mansion House. 


COLESHILL DAMAGED 


THE SERIOUS FIRE which occurred last 
week at Coleshill, Berkshire, is much to 
be regretted, for the house is a splendid 
example of mid - seventeenth - century 
domestic architecture with a magnificent 
hall and staircase and plaster ceiling and 
much excellent detail in the form of 
door cases, chimneypieces, etc. It was 
long thought to be a work of Inigo Jones, 
but the late J. Alfred Gotch traced its 
authorship through the discovery of some 
notebooks almost certainly to Sir Roger 
Pratt, who designed Clarendon House 
for Lord Chancellor Hyde as well as 
Horseheath, in Cambridgeshire, for Lord 
Allington. Pratt was long thought to be 
no more than a gifted amateur, .but the 
Great Fire of 1666 led him into the prac- 
tice of architecture and his notebooks 
show that he was a practical man. It is to 








COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3 
LEFEVRE GALLERY.—Exhibition of recent sculpture 
and drawings by Barbara Hepworth. 30, Bruton- 
street, W.1 Daily, 10 a,m. to 5.30 p.m.; Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Continuing open until October 25. 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 6 
British CoLouR COUNCIL. —Opening of Eighth 
Designers’ Conference. ‘Town Hall, Chester. 2.15 
p.m. Continuing until October 9. 
Society OF ENGINEERS.—‘‘ Refuse-Sewage Com- 
10s go | Aspects,” by Mr. Hal a 
ch.E. Geological Society, Burlington House, 
W. 5.30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7 
Housinc CENTRE.—A.G.M. 13, Suffolk-street, Hay- 
market, S.W.1. p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, eb gee 8 

L.M.B.A. (CENTRAL AREA, No. 1).—Luncheon, to be 
followed by Brains Trust. Derry and Tom’s Restaurant 
Kensington High-street, W.8. p.m. 

WALLBOARD IMPORTERS’, DISTRIBUTORS’ AND MER- 
CHANTS’ ASSOCIATION OF ‘THE U.K.—A.G.M. Grand 
Hotel, Brighton. 3 p.m. 

INSTITUTE OF WELDING.—Presidential address by 
Mr. A. Robert Jenkins, J.P., A.I.Mech.E. Institution 
+ ng Engineers, reat George-street, S.W.1. 

p.m 
INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERS (GRADUATES’ 
SECTION).—Discussion on “* Surface Finish Measure- 
ment,” by i I.M.E., Storey’s Gate, 
$.W.1.. 6.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9 

TowN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ASSOCIATION 
«STUDENT PLANNING GrouP).—‘ Plans and _ their 
Implementation,” by Mr. Derek Plumstead, A.R.I.B.A., 
M.T.P.I. 28, W.C.2. 
6.30 p.m. 

SOUTH-EASTERN SOCIETY OF ARTHITECTS. —Students 
prize distribution. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 4.30 p.m.’ 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.—Presiden- 
tial address by Mr. E. Granter, ba Sc., I.C.E. 
11, Upper Belgrave-street, S.W.1. 

INSTITUTION OF SANITARY 8 A pr “ The Sani- 
tary Engineering Services for Pit Head Baths,’’ by 
Mr. J. A. Walton. Caxton Hall, Westrhinster. 6 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. Tg ae 
tial address by Colonel B. H. Leeson, O.B.E., 
Savoy-place, W.C.2. 5.30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10 

BIRMINGHAM AND Five COUNTIES c+ a TTECTURAL 
ASSOCIATION.—Presidential address by Mr. C. E. M. 

Fillmore, J.P., F.R.I.B.A. Royal sone re ag Society 
of Artists’ Galleries, New-street, Birming 6 p.m. 


King-street, Covent-garden, 
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“THE BUILDER” CARTOON 
ACANTHUS is on holiday. 





“be hoped that the damage to Coleshill 


is not irreparable, for houses of its kind 
are rare. 


A HOUSE AT MAIDSTONE 


THE APPEAL of Mr. George Beattie, 
of London-road, Maidstone, against Maid- 
stone council’s refusal to approve the plans 
of a house and garage to be built for him to 
the design of Mr. John W. Poltock, 
A.R.I.B.A., has been upheld by the Min- 
ister of Housing and Local Government. 
A report of the inquiry concerning the 
House was published in our issue of 
August 29. 


CANTERBURY PRESERVATION 


AT A PUBLIC MEETING held in Canter- 
bury on September 23 it was decided to 
form the Canterbury Preservation Society. 
The Mayor, Mr. J. R. Barrett, said that 
for a long time many people had felt a 
need for an association to guard and 
cherish the heritage of the city, with its 
main object to ensure the preservation of 
features of historic and architectural 
value, to compile and preserve records of 
such features, to take all possible steps to 
see that development in the city har- 
monized with its existing character, and 
to aim at safeguarding its character and 
charm. 


R.A. EXHIBITION 


AN EXHIBITION of about 500 paintings, 
watercolours, drawings and etchings by 
Sir Frank Brangwyn, R.A., will be held 
in the Royal Academy Diploma Gallery 
from October 10 to November 30. 


ST. MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS 


Work on the repair of the church of St. 
Martin-in-the-Fields following war dam- 
age is steadily progressing under the 
direction of Mr. S. E. Dykes-Bower, M.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., the surveyor in charge of the 
work being Mr. R. Lane. The builders 
are Messrs. Walter Lilly and Co., Ltd., 
of Westminster. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Mr. Cyrit Sweett, F.R.I.C.S., has taken into 
joa as from October 1 Mr. S. DoucLas 

TTOCK FRCS, The practice will continue at 
48, Bedford-row, W.C.1, under the style of Cyril 
Sweett and Partner, chartered quantity surveyors. 
Mr. Mattock will continue for the time being to be 
— for the offices at Wimborne, Dorset, and 
ristol. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, October 2, 1852 


THE Krinc’s Cross 'TERMINUS—GREAT 
NorTHERN RAILWAY.—This fine station is 
now completed, and will be opened for use 
in a few days.... It is a very extra- 
ordinary work, and reflects honour on its 
designer, Mr. Lewis Cubitt. Each “shed” 
is 800 ft. long, 105 ft. wide, and 71 ft. 
high to the crown of the semi-circular 
roof, without a tie. A brick wall, formed 
by piers and open arches, divides’ them. 
On the west side of the departure plat- 
form, are the offices for the general 
administration of the affairs of the railway 
(including a booking hall, about 100 ft. 
in length, 40 ft. in width, and 45 ft. in 
height), and on the east side of the 
departure platform the cab drive, 35 ft. 
in width. ... 
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Main entrance, showing sculpture by Bainbridge Copnall. Below : view from Uxbridge-road. 


CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS, HANWORTH 
N. F. CACHEMAILLE-DAY AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


HE Church of All Saints, 
Hanworth, had to be planned 

so that it could be built in two 
parts with possibly an interval of 
up to 10 years between the com- 
pletion of the first part and the 
building of the final church. There- 
fore the part of the building which 
in the future will constitute a 
spacious entrance situated under 
the roof light which appears in the 
lower photograph on page 467, 
with the lady chapel on the right 
and the baptistry on the left, now 
constitutes the whole church, and 
the lady chapel altar with its six 
candlesticks, etc., is given rather 
more prominence than it will have 
in the future. The plan shows that, 
standing under the central. top 
light, when the church is completed, 
one will look through the openings 
now filled with the organ, etc., into 
the main body of the church with 
the high altar directly in front, the 
font on the left and, as mentioned 
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Right : Photograph of model showing 

future main body of church. Below: 

Window depicting ‘“‘The Veneration of 

the Holy Lamb of God.’’ Designed by 
Goddard Gibbs. 
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before, the Lady Chapel on the right. 
The font and font cover, which at 
present seem rather large for the 
church, will then be in scale with 
the complete building. 


The main body of the church is 
planned in such a way that there is 
a view of the altar from every seat 
in the church, which also applies 
to the pulpit and lectern. The 
choir is situated at the back of the 
church in stalls slightly raised above 
the rest of the pews, and the organ 
will be placed in a gallery on the 
west wall above the choir. Thus 
the church has been planned with a 
special view to the celebration of 
the parish Eucharist which is the 
principal service on Sunday morn- 


ing. At this service the whole 
congregation takes part in the 
singing, the choir fulfilling its 


principal office in reinforcing the 
congregation from the back of the 
church, which has been found to be 
one of the best ways of encouraging 
other members of the congregation 
to sing. There is also nothing 
between the people and the altar, 
thus emphasising the fact that 
each member of the congregation 
takes his full part in assisting in the 
Sacrifice of the Mass. 


Architecturally, the church has 
been planned on the simplest pos- 
sible lines with a central space 50 ft. 
square from which the aisles and 
apse of the high altar are separated 
by brick arches. The lantern and 
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tall central Cross are supported by 
two reinforced concrete cross arches, 
the method of construction adopted 
being a combination of reinforced 
concrete for the roof and _ stone- 
coloured bricks for the walls, which 
have been left unplastered inside the 
building. 

The heating chamber has been 
placed under the sanctuary of the 
present part of the building in a 
position where it will also be able 
to serve the future church. A low- 
pressure hot-water system of heat- 
ing, with automatic gas firing, has 
been adopted, the radiators being 
painted in a gold metallic finish. 
The lighting is entirely indirect, 
strip lights having been fixed behind 
the beams facing the altar. 


The opportunity has been taken 
of emphasising the decorative possi- 
bilities of an ordinary Truscon 
roof by leaving it untouched except 
for the painting of it in an approved 
cream colour somewhat lighter than 
the stone colour of the bricks, and 
this will also constitute the sug- 
gested colour scheme for the rest of 
the church, except that it would be 
hoped to fill in the apse of the high 
altar with gold mosaic and to make 
use of gold bricks in certain approved 
positions, such as around the clear- 
storey windows. 


At the present time a_ small 
sacristy and chapei have been 
partitioned off the first part of the 
church, the chapel being used for 








October 3 1952 


, 


daily celebrations of Holy Com- 
munion and the vestry as a tempor- 
ary clergy vestry, the choir making 
use of the existing adjoining vicarage 
where there is a large hall which, 
up to the present, has been used as 
the church itself. But in the future, 
as shown on the plans, spacious 
vestry accommodation has_ been 
provided behind the high altar, 
including a small office for the 
churchwardens and for the signing 
of registers and other purely office 
work, thus leaving the sacristy for 
the more devotional purposes proper 
to the vesting of the priests and the 
keeping of vestments, sacred vessels, 
and so-forth. 


There will also be another large 
meeting room on the first floor of 
the vestry block, as it has been 
found that in a_ busy, thickly 
populated parish such as this one 
has become, it is extremely useful 
to have a large number of rooms 
suitable for small meetings such as 
Sunday School. 


The stained glass in the church, 
together with the proposals for the 
large stained glass windows in the 
north and. south windows of the 
future church, has taken a some- 
what experimental form because tne 
architects felt that there were great 
possibilities in using sand-blasted 
glass, which gives a white and 
shimmering effect in conjunction 
with pattern glass in a variety of 
colours, to intensify the whiteness 
of the sand-blasted glass. By adopt- 
ing a standard pattern for the back- 
ground in all the seven windows 
which have up to the present been 
completed, enough money has been 
saved to enable the single portions 
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Seven sacraments font and cover. 


Designed in concrete by the architects. Sculpture 


and execution by E. F. and A. T. Bradford. 


First part of church as built. Baptistry 
in foreground with Lady Chapel in dis- 


tance. The entrance to the main body 
of future church is to the left of the lay 


light. 
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of each window to reéceive very detailed con- 
sideration. Also, in addition to the economy 
of a standard pattern, a sense of unity is given 
to the whole building which is often lost in a 
church where each window is put in at a different 
time and executed in an entirely different way. The 
architects feel that what was achieved in medieval 
days (especially in the fifteenth century), when it 
was customary for a complete church to be filled 
with stained glass at the same time, is lost in mod- 
ern days when the windows are filled, often over 
long periods of time, with glass of quite different 
character. The effect of the sand-blasted glass is 
well brought out in the accompanying illustration of 
the window representing the Veneration of the Holy 
Lamb of God. This glass has been designed by 
Mr. Goddard Gibbs. 


The altar of the first part of the church has been 
built in stone by the main contractors from stone given 
by the vicar of St. John’s, Upper Norwood, which 
has recently been restored after war damage. 


The font has been executed in concrete and repre- 
sents the Seven Sacraments, thus following ancient 
tradition, and a font cover in gold leaf and various 
colours, mainly blue, has been designed to enshrine 
an ancient Figure of the Blessed Virgin, of Italian 
craftsmanship, the date of which is approximately 
1500. This Figure, which probably formed part of a 
Calvary, is especially interesting as the original 
gilding and colour have been preserved. 


The choir stalls in the first part of the church 


CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS, HANWORTH : First part of church as built. 
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have been designed so that they can in the future be 
moved into the main body of the church. They are 
executed in limed oak, contrasting satisfactorily with 


“the polished wood block floor. 


The stone carving of the Lamb of God over the 
main entrance was carried out in Portland stone by 
Mr. Bainbridge Copnall, M.B.E., F.R.B.S. 


The grilles over the windows (seen in the exterior 
views) constitute the method of ventilating the church, 
thus obviating the necessity of providing opening 
lights in the windows themselves and so disturbing 
the lines of the stained glass. 


The consulting engineer was Mr. Donovan H. Lee, 
M.I.C.E., and the quantity surveyors, Messrs. C. E. 
Ball and Partners. 


The general contractors were Messrs. Ward and 
Paterson, Ltd., of London, and following is a list of 
sub-contractors : 


Heating, G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd. ; electrical instal- 
lation, Belshaw and Co., Ltd.; reinforced concrete roof 
slabs and heating chamber reinforcement, Trussed Concrete 
Steel Co., Ltd. ; asphalt roofs and tanking, Natural Rock 
Asphalt Co., Ltd. ; roof lighting, Girlings Ferro-Concrete, 
Ltd., Feltham, Middlesex ; reconstructed stone, W. C. 
Richardson, Ltd., Barking; oak block flooring, Horsley, 
Smith and Co. (Hayes), Ltd., Hayes, Middlesex ; terrazzo 
paving, Fenning and Co., Ltd. ; ironmongery, Nettlefold 
and Moser, Ltd. ; font and font cover, E. J. and A: T. 
Bradford, Ltd.; stained glass windows, Goddard and Gibbs; 
oak furnishings, including vestry fitments, Mr. A. Robinson, 
Kingston-on-Thames ; altar ornaments, J. Wippell and 
Co., Exeter. 





To be future Lady Chapel. 
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View from the south. 


THE WILLIAM BUDD HEALTH CENTRE, NOVERS PARK, BRISTOL 


¥. NELSON MEREDITH, FRIBA, CITY ARCHITECT, BRISTOL 


A. R. MACKNESS, ARIBA, PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT IN CHARGE 
MISS K. GIBBONS, ARIBA, ASSISTANT 
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i Sa was originally intended that a 

temporary building should be 
erected to serve until a more 
permanent one could be built in the 
proposed community centre for the 
district. This is reflected in the 
comparatively low cost of the build- 
ing and the economy of its design. 
However, the medical equipment 
provided is of the best. It is 
intended that the centre shall offer 
the family doctor better facilities for 
practice, relieve him of many non- 
medical tasks and promote co- 
operation with his fellows and other 
public health workers. 

The site is a level one facing on to 
a main avenue. The accommoda- 
tion consists of six suites for medical 
practitioners, a minor surgery suite, 
a main hall and administrative 
offices. Each doctor’s suite com- 
prises a private waiting room, a 
consulting room and a small exam- 
ination room. The minor surgery 
suite, shared by all the doctors, 
consists of a fairly large treatment 
room fully equipped for minor 
operations with the undressing 
cubicles, a recovery room which can 
also be used for minor operations, a 
store, a small waiting room and 
an adjacent test room. 

All patients enter through the 
main hall and report at the inquiry 
hatch. They are then directed to 
the appropriate waiting room. This 
hall is also used for lectures, child 
welfare sessions and other local 
authority purposes. 

The administrative rooms com- 
prise a large general office with the 
telephone switchboard and the in- 
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The main entrance 


quiry hatch to the main hall. This 
office is used for the filing of patients’ 
records as well as general secre- 
tarial work, and there are private 
offices for the nursing super- 
intendent and her deputy. 

The staff accommodation is in a 
small wing with a separate entrance 
from the car park and comprises 
a staff room which can be used for 
conferences, a small kitchen and 
staff lavatories. Ample storage 
accommodation has been provided. 


Near the main entrance is a 
covered pram shelter, and it is 
hoped that the forecourt will be 
laid out as lawns; a car park has 
been provided. 

The approximate cost is £18,000. 
The price per foot cube is 3s. 643d. 
exclusive of external works except 
drainage. The following is a 
schedule of materials, etc. :— 

Main Building.—Orlit precast concrete 
units finished cream externally. En- 
trance block, vestibule and offices and 





Administration wing and tower. 
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The main hall. 


Tower.—Brickwork, 11 in. cavity walling 
with Ashton Vale Autumn Tints facing 
bricks and cream pointing. Precast 
concrete roofs. Roof Covering.—Built- 
up roofing felt to main building and pram 
shelter, asphalt to entrance block, etc., 
and to staff wing. Windows.—Standard 
metal casements. Partitions.—3 in. 
hollow clay blocks and 44 in. brickwork 
where supporting wall fixtures. False 
ceilings.—Fibreboard. Internal finish to 
walls.—Plastered above dado level 
except in stores; Keene’s cement 
dado throughout except in offices. Oil 
bound washable water paint above dados 
in waiting rooms and corridors. Flat 
oil paint in surgery suite, consulting 
rooms and examination rooms. 

dados high-gloss enamel. Floors — 
skirtings.—Beech block flooring and deal 
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skirting in consulting rooms. Terrazzo 
flooring and skirting in surgery suite. 
Cedar marble Accotile flooring and black 
Accotile skirtings elsewhere. 
Cills.—Green glazed tile in consulting, 
examination and recovery rooms. White 
glazed tile in treatment room and test 
room. Red quarries elsewhere. Doors. 
Flush doors throughout. Iron- 
mongery.—Anodised aluminium. Decor- 
ation generally—Peach-coloured. walls 
and dados, silver grey doors, dove grey 
architraves. Consulting and examina- 
tion rooms and surgery suite off-white 
throughout, except in recovery room 
where walls pale green. Tops and fit- 
tings in surgery suite pale green Formica. 
Soft green curtains throughout. Heat- 
ing and hot water installation Central 
heating throughout. Automatic gas- 
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fired boilers for both heating and hot 
water installation. Electrical installa- 
tion.—Fluorescent lighting in treatment 
room. Spherical fittings elsewhere. 
Power points in all consulting, examina- 
tion and treatment rooms. Buzzers 
for consulting to waiting rooms. 

The general contractors were Messrs. 
R. J. Cuff and Sons, Ltd., and the 
quantity surveyor, Mr. L. H. Dark, 
A.L.A.S., Bristol. Following is a list 
of the sub-contractors :— 

Heating and hot water installations, Cann 
Bros. (Bristol), Ltd.; electrical installation, 
The Beverstock Electrical Co. ; gasinstallation, 
The South West Regional Gas Board ; asphalt- 
ing and roofing, The Western Asphalt and Tar 
Paving Co., Ltd.; Accotile flooring, Korkoid 


Decorative Floors : ; Terrazzo flooring, Marble 


Flooring Specialists, Ltd. ; wood block —s. 


Stevens and Adams, Ltd.; fencing, H. 
Goodman and Son (Bristol), Ltd. 


Principal Suppliers : 
Precast concrete hutting 
units, Orlit, Ltd.; faci 
bricks, tag Ashton V. 
Brick Co., Ltd.; no 
constructed stonework, 
The Bristol Stone and 
Concrete Co., Ltd. ; roof 
lights, J. A. King and 
Co., td.; windows, 
Rowe Bros. and Co., 
Ltd.; doors, Jennings 
(Bristol), Ltd. ; sanitary 
fittings, Gardiner, Sons 
and Co., Ltd.; iron- 
mongery, The Metal 
Agencies Co., Ltd. 


Detail of the minor 
surgery treatment 
room. 
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“MUST BUILDING COSTS KEEP RISING?” 


Low Productivity has 


HE belief that we had now turned the 

corner of low productivity in the industry 
and that the prospects seemed brighter than 
they had done in recent years, was expressed 
by Mr. Davip EccLes, Minister of Works, 
at a meeting of the London branch of the 
Association of Building Technicians at the 
Building Centre, Store-street, W.C.1, on 
September 25. The Minister presided at the 
meeting, which was called to discuss “ Must 
Building Costs Keep Rising?” The principal 
speakers were Professor Ian Bowen and Mr. 
H. F. H. Rainger. 


Mr. Eccles said at one stage of the meet- 
ing that output in the industry was only 80 
per cent. of the pre-war rate. This was a 
most serious and challenging thing. It was 
one of the worst records in the country. He 
went on to explain, however, that one of the 
main causes of low productivity since the end 
of the war was the controls under which the 
industry had been operating, and as these 
were gradually being relaxed there were 
signs that output was increasing. He thought 
that there was now a chance of our moving 
steadily towards a more sensible and efficient 
system of providing the buildings that the 
country needed. A great deal depended on 
the rate at which building licences could be 
issued and on the supply of materials. It 
was the materials supply position which 
determined the rate at which building could 
go ahead. 


Advance Signal 


In this connection, Mr. Eccles said that 
his Ministry were trying to work out a 
system whereby an advance signal could be 
given to successful applicants for building 
licences that a licence was going to be issued. 
This would enable the applicant to start 
ordering the materials which he would 
require. 

Many delays on jobs carried out in recent 
years had occurred because of the sudden 
rush to obtain materials as soon as a licence 
had been issued. Some of the materials, 
perhaps, could not be supplied as quickly as 
they were needed and the result was a delay 
on the job ‘and led to the builder being 
accused of inefficiency. 


The opportunity to pre-plan a job was a 
tremendous weapon for efficiency, as the 
industry’s productivity team had stated in 
their report after observing methods in 
America. 


The reason why the building industry was 
less efficient today than most other indus- 
tries, said the Minister, was because it had 
been literally planned down to a low level of 
production. It followed, therefore, that what 
work there was to be done was hung out 
as long as possible. If the man on the site 
saw that the work was running out, it was 
natural that he would work more slowly. 
If, on the other hand, he knew that there 
would be more contracts to follow, he would 
work with enthusiasm. 


Confidence that there was plenty of work 
was the main factor in building to-day. The 
other requirements were adequate capital and 
good management. 


Referring to the proportion of private 
work being done, the Minister said that it 
was terrifying to realise the extent to which 
the private builder had been “‘ squeezed.” In 


Passed, says Minister 


the case of housing, for example, 75 per cent. 
of contract work was placed by the State. 


A Complex Problem 


PROFESSOR JAN BOWEN began by saying 
that it was important when discussing build- 
ing costs to appreciate the vast range of 
different types of operations which were 
carried out by the industry, and that there 
was no easy solution to the problem. It was 
a very complex matter to find a way to get 
building done at a low social cost. Differ- 
ent housing policies could each have their 
advantages and it was impossible to say that 
one was better than another, especially when 
we were dealing with a country with a 
population of some 50 millions. 


One might fairly ask, Professor Bowen 
continued, if the industry was well designed 
for the job it had to do. Statistics available 
showed that there were about 120,000 
employing units in the industry, which varied 
greatly in size. The largest firms were 
generally more productive than the smaller 
ones by reason of the heavy plant and 
machinery which they could afford to oper- 
ate but the small firms were efficient at the 
particular’ type of work they had to do. 
There was some evidence, however, said the 
speaker, to support the argument that there 
were too many firms sharing the work being 
done. What we really needed to know was 
at what strength (in terms of numbers of 
employees) were the firms engaged on differ- 
ent classes of work most efficient. 


On the cost of housing, Professor Bowen 
said that the Government and local authori- 
ties had acquired a mass of information but 
it was not accessible to the public. So far 
as he was aware no up-to-date figures on 
the cost of housing had been published. The 
only information available was several years 
old and he thought this an extraordinary 
situation. 


It was the opinion of some that building 
costs had not risen to an unreasonable level 
having regard to the price increases in some 
other things. But that was the wrong atti- 
tude to take, said the speaker. This was 
no time for complacency. The aim should 
be to cut present costs by 10 per cent. 
which would amount to a _ considerable 
saving on the country’s annual capital 
expenditure on building work. 


Another point which Professor Bowen 
made referred to output in the industry. It 
was a fact that it was lower than before 
the war and we must somehow improve it, 
he said. The one way in which it could 
not be improved, however, was by creating 
insecurity in the industry through increasing 
the numbers of unemployed. The promise 
of continuous work was one of the best 
incentives to higher production. 


Merchants’ Contribution 


Mr. H. F. H. RAINGER (president of Build- 
ing Industry Distributors) said that he wished 
to discuss what contribution builders’ mer- 
chants could make towards a reduction in 
building costs. 


He said that service was the most useful 
thing which merchants could offer in the 
present circumstances. They should get in 
touch with the men on the job to see what 
alternatives could be used for materials in 
short supply. They should also maintain 
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close contact with the master builders. In 
this way means could be found to keep costs 
down. To illustrate his point, the speaker 
referred to the 14s. 6d. per ton in the price 
of cement which could be saved if it was 
delivered in bulk instead of in paper bags. 
He thought that other ways of supplying 
materials at a cheap rate could be worked 
out if merchants and builders co-operated 
to a greater extent. 


Early notice from builders of what mater- 
ials they needed would be a further help 
to merchants in enabling them to maintain 
a more steady flow to the site, declared Mr. 
Rainger. 


The speaker next called attention to archi- 
tects’ specifications which, he said, often 
stipulated the supply of a product made to 
a British Standard Specification when, in 
fact, an ordinary good-quality article would 
be equally suitable for the purpose and 
would cost less. For example, stoneware 
drainpipes with a BSS. stamp were 
frequently specified, yet the vast majority 
of dwellings in this country had ordinary 
good-quality pipes which cost about 10 per 
cent. less than the first-quality type. 


Another example was yellow, hard Kentish 
stock bricks which were often specified but 
comparatively difficult to obtain. Delays, 
therefore, occurred which would have been 
avoided had an alternative type of brick been 
specified originally. 

In conclusion, the speaker referred to a 
mutual aid scheme now in operation between 
merchants and builders. Its purpose, he 
said, was to assist any builder who was held 
up on the last stages of a contract because 
he was short of one or two items of material 
which he found difficult to obtain. A panel 
of merchants, on being notified, would 
undertake to supply the necessary material 
if it was at all possible. 


Discussion 

One or two interesting points were raised 
in the discussion which followed. Mr. 
WoopBINE ParRiSH pointed out that in most 
discussions on building costs and produc- 
tivity too much emphasis was placed on 
housing. The fact was that of the total 
building labour force in the country only a 
small proportion was engaged on house- 
building. | Housing was seen out of pro- 
portion to other building work, he said. 


Another speaker said that a common 
cause of delay on the site was the absence 
of architects’ drawings. A stage could be 
reached on a job when it was necessary to 
refer to a particular drawing or plan which 
was not available. 


The training of architects was criticised by 
a contributor who declared himself to be a 
member of the profession. After five years 
training, he said, architects were familiar 
only with the aesthetics of their subject. 
Such knowledge was insufficient for the work 
they might have to do. 


One young member of the audience 
accused the industry of not making itself 
attractive to youth. It was full of old men, 
he affirmed. 


Human Relations in Industry 


The Ministry of Labour and National 
Service has issued a comprehensive report of 
the Human Relations in Industry Confer- 
ence which was held in London under the 
auspices of the Ministry from March 18 to 


20 last. The report is obtainable from 
H.M.S.O., price 3s. 6d. (3s. 8d. post free). 








474 


BOOKS 


THE LAW RELATING TO. THE ARCHITECT. By 
E. J. Rimmer. (London: Stevens and Sons, 
Ltd.) Price 35s. 


WE ARE ALL AWARE of the great changes 
which have taken place in design and con- 
struction in the last 25 years, but it comes 
as a shock to realise the extent of change 
there has been also in matters of law and 
administration in the day-to-day affairs of 
the architect. 

The late Mr. A. H. M. Brice in 1925 pub- 
lished the only legal text book devoted 
solely to the law as it affects the architect. 
Since that date there have been a number 
of important Acts and changes in regula- 
tions relating to building, which have cast 
additional burdens on the architect. The 
London Building Act has been revised three 
times in this period; the Architects’ Registra- 
tion Acts have brought into being entirely 
new rules relating to the legal status of 
architects; procedure in matters of rebuilding 
following war damage is entirely new, and 
much work of this kind will be required for 
many years to come. 


One of the biggest changes is caused by 
the Town and Country Planning Act of 1947, 
with all the complications attendant upon 
development charge procedure. Last of 
this incomplete list, but one which has 
loomed large, and continues to be a daily 
thought in the mind of the busy architect 
—Licensing Procedure under Defence 
Regulations. 

It is to be appreciated then that there is 
a big increase in the extent of the architect’s 
duties and responsibilities in his relations 
with his clients and with contractors. The 
Simon Report sums up these new responsi- 
bilities, and Mr. Rimmer, who was the 
secretary to the Simon Commission, has 
taken advantage of his special knowledge 
to incorporate some of its conclusions in 
his own work. 

In a book of this nature all matters of 
law and procedure must be accepted impli- 
citly as accurate and right. Consideration, 
therefore, is limited to the selection of 
material, and to its presentation. The 
chapter headings are in the logical sequence 
from the “ Appointment of the Architect,” 
through the various aspects of his legal re- 
sponsibility, to his “Remuneration.” There 
is a special chapter on the architect as 
arbitrator, which makes fascinating reading, 
but it would seem that a young architect, 
unpractised in such matters, would be a bold 
man to undertake the duties of an arbitrator. 

The implications of the Architects’ Regis- 
tration Acts are fully covered, and Mr. 
Pembroke Wicks, the Registrar of 
A.R.C.U.K., whose knowledge of his sub- 
ject is unique, is responsible for this chapter, 
which is set out in an admirable manner. 

Mr. Rimmer, who is a barrister-at-law of 
Lincoln’s Inn, has expressed his appreciation 
of the assistance of Mr. Sydney Tatchell and 
Mr. Charles Woodward in the preparation 
of this work, and it will be realised that the 
book must indeed be one of outstanding 
authority, combining as it does the special- 
ised knowledge of all the eminent experts 
concerned in its production. 

A. R. F. A. 


Com- 
Compendium Pub- 
23, Tavistock-street, 


THE ARCHITECTS’ AND BUILDERS’ 
PENDIUM. (London: 
lishing Co., Ltd., 


Aldwych, W.C.2.) Price £2 2s. 


COULD a practising architect of 1886—the 
year which saw the first issue of the late 
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John Edward Sears’ ‘“ Architects’ and 
Builders’ Compendium”—pick up the current 
66th production, his Victorian calm might 
well be ruffled. Heir to an age of plentiful 
materials and few restrictions (the London 
Building Act of 1894 was only a shadow in 
the dim future), he would be pained io 
discover how great a part of any vade 
mecum of the building trades must, to-day, 
necessarily concern itself with telling him 
what he must not do and what obstacles 
and pitfalls he must thread before a brick 
can be laid. 


Yet, while such difficulties and shortages 
exist, the architect and builder, to-day, 
needs to have within arm’s reach a book 
of reference which can settle a_ technical 
problem or tell him who makes what and 
where it can be obtained. Such a book is 
the “ Compendium.” 


The current issue has increased consider- 
ably in size, due to new editorial sections 
dealing with recent developments in mater- 
ials and methods, and the editorial and 
catalogue sections have been re-grouped, 
each to deal with specific technical subjects 
or trades. This should be a convenience 
to readers who will find that the Legal, Plan- 
ning and Building Regulations sections have 
been revised under the editorship of Mr. 
A. E. Telling, M.A., barrister-at-law, up to 
mid-June. The edition is, therefore, 
thoroughly up to date, including those old- 
established sections which have long proved 
their use—the Registers of Architects, Sur- 
veyors and Builders. 


There is little that the “Compendium” can- 
not answer—whether it be a trade name and 
its relative manufacturer, a point in regard 
to Development Charge or what kinds of 
building are exempt from General Develop- 
ment Orders; the telephone number of the 
regional Ministry of Housing officer or the 
address of the District Surveyor for a Lon- 
don borough. Or, again, a classified list of 
B.S. Specifications; a fire-resistance grading; 
or a recent legal decision may be needed: it 
can be found in the “Compendium,” which, 
not least, provides, in addition, a remarkable 
catalogue, carefully sectionised, of trade 
announcements which are of great value 
to those who specify. At two guineas, this 
book is an indispensable aid to all who 
design and build. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


EXAMPLES OF THE DESIGN OF REINFORCED 
CONCRETE BUILDINGS. By C. E. Reynolds. 
(London: Concrete Publications, Ltd.) 
Price 10s. I 

THE INFLUENCE OF THE CINEMA ON CON- 
TEMPORARY AUDITORIA DESIGN. By Clifford 
Worthington. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman 
and Sons, Ltd.) Price 25s. 

.*, Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Centre, “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 


ARCHITECTS’ ESTATES 


Mr. G. A. SEXTON, J.P., M.B.E., L.R.1.B.A., 
F.R.I.C.S., of the firm of G. A. Sexton and 
Son, architects, Kilburn High-road, N.W.6, 
left £44,997 (£43,854 net). Duty paid was 
£13,741 

Mr. N. M. Doncaster, architect and sur- 
veyor, of Castle Hill, Burley, Hampshire, teft 
£48,662 (net £48,423). Duty paid was £14,581. 
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NATIONAL FEDERATION 


Repair of Old Houses 


PEAKING at the annual dinner of the 

Northern Counties Federation of Build- 

ing Trades Employers, in Sunderland, on 

September 26,-Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, presi- 
dent of the N.F.B.T.E., said: 

“ There has, quite rightly, been much pub- 
lic discussion recently about the repair of 
old houses and I hope that, wher the 
Minister of Works makes his promised 
review in the autumn of the amount that 
can be spent on building works without a 
licence, he will remember that this is a vital 
matter not only to builders, especially those 
with small businesses, and their operatives, 
but above all to the many millions who live 
in houses which, unless given prompt repairs, 
will become uninhabitable. 

“We all realise that the Government 
wishes to avoid any step which would tend 
to divert resources from priority defence 
works and the new housing programme, but 
it is’ the considered view of the industry 
that the licence-free limits could be swept 
away, or at any rate raised very substantially, 
without any injurious effect on very urgent 
work. All our information goes to show 
that the last increase has made little or no 
difference to such work. To amend the Rent 
Restriction Acts requires legislation, but the 
abolition or the raising of the licensing 
limits is a simple matter. I trust that when 
he formulates his proposals Mr. Eccles will 
receive the support of the Minister of Hous- 
ing, who has made it abundantly clear that 
he realises, as we do, that the housing 
problem can only be solved by a programme 
which makes provision for the repair of old, 
as well as for the building of new, houses. 
To adapt an old adage—a brick in time saves 
nine. 


Affiliation of South Australian 
Builders 


THE CounciL of the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers has approved 
the affiliation to the Federation of the South 
Australian Builders’ and Contractors’ Asso- 
ciation. This is the third affiliation of an 
overseas organisation this year, the others 
being the Gibraltar Master Builders’ and the 
Victoria Master Builders’ Associations. 

The total number of overseas organisa- 
tions affiliated to the National Federation is 
now 12. The other nine are:—The National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers in 
South Africa; the New Zealand Builders’ 
and Contractors’ Industrial Association of 
Employers; the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers in Rhodesia; the 
New South Wales Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation; the Kenya Association of Building 
and Civil Engineering Contractors; the Jersey 
Building and Allied Trades Employers’ 
Federation; the Guernsey Association of 
Building Trades Employers; the Dublin 
Master Builders’ Association; and the Bel- 
fast Builders’ Association. 


Emir’s Visit 


The British Council is arranging a study 
programme, mainly on local government, 
during October, for Umar, Mai Bedde, the 
Emir of Bedde, who is on a visit to the U.K. 
Mai Bedde, on succeeding his uncle as Emir 
in 1945, decided to transfer his headquarters 
from Gorgoram to Gashua, where he is 
building a completely new town on modern 
lines. He visited the U.K. under British 
Council auspices for a month in 1949, 
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L.M.B.A. 
Luncheon to the Lord Mayor 


AT a luncheon given in his honour by 

the Master Builders’ Association at the 
Savoy Hotel on September 25, THE Lorp 
Mayor, SiR LESLIE Boyce, congratulated 
members on what they were doing to 
improve the craft of their industry. He 
thought the awards of medals to apprentices 
who distinguished themselves in the exam- 
inations of the City and Guilds of London 
Institute were of the greatest value. The 
importance of education, he said, both 
technical and in the humanities, was seldom 
adequately recognised by the industry of the 
country to-day. 

Earlier, he referred to the near decimation 
of the City of London in the December of 
1940 and said: “That was nearly- 12 years 
ago and there has been very little done since 
then. We have produced our plans, which 
will make our city greater and better than 
ever before. The plans have been approved, 
a number of licences granted, the finance 
negotiated and arranged, and all we need 
to complete the job are the master builders 
and the materials. That is the position in 
many other parts af the country as well.” 

Proposing the toast of the “Lord Mayor, 
Sheriffs and Corporation of London,” Mr. 
D. E. WoopsiNnE ParisH, president of the 
Association, who was in the chair, said that 
as master builders they had a deep affection 
for the City with its wealth of craftsmanship 
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Right: Seen at .the 
L.M.B.A.’s luncheon are 
(left to right) Mr. David 
Eccles, Minister of Works; 
Alderman Sir Leslie Boyce, 
Lord Mayor of London; 
Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, 
president of the L.M.B.A. ; 
and Mr. Harold Macmillan, 
Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. 


and they welcomed the opportunity of dis- 
playing their craft in the rebuilding of the 
finest City in the world. As an Association 
they were celebrating their 80th year. 

Mr. HAROLD MACMILLAN, Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, proposing a 
toast to the chairman, thanked members of 
the Association for the kindness, considera- 
tion and genuine co-operation they had given 
to his Ministry and he felt sure that he also 
spoke for Mr. David Eccles, Minister of 
Works, who was also present. 
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In addition to those portrayed below, among those 
present were: J. R. W. Alexander, W. C. Andrews, 
E. Bayliss (Chairman, L.C.C.), Rev. A. L. Bird, G. W. 
Buchanan, Sir George Burt, R. R. Costain, D. F, 
Cox, J. de Savary, G. Duthy-James, Lt.-Col. N. 
Edwards (Mayor of Westminster), C. E. M. Emmerson, 
Sir Harold Emmerson, W. H. Forsdike, E. W. Garrett, 
D. H. Green, Nigel Hannen, Ald. C. J. Harman (Sheriff), 
Sir Godfrey Ince, H. B. Kerr, A. G. Luton, Sir Charles 
Mole, Sir Thomas Phillips, J. Cassels Pinkerton, W. E. 
Rice, Sir Alan Saunders (Chairman, London Housing 
Production Board), Sir Thomas Sheepshanks, J. Strat- 
ford, J. W. Train, Sir John Wrigley, A. H. Adamson, 
P. H. Bates, L. H. Colls, J. S. Galbraith, S. F. S. 
Hearder, Major R. J. Holliday, E. L. Jones, W. G. 
Lilly, D. C. Mallam, R. H. Matthew, A. A. G. Reid, 
C. D. Spragg and S. J. Tatchell. 
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Some personalities at the L.M.B.A, luncheon, on its 80th birthday, to the Lord Mayor, seen by Harry Riley. 
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THE LYNMOUTH FLOODS 


Works Required to Prevent a 
Recurrence of the Disaster 


The following report on the causes of 
the recent disastrous floods at Lynmouth, 
which includes recommendations to prevent 
a recurrence of the disaster, has been pre- 
pared by Mr. C. H. Dobbie, M.LC.E., 
consulting engineer to Devon Rivers 
Board :— 


(THE catchment area of the Lyn river 

consists of gently sloping moors drain- 
ing to narrow, deeply incised wooded valleys 
which are still immature in form and are 
being actively carved deeper and wider into 
the terrain. The East Lyn branch flows 
westwards, collecting as tributaries the Oare 
water, Badgeworthy water, Farley water, 
Hoaroak water and the West Lyn branch. 
This last branch, the steepest and least 
mature in form, joins at Lynmouth, and 
the confluence passes through the town to 
sea with such steepness that the tides have 
but little effect. The growth of the town 
of Lynmouth is undoubtedly due in large 
measure to the beauty of the valleys above. 
This beauty is itself part of the immaturity 
of the valley forms, which involves, during 
floods, the active carving of sides and bed 
and a general movement of materials sea- 
wards. So the very growth of the town is 
linked with an activity threatening its 
destruction. 

On August 15, 1952, there was an extra- 
ordinary fall of rain over the whole area, 
with greatest intensity in the headwaters of 
the West Lyn river, the Hoaroak water and 
the Farley water. Out of a total of 9.1 in. 
in 24 hours, 7 in. fell in 7 hours and 6 in. 
in 5 hours. The thin soil, peat and vegeta- 
tion covering of the moors and valleys was 
already saturated, and underneath was only 
impervious rock. The resulting flow of water 
into the streams was enormous. Torrents 
carved deep local ravines. Water passing 
along the rock surface appeared suddenly 
as new springs on valley sides and gave 
rise to local legends of the moors bursting 
themselves. The flows in the tributaries and 
branches exceeded the “acute catastrophic 
flood” as defined for England. 

As assessed by preliminary investigation, 
the flow could be included in the list of 
extreme flood discharges of the world. It 
is much the same as for catchment areas of 
equal size in New Zealand, Australia, South 
Africa and North Carolina, while being 
much less than for India, France and Texas. 
The tiny catchment area of 39 square miles 
yielded a flow that has only been exceeded 
twice by the river Thames with all its 3,812 
square miles since measurements started in 
1883. The water that fell in one day would 
supply Lynmouth’s population for 108 years. 

These extreme floods tore down the 
valleys, sweeping along trees and boulders, 
forming dams and temporary lakes, bursting 
them, surging onwards. At places buildings 
and bridges on the valley floor were just 
swept away. At Lynmouth the East Lyn 
river poured down in great spate, sweeping 
off one row of cottages, leaving no trace, 
and cutting deep into a road and buildings 
on the other bank. Below the Lyn bridge 
it was joined by the lesser but steeper West 
Lyn branch. This West Lyn river descended 
on the town in an avalanche of boulders 
and trees, blocking its own course and form- 
ing a large dam. When this dam eventually 
burst it superimposed a huge surge on the 
combined river, doing great damage. 
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Usually English flood damage is caused 
by the height of the water, as in the Thames 
valley; in the Lyn valleys there was added 
these dynamic effects of the speed of the 
torrents with their loads of boulders and 
trees. The particular boulder accumulatiqn 
of about 6,000 cubic yards that caused the 
most spectacular damage was strained out 
of the West Lyn river by the part of the 
town standing between the river valley and 
its deltaic deposit. As the deposit contains 
at least 200,000 cubic yards, the greater part 
of which is likely to have come from the 
West Lyn valley in the not distant past, 
further contributions from this active river 
must be expected. 

Consideration of detail of the flood data 
leads to the conclusion that if there was 
any element of chance it acted by way of 
mitigation of damage, which could have been 
greater. 


New Works Required 


Although the chances of a similar storm 
in the catchment area occurring in the near 
future are small, and indeed such rainfall 
would cause immense damage anywhere in 
England, especially in Manchester, it is, in 
my opinion, necessary that in rebuilding 
the works should be able to pass in safety 
the flow from a similar storm, and from 
an even greater storm that occurred at 
Bruton, Somerset. The provision of channels 
of initially adequate size is not in itself a 
guarantee of safety. In these active rivers 
works to deal with the moving bed are also 
required, which will need inspection and 
maintenance from time to time. Such works, 
while common in Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland, would be rare or even unique 
in England. 

To ensure safety and restore confidence 
to inhabitants and visitors in times of severe 
storms, a confidence on which Lynmouth’s 
future surely depends, I consider it necessary 
to carry out river works in three stages: 

(a) Emergency works. 

(b) Works of reconstruction. 

(c) Subsequent inspection and main- 
tenance. 

Agriculture and forestry in the upper 
parts of the catchment area have not been 
investigated, but any increase in growth of 
vegetation would be beneficial in reducing 
the peak of flood flows in the valleys. 


DEVELOPMENT CHARGES 
Rating of Site Values a Better Alternative 


Lorp DouGLas OF BARLOCH, addressing 
the annual conference of the Incorporated 
Association of Rating and Valuation Officers 
in London on September 13 on “ The Rating 
of Site Values,” said it would be “better if 
development rights were abandoned. 

The only purpose which this elaborate 
machinery served was to overcome the 
reluctance of planning authorities to impose 
planning restrictions which in the past would 
have made the authorities liable to a claim 
by the owner for compensation. That 
reluctance could equally well have been 
overcome by the State’s bearing the burden 
of the compensation. In effect, that was 
precisely what was achieved by the Act of 
1947, but it was achieved by a complicated 
and administratively difficult process. 

If it were a case of choosing between the 
development charge system and the rating 
of site values, the latter would be much 
more to the advantage of the local authority 
and its citizens. 
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TOWN AND COUNTRY 
PLANNING 


Technical Broadsheets to be Reprinted 


SO MUCH INTEREST has been shown both 
at home and overseas in the Town and 
Country Planning technical broadsheets, 
issued separately by the Department of 
Health for Scotland to local authorities, 
that they have been reprinted as a complete 
set. They may be obtained from H.M. 
Stationery Office, price 7s. 


The broadsheets were first sent to local 
planning authorities in 1948/49 to assist 
them in preparing their surveys and develop- 
ment plans under the 1947 Planning Act. 
Since then requests for the broadsheets have 
been continuously received from local 
authorities and other bodies. 


The set, considers the Department, is of 
value not only to local planning authorities 
and the planning profession, but also to the 
legal professions and others interested. It 
indicates the technical framework on which 
the development plans are being prepared 
and will thus simplify the study of both 
submitted and approved plans. 


Under the 1947 Act, local planning author- 


‘ities have to carry out a survey of their 


district and to submit to the Secretary of 
State for Scotland a report of it, together 
with a development plan showing their pro- 
posals for the use and development of land 
in their districts. 

There are 24 broadsheets in all. The first 
12 deal with the surveys to be carried out 
by the local planning authorities; they show 
the type and extent of the minimum surveys 
considered necessary, the notations to be 
used in recording the information obtained 
and the form in which the survey report is 
to be prepared. The second 12 set out the 
form and content of development plans, the 
particulars and proposals to be recorded, 
and the relative map notations. 


WAR DAMAGED TOWNS 


Mr. Macmillan on Possible Government 
Statement 


Durinc his tour of Plymouth on Septem- 
ber 24, MR. HAROLD MACMILLAN, Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, praised 
the energy of those who had directed the 
work of rebuilding Plymouth since the war. 
He would not commit himself on matters 
of particular concern to the city, such as 
future licences for reconstruction work to 
continue on the Guildhall and the city 
library. The Government would probably 
make a statement, probably when Parlia- 
ment resumed, on what was planned for war- 
damaged cities generally next year. 

Referring to the question of houses which, 
it was said, were being left unoccupied, or 
even falling down, through lack of repairs, 
he said: “ But do not let us either minimise 
or exaggerate the facts. During the last few 
days I have seen figures widely quoted which 
I believe to be based largely on guesswork. It 
is said that all the ground we are gaining by 
building new houses we are losing because 
an equal number are falling down through 
decay. This really is a great exaggeration.” 

A great many houses, he said, ought to 
be pulled down. The tragedy to-day was 
that people still had to live in houses which 
would have been pulled down but for the 
war. Nearly 13 years had passed. It was 
vital that local authorities in this - country 
should begin now to consider a resumption 
of slum clearance. 
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LONDON DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN 


Opening of Public Inquiry 


THE opening statement of the public 

ifiquiry into the objections against the 
Administrative County of London Develop- 
ment Plan, 1951, was made on the morning 
of September 29 by the Chief Inspector, 
Ministry of Housing and Local Government, 
Mr. K. S. Dodd. His statement was followed 
by the opening address by counsel for the 
L.C.C., Mr. Michael Rowe, Q.C. In the 
afternoon the hearing of objections relating 
to properties in the City of Westminster 
began. The total number of objections is 
of the order of 6,300. 


There was no sitting yesterday and the 
inquiry will be resumed at County Hall 
to-day (October 3). The hearing of objec- 
tions relating to properties in the Metro- 
politan Borough of Finsbury is due to begin 
on October 9. 


Mr. Dopp explained that as there were 
so many objections, the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government had appointed 
Mr. R. A. Youll, Mr. F. H. Carr, and Mr. 
J. L. Wetton to assist him in the hearing, 
and it was likely that all of them might, 
ftom time to time, sit in different places, 
and at the same time, to hear objections. 

Mr. Dodd stated that the county council 
was willing to amend the development plan 
in certain ways, dbout which they would be 
told soon, to meet some of the objectors. 
The Minister would not reject any agreed 
amendment without giving the objector an 
opportunity of elaborating his objections. 
There was no need for objectors who could 
reach agreement with the county council to 
state their objection at the inquiry. 


The inquiry was concerned entirely with 
objections, and not with applications made 
by the planning authority; it was for the 
information of the Minister, to whom they 
hoped to submit a complete statement of 
objections. The great number of objections 
already lodged had been divided into natural 
groups, which would so far as possible be 
taken together. 


Details of the Plan 


Mr. MICHAEL Rowe, Q.C., assisted by Mr. 
J. Ramsay Willis and Mr. Harold Marnham, 
who represented the London County Coun- 
cil, said the immense difficulties and com- 
plexities of the plan had been borne in on 
them, and they had to try to master com- 
plexities and details which affected practic- 
ally every phase of the life of the greatest 
city in the world. 


Dealing with details of the plan, Mr. 
RoweE said that the passing of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1932, might be con- 
sidered to mark the beginning of coherent 
planning in London. Since then, and up to 
the beginning of the war, an immense 
amount of work had been done in the collec- 
tion of information on the problems 
involved. But with few exceptions there was 
no approved planning scheme within the 
county of London. 


The outbreak of war in 1939 chang:d the 
picture in many ways. Physically, war dam- 
age made great clearances; the dangers of 
centralisation had been emphasised more 
frequently than ever before, but, more 
important was the change in the attitude of 
the country towards planning. During the 
war opinion had changed from’a negative 
to a positive conception, and there was a 
more general, though far from universai, 
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appreciation of the economic changes which 
ultimately should result from coherent plan- 
ning. 

Under the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, the council had, in common with 
all other authorities, to prepare a develop- 
ment plan, which represented the first instal- 
ment of its programme. It had been subject 
to attack from both sides. To some it was 
a timorous production which did not go far 
enough. To others it appeared to be far too 
drastic and sweeping. But when a matter 
was attacked from both sides it might be fair 
to assume that it represented a reasonable 
compromise. When it was published in 1943 
many people were labouring under the 
delusion that peace would mean prosperity. 
They had been sadly disillusioned. To-day 
things might look a little brighter. It was to 
be hoped that the improvement would con- 
tinue and perhaps progress would be faster. 
The plan represented an average gross 
expenditure of £27m. a year for 20 years, 
a total of £543m. 


The sponsors hoped it avoided unrealistic 
ideas. More than one million hereditaments 
were affected by it, and the fact that out 
of that number only 6,300 objections had 
been lodged indicated that it was not as 
unreasonable as at first sight might be 
thought. The main problems to be solved 
in the London area were traffic congestion, 
depressed housing, inadequacies of open 
spaces, jumbled housing and industry, and 
a general tendency towards indeterminate 
extension, which had led to the continued 
sprawl of urban London along the roads 
of the home counties and the “ suburbanisa- 
tion” of the surrounding country towns 


Educational Requirements 


Such was the land bankruptcy of the 
county that they could not be sure that the 
full requirements of the Ministry of Educa- 
tion were likely to be fulfilled in London 
for many years, if ever. At present 925 
acres were devoted to educational purposes; 
the plan aimed at 2,070 acres. 

If the full requirements of the education 
plan were met school playing-fields would 
require 5,000 acres, and there was no hope 
of achieving that, but they hoped to secure 
about 1,800 acres outside the county, and 
1,400 acres within the county boundaries in 
new parks and open spaces, which would 
have to serve the dual purpose of parks and 
open spaces and playing-fields. 

There were a number of proposals which 
affected riverside users considerably. It was, 
therefore, proposed that the whole of the 
riverside question should be dealt with as 
a whole, in view of the objections, and it 
was proposed to submit to the Minister an 
amendment relating to waterside commerce 
and industry. It was not proposed to exclude 
them rigidly from the waterside, but action 
was being taken to provide areas for such 
activities. 

While the contribution of the plan to 
decentralisation might appear to be small, 
it was hoped that the proposals would be 
sufficient to stop the present tendency to 
increase commerce in the central area. New 
towns and extended towns, if successful, 
might help to make a further and direct 
contribution to this question. However 
anxious the council or anyone else might 
be, practical policy made it impossible to 
do more than the very modest proposals in 
the Development Plan. In the present state 
of the country it would be suicidal to embark 
on wholesale transfers of industry or com- 
merce from London elsewhere. 
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SECONDARY MODERN 


SCHOOLS 
An A.A. Symposium 
| ine wer ae the successful Symposia 
held during previous sessions, the 

Council of the Architectural Association 
has decided to hold a third Symposium at 
the A.A. on Wednesday, November 12. 
The subject will be ‘‘ Secondary Modern 
Schools.” P 

The meeting will last for one day and 
will consist of morning and afternoon 
sessions, during which architects, educa- 
tionists and others will speak on various 
aspects of the subject and take part in 
discussions. The fee for the course is 
£1 1s., and the list will close on October 24. 
The programme is as follows :— 

Morning Session—Chairman: A. R. F. 
Anderson, F.R.I.B.A., President of the 
A.A. “The Education Act, 1944, and 
the Post-war Building Programme,” by 
A. B. Clegg, M.A., Director of Education, 
County Council of the West Riding of 
Yorkshire ; ‘‘ Education Policies and Life 
in a School,” by H. K. Olphin, M.A., 
Headmaster of Blackwell County Second- 
ary School, Harrow ; “‘ The Physical and 
Mental Requirements of Children,” by 
H. M. Cohen, M.D., D.P.H., School 
Medical Officer, City of Birmingham 
Education Committee ; “‘ General Plan- 
ning and Grouping of Rooms,” by B. S. 
Braithwaite, M.A., Chief Education 
Officer, East Sussex. General Discussion. 

Afternoon Session—Chairman: Peter 
Shepheard, B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., A.I.L.A., Vice-President of 
the A.A. ‘‘ Economical Use of Space I,” 
by D. Clarke Hall, F.R.I.B.A., A.A.DipI ; 
** Economical Use of Space II,” by J. R. 
Sheridan-Shedden, A.R.I.B.A., Dip.Arch., 
Education Department, City of Birm- 
mingham ; “‘ Planning to Standardised 
Components,” by Richard Sheppard, 
A.A.Dipl., F.R.1I.B.A.; ‘‘ Economic Use 
of Structure and Materials,” by L. W. 
Elliott, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.I.C.E., A.M.I. 
Struct.E.; ‘‘Care and Maintenance of 
Schools,” by H. Conolly, F.R.I.B.A., 
County Architect, County Council of 
Essex. General Discussion and Sherry 
Party. 


HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT 
MEMORIAL WINDOW 


THE stained-glass window in West- 
minster Hall which has been reinstated 
as a memorial to members and servants 
of both Houses of Parliament who gave 
their lives in the war of 1939-45 will be 
dedicated by the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury on November 12, at 12.15 p.m. The 
Prime Minister will speak. 


NATIONAL PARKS PLANNING 


THE ANNUAL Report of the Friends of 
the Lake District contains a strong criti- 
cism of the failure of the District Planning 
Board to appoint its own planning officer 
for the National Park area. The Park 
contains portions of Lancashire, Cumber- 
land and Westmorland, and the planning 
officers for these three counties are 
responsible to the Board for the technical 
advice offered. The Report gives reasons 
for the desirability for the appointment 
of a planning officer for the National Park 
area. 
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BUILDING SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTE 


First Annual Meeting 


*UCH has been the progress of the newly 
formed Building Surveyors’ Institute 
that the first annual general meeting of the 
Institute was held at Willesden Technical 
College on September 27, little more than 
six months after the inaugural meeting in 
Sheffield. Mr. W. Alexander, chairman of 
the Institute, presided at the meeting and 
also at'a luncheon which preceded it. 


Mr. Cyril H. Walker, C.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 
F.R.LC.S., L.C.C. Director of Housing and 
Valuer, who was to have been the chief 
guest, was prevented from attending owing 
to work in connection with the inquiry into 
objections against the London Development 
Plan. His place was taken by Mr. A. S. 
Charlton, of the Federation of Master 
Builders. 


Mr. ALEXANDER said that the Institute 
represented the building surveyor: not the 
quantity surveyor, the estimator, nor the 
builder’s administrative clerk, but a man who 
was each and all of these. The aim of the 
Institute was to seek recognition for the 
building surveyor, to assist in planning a 
logical method of recruitment and training 
and to set a standard of efficiency (at present 
not laid down) for the fully trained building 
surveyor. 

The articles of the Institute had been pre- 
sented to the Board of Trade for considera- 
tion in connection with the incorporation of 
the Institute 





Membership Increasing 


The total membership at the end of August 
was 266 associates, 16 graduates and 11 
students. Several applications had been 
received from overseas and it appeared that 
special provision for the overseas member 
would have to be considered. 


In order that ample opportunity might 
be given to all building surveyors to join 
the Institute, it was proposed that founder 
membership would be available until the 
Institute was fully represented, with a pro- 
visional closing date of March 1 next. After 
that date the recommendations of the educa- 
tion committee would come into force and 
entry into the Institute would be by examina- 
tion only, except in special cases. 


Looking ahead, Mr. Alexander said that 
their immediate aims were: (1) To give 
publicity to the work of the Institute and 
seek further increases in membership. (A 
fresh recruitment campaign had already 
begun.) (2) To engender interest in the areas 
and regions by a series of meetings. (3) To 
create a set of standards for the building 
surveyor through the work of the education 
committee. (4) To seek representation on 
all committees and references on the work 
of the building surveyor. 


The Institute hoped to publish the first 
number of a journal early in November. 


In conclusion, Mr. Alexander said that 
the Institute had no intention of functioning 
as a trade union by settling wage disputes 
and working conditions, but it would strive 
for eventual recognition as a professional 
body, representing the building surveyor as 
a professional man with a planned industrial 
training and education. 


The address of the secretary to the Institute 
is 73, Manor Park-crescent, Sheffield, 2. 
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OBITUARY 


G. H. JACK, F.RIBA., M.I.C.E., 
F.S.A., F.G.S. 


WE REGRET to record the death, on 
September 22, of Gavin Heynes Jack, 
P-R.LBA.,- M:LCE., F:S:A., -5.G:S. 
Born at Warwick in 1874, he was appointed 
deputy surveyor to the Aston Manor 
Urban District Council (afterwards the 
borough council), in 1897, and three years 
later became chief engineer and surveyor 
to the Aston Manor authority. In 1901, 
he was appointed chief engineer of the 
Aston, Handsworth, Smethwick and Erd- 
ington Main Drainage Board in succession 
to the then city engineer of Birmingham. 
In 1907 he was elected county surveyor, 
architect, and bridgemaster to the Here- 
fordshire County Council, a post which 
he held for 26 years. While at Hereford 
he carried out valuable work in restoring 
ancient bridges in the county, and in 
1932 founded the Hereford Guild of 
Modern Bridge Brothers, a body whose 
object was to encourage enthusiasm in 
good work for its own sake, a right under- 
standing between employer and employed, 
and to render competent and honest 
service in the matter of bridge building 
and repairing. 

He was elected a fellow of the Society 
of Antiquaries in 1917, and served on its 
council (1927). For 16 years, 1917-33, 
he was local secretary of the society in the 
county of Hereford. He was elected a 
fellow of the Geological Society of London 
in 1893, at the early age of 19. 

On his retirement from the county 
surveyorship of Hereford in 1933 he was 
appointed consultant and secretary to the 
panels of architects to the Council for the 
Preservation of Rural England. 


MICHAEL 7. GLEESON 


WE announce with regret the death of 
Mr. Michael Joseph Gleeson, managing 
director of M. J. Gleeson, Ltd., building 
and civil engineering contractors, of 
Sheffield and London. He was 76. 

Born in Co. Galway, Ireland, he became 
a notable figure in the building world. 
His firm built over 10,000 houses in the 
Sheffield area alone. He was a past- 
president of the Sheffield, Rotherham and 
District Building ‘Trades Employers’ 
Association, and of the Sheffield Master 
Builders’ Association. 


GRIMSBY COUNCIL HOUSES 
Local Builders’ Action Criticised 


GRIMSBY TOWN COUNCIL at its monthly 
meeting on September 22 referred to the 
housing committee a notice of motion depre- 
cating the action of local builders in 
approaching the Municipal Group (the anti- 
Socialist section of the council) to discuss 
council house building arrangements. 

The motion, put forward by Councillor 
Matthew Larmour (Labour), described the 
builders’ action as “ most unfortunate,” and 
claimed “that such practice may cause 
public concern as corporation contracts are 
matters that must concern the whole council, 
and not one political party or section alone.” 

After hearing arguments that the notice 
of motion was not admissible, the council 
decided, by 23 votes to 17, that the housing 
committee should discuss it and make a 
Teport. 
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TRAINING A 
STEEPLEJACK 
Selecting the Right Pupil 
N UCH has been written of the work of a 

steeplejack, but it has always remained 
obscure to those outside the trade what 
training a competent steeplejack should 
receive. Successful training can only be 
accomplished by years of patience. It must 
be based on psychology, and given by 
skilled men who in turn have received their 
training with a reputable firm. 

To prevent the continued intrusion of 
doubtful and semi-skilled entrants into the 
trade, one large firm devised a long-term 
policy whereby only boys of exceptional 
calibre would be considered for training as 
apprentices. The results of such a policy 
have been rewarding. The average steeple- 
jack, who 40 years*ago would have’ but an 
elementary knowledge of building technique, 
is now a skilled workman fully conscious of 
the need for absolute accuracy and perfec- 
tion in work carried out at high altitudes. 

Boys are preferred as recruits whose 
parents are in the trade, for they will already 
have had first-hand accounts of the pleasures 
and trials of the work, and will know what 
their training will involve. Sometimes boys 


apply who have no conception of the true. 


nature of the trade, and visualise it as an 
exclusive, glamorous world. They are soon 
told of the contrast existing between the 
steeplejack career of their dreams and the 
road of hard work that leads to professional 
qualifications and success. 

On the other hand, a boy who displays 
the qualities of clear thinking and enthusiasm 
for the work will be welcomed as an appli- 
cant, and if found otherwise eligible will be 
accepted for a _ six-months’ preliminary 
training. During this time his aptitudes will 
be noted, and arrangements made to place 
him in a suitable department. This may be 
the chimney building department, where he 
will be taught the various bonds of brick- 
work, the laws of expansion and contrac- 
tion, and the reading of blueprints and 
general site management. After seven years 
he can look upon himself as a skilled steeple- 
jack chimney builder. If the apprentice 
reveals an interest in stonework, the masonry 
department will instruct him on the dif- 
ferent classes of stone, and train him in the 
working and fixing of it. He will be able 
to differentiate the various periods of church 
architecture, as his training will be almost 
exclusively ecclesiastical, and eventually will 
restore church buildings at heights with a 
minimum of scaffolding, thus eliminating 
many overhead charges. 

Another branch of the trade is the 
lightning conductor department, which 
encourages its entrants to earn an engineer- 
ing degree, thus ensuring the efficiency of 
any installation protecting vulnerable build- 
ings. The repair branch operates on a more 
general basis, and covers such subjects as 
demolition, scaffolding and steam cleaning. 

Thus it can be seen that the average 
steeplejack to-day has had a comprehensive 
training in his craft, and is qualified to carry 
out specialised work. 

These and other facts relating to the 
steeplejack’s trade are to be found in the 
first edition of ‘The Training of a Steeple- 
jack,” a well-produced book published by 
M. Macdonald and Co. (Steeplejacks), Ltd., 
Bennett-street. Mapperley, Nottingham. In 
addition to the text, there are numerous 
photographs of tall chimneys, church spires 
and other buildings requiring the services of 
the steeplejack. 
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TROWEL TRADES 
Role of the Technical Colleges 


A CONFERENCE on the trowel trades, 
a organised by the Southern Regional 
Council for Further Education, was held 
recently at the Municipal College, Ports- 
mouth. It was attended by over 60 
members of the industry and teachers of 
building subjects. Subject matter and teach- 
ing techniques were discussed in the morning 
session under the chairmanship of Mr. 
D. A. G. Reid, BSe, MIECE. 
A.M.LStruct.E., principal of the Brixton 
School of Building. The speakers were Mr. 
E. J. Elmes, head of the building trades 
department, and Mr. G. R. Hurding, senior 
teacher of plasterers’ work, both of the 
Brixton School of Building. 

Mr. ELMEs said that the teacher’s aim 
should be to prepare such courses that the 
students would be anxious to attend, the 
employers anxious to send their employees, 
or in the case of adults to encourage them 
to attend, and that the industry would believe 
in the work of the college. 

Colleges were not manual training centres; 
their work was to supplement the training 
the boy received on the job, to widen the 
scope of craft operations and to perfect 
skills. Trowel trade skills in particular were 
developed through demonstration and 
repeated student practice. 

The student should be given a clear 
account of how the college proposed to 
approach its job, and what it was the teacher 
hoped to pass over to the student in the 
different sections of the syllabus. 


Work should be distributed after con- 
sideration of the student’s everyday work 
and should be in a logical and progressive 
sequence. In this way the teacher had an 
opportunity of supplementing the training 
the boy was receiving on the job and there 
was an increased chance that the boy would 
be anxious to attend. In brickwork it was 
important to choose interesting examples of 
work, and, rather than confining choice to 
local bricks, the widest possible variety 
should be used. 

Mr. HurpInG stressed the need for good 
co-operation between the various trade 
classes in a college and the need for pro- 
vision of adequate facilities for the teaching 
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of plastering, including a properly equipped 
workshop. 

Practical plastering work should not be 
too ambitious, as the student might lose 
interest if the method and result could not 
be visualised. Those colleges running plas- 
tering departments should see that they had 
equipment and accommodation to give the 
students the right atmosphere for their work. 
The type of evening work should be con- 
sidered; all the time should not be devoted 
to making exhibition examples. Students 
should be treated as men while they were 
at the college, and the schoolroom atmo- 
sphere should be broken down. 

Employers could help by getting the 
students to the college, but the main require- 
ment was for the teacher to be well up in 
his craft and keen to give instruction. 


Discussion 


In the ensuing discussion, members of the 
conference referred to the following matters: 
(1) The need for boys to learn something 
of other jobs and to obtain a basic know- 
ledge of the industry as a whole. (2) The 
lack of enthusiasm in some areas to take 
City and Guilds examinations, and the large 
numbers studying for examinations in other 
centres. (3) The need to supplement train- 
ing on the job because of limitations on 
such training due to the austerity types of 
work at present being licensed, and due to 
the present shortages of some materials, e.g., 
steel and timber. (4) The need for colleges 
to keep abreast, or even ahead of, industrial 
requirements. (5) The use of electric hand 
tools and the nged for college instruction 
on the care and maintenance of tools. (6) 
The need to attract a better type of boy 
into the industry and to make the work 
of colleges more widely known among mem- 
bers of the industry. (7) The need for 
instilling a high standard of craftsmanship 
into the students. 

In opening the afternoon session on the 
relation between the technical college and 


the job. the chairman, Mr. Victor E. Elliott, 


of Fortsmouth, referred to the good rela- 
tions existing between employers and em- 
ployees in the industry. The speakers were 
Mr. A. P. Jenkins, past-president, Southamp- 
ton and District Association of Building 
Trades Employers, and Mr. G. A. W. Hill. 
chairman of the N.E.C. of the National 
Association of Operative Plasterers. 
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Mr. JENKINS said the country must have 
economical building construction and it was 
essential that every effort should be made 
to improve building technique. We were 
still dependent to a great extent on tradi- 
tional building methods and this was likely 
to remain so for a long time. 

The intake of bricklaying apprentices had 
been out of proportion with the other trades, 
and here builders had a joint responsibility 
with the technical colleges. The tendency 
had been for boys to choose other trades. 
If it was agreed that the brick trades had 
to be extended, then the technical colleges 
and secondary schools would have a real 
influence in formulating a policy to further 
this end. Did general education tend to 
deflect able boys from employment in the 
industry? If so. was it possible to give the 
grammar school boy an opportunity to enter 
the industry at 16? 

There should be no compunction in 
encouraging boys to become bricklayers; it 
was a highly skilled, creative job, and pride 
in craftsmanship should be made more 
general. 

Mr. Hitt referred to the improvements 
over the last two decades in facilities for 
apprenticeships and suggested that appren- 
tices should be informed of the advantages 
obtained for them through the efforts of 
the industry. ia 

Points raised in the discussion followin 
these talks included: (1) The possibility of 
colleges producing technicians rather than 
craftsmen. (2) Instruction in the use, care 
and maintenance of mechanical tools. (3) 
Co-operation with labour exchanges, youth 
employment officers and local joint appren- 
ticeship committees. (4) The demand for 
fibrous plastering and the need for the 
instructor to have had industrial experience. 
(5) Possible ways of overcoming difficulties 
caused by the transfer of apprentices. (6) 
The importance of apprentices attending 
part-time classes after the age of 18. (7) The 
need for speed of production of craft work, 
once a good level of craftsmanship has been 
developed. (8) The low status of the trowel 
trades compared with other industries. (9) 
The need for demonstrations and the use 
of films. (10) The amount of science to 
be taught to bricklaying and _ plastering 
students, and the desirability of more em- 
ployers taking an active interest in the 
training provided by technical colleges. 
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Mr. Hayward laying the first chimney pot. 





street, Deptford. 





TOPPING-OUT CEREMONY 
Reviving an Old Custom 


THE ANCIENT CEREMONY of topping-out, which has died out of 
recent years. was revived on September 26 by Messrs. Y. J. 
Lovell and Son, Ltd., when they hoisted their flag as the first 
chimney-pot was laid on Block 1 of the Trinity estate, Grove- 


A barrel of beer was supplied by the com- 


pany’s directérs for their employees, and the assembled com- 
pany, which numbered over 100, gathered on the roof of the 
building to watch Mr. I. J. Haywarp, leader of the L.C.C. 
and representative of Deptford on the Council, perform the 
actual ceremony. 

In a gusty wind, Mr. W. E. G. Hutt, the London director of 
the Company, said that the ceremony could be traced back to 
Roman times when it was the practice to place a branch of a 
yew tree on the highest point of a new building to keep away 
evil spirits. In more recent times the Craft Guilds brought in 
the hoisting of coloured flags as signals to the workmen below; 
one colour would mean more bricks were required and another 
that mortar was required. 

Mr. Hayward told the men that although they were not build- 
ing the homes for themselves, they were building for those 
people with whom they had to live and work with every day. 


“Your job.” he said, “is not only one of earning your own 


livirg, but is a great public service.” 
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A PORTABLE HOUSE-BUILDING CRANE 


Designed to assist house-building operations, especially where precast factory sections are involved, this crane is claimed to be more effective than the 


ordinary hoist, for it not only elevates components but assists also in placing them into position. , 
A hand winch raises the mast to a vertical position and elevates the jib. The pneumatic-tyred wheels fitted to the crane can be 


and erect the mast. 


Once on the site, one man alone can place the outriggers 


used for transporting the jib. An important factor is that no cables have to be reeved or rope-grips affixed in the crane’s erection, which takes three men 


about an hour to complete. 


The jib may be luffed or raised to give a maximum hook lift of 48 to 50 ft. 


The load duty of the crane is § cwt. at 25 ft. 


radius, 7 cwt. at 25 ft. radius and 10 cwt. at 17 ft. radius. The crane, even allowing for a scaffolding, should be capable of covering every part of a 


pair of semi-detached houses. 


The weight of the chassis, excluding the wheels on which it is mounted, ts 2 tons complete. 
Co., Ltd., of Slough, Bucks, are the manufacturers. 


British Hoist and Crane 





MOVING A WATER 
TOWER 


Contractors’ Feat with 1,900-ton 
Building 

ON a Ministry of Works site at Thurleigh, 

near Bedford, a ‘170,000 gallon rural 
district council water supply tower, built 
in 1936, was in the way of large new 
extensions, and it was intended to demolish 
Milton Ernest water tower, as it is known, 
and build a new one on a nearby site. 

Messrs. J. L. Kier and Co., Ltd., civil 
engineering cantractors, suggested moving 
the tower bodily instead, and their offer to 
do so for about £15,000 (or about half of 
what it would cost to build a new tower) 
was accepted. 

The tower is a very massive concrete struc- 
ture about 80 ft. high, the internal steel tank 
being carried on 12 columns 8 ft. 6 in. by 
3 ft. at the base, connected by 2 ft. thick 
panel walls. The weight of the tower with 
empty tank and without the foundation raft, 
but including the cradle to carry it, is about 
1,900 tons. 

To the tower, standing on its old founda- 
tions, was cast a concrete “ cradle ” embody- 
ing two main beams 58 ft. 6 in. long and 
28 ft. 6 in. apart, on which the tower was 
run. 

These two beams rest on railway rails 
(bullheaded), placed on their side one above 
the other, and with, in all, 800 steel balls 
2+ in. in diameter in between, thus forming 
two long continuous ball races or ball bear- 
ings. There are two ball races, side by side 
under each of the two carrying beams. 

The ball races in their turn are carried 
on precast concrete blocks, 6 ft. wide at the 
bottom and 2 ft. wide at the top. These 
blocks spread the load over the full width 
of two concrete roads constructed from the 
old position to the new, more than 800 ft. 
away. The road consists of about 4 in. 





concrete on a hardcore base rolled hard into 
the clay subsoil. 

Only a limited number of rails and 
supporting concrete blocks are used. As 
they become free behind the tower, they 
are taken up and carried to the front. This 
operation actually governs the daily move 
of the tower, which is about 50 ft. The 
speed of the tower is, however, much swifter 
and would carry the tower through the 50 ft. 
in a few minutes. The movement has been 
found to be completely silent and smooth, 
resembling an ocean steamer being towed 
away from the quayside. 


Hauled by Tractor 

The tower is towed by a tractor pulling 
through blocks and tackle, so that for every 
10 ft. the tractor moves, the tower moves 
1 ft. This enables a pull of five tons from 
the tractor to result in a 50-ton pull on the 
tower. 

The cradle was made up of 6 ft. by 2 ft. 
high-grade concrete beams reinforced with 
prestressing cables. Where these beams go 
through the tower structure, only holes for 
the cables were bored through so that part 
of the tower itself acted as part of the cradle. 
The boring was done using a new method 
called thermic boring, which consists in 
blowing oxygen through a steel waterpipe, 
red hot at the end. The steel will then burn 
and create such a heat as to melt the con- 
crete nearby, and this flows out of the hole. 

The cutting loose of the tower after the 
construction of the cradle was effected by 
biasting small charges. In this way first the 
panel walls and then eight of the 12 columns 
were cut, the tower standing on the remain- 
ing four columns over the main carrying 
beams. By gradually cutting into these last 
four columns they were reduced to about 
1 ft. by 1 ft. and then slowly gave way, 
shifting the load over to the bearer system 
forming the cradle. 

The new foundation has already been con- 
structed, and when the tower reaches over 


it, the gap between the underside of the cut 
off columns and the new raft under will be 
filled in with concrete; when this reaches 
sufficient strength the cradle may be dis- 
mantled and the tower move is completed, 
and the tower is ready again to be connected 
up to the mains. 


Messrs. Kier’s engineer responsible on the 
site as agent is Mr. J. F. Dickinson; the 
engineer responsible for the scheme and 
design is Mr. E. Ingerslev. 


A NEW BORING TOOL 
Rapid Cutting of Stone and Brick 


A NEW thermic borer which can melt 
stone and brick and, it is claimed, save hours 
of unproductive work in _ installations, 
has been developed and put into use by two 
members of the staff of the Midlands Elec- 
tricity Board, Mr. R. Eckersley and Mr. W. 
Watts. Able to bore through a 9 in. wall in 
90 seconds, the instrument was evolved on 
the principle used for cutting steel billets— 
that when iron at red heat is introduced to 
pure oxygen, it will continue to burn and 
give off heat. 


The borer has an iron tube packed with 
iron wire, one end being connected to a 
controlled oxygen supply and the other pre- 
heated with an acetylene flame. Oxygen is 
applied causing the end of the tube to fuse. 
The tube reaches a temperature of up to 
1,400 degrees centigrade. 


Floor Heating 


As a guide to constructing floors with heat- 
ing panels installed, the Invisible Panel 
Warming Association, 136, Grand-buildings. 
Trafalgar-square, W.C.1, have issued a 
pamphlet entitled “ Floors and Floor Finishes 
in relation to Embedded Panels.” Methods 
of insulating the underfloor are described, and 
the document deals primarily with floor 
panels and, more particularly, with panels in 
solid floors on earth. 
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CORONATION STANDS 
AND DECORATIONS 


L.C.C.’s Policy Explained 

LTHOUGH the consent of the London 
™ County Council would normally be 

required before signs and decorations which 
are in the nature of a structure could be 
erected on the outside of buildings. the 
Council state that this requirement will be 
waived in regard to Coronation decorations 
provided that they do not remain for more 
than one month from June 2, 1953, and pro- 
vided that the following conditions are 
observed:— 

(i) Decorations must be in positions well 
clear of any electrical installations. 

(ii) Only hardboard, or plywood treated 
by a recognised impregnation process, may 
be used externally. (Cardboard or wood- 
work treated with a fire-resisting paint is 
not suitable as the treatment is rendered 
ineffective by rainfall.) 

(iii) Cloth decorations must be confined 
to non-inflammable materials so far as 
supplies will allow. 

(iv) Any electrical work must be carried 
ut in accordance with the wiring regu- 
ations issued by the Institution of Elec- 
trical Engineers. 

(v) The decorations must be of a non- 
advertising character. 

(vi) Window openings must not in any 
way be obstructed so as to interfere with 
rescue work in case of fire or emergency. 

(vii) Any decorations at ground level 
must be so placed as not to obstruct 
_ to a fire hydrant, dry riser or foam 
inlet. 

If it is desired to depart from any of these 
requirements, the district surveyor should 
be consulted in advance. Decorations in 
the nature of a structure must in any case 
be constructed and fixed to the satisfaction 
of the district surveyor so as to avoid possible 
danger to the public. 

The consent of the Metropolitan Borough 
Council concerned is needed if any bunting 
or flags are to be extended across the street. 
The M.B.C. surveyor should be consulted 
about any work affecting the public way. 

If the building being decorated is licensed 
for public entertainment, the decorations 
must conform to the rules of management 
attached to the licence 


Erection of Stands 


Applications for permission to erect 
stands outdoors should be made to the 
M.B.C. surveyor if the stands are construc- 
ted wholly of wood, and to the district 
surveyor (L.C.C.) if they are constructed 
wholly or partly of metal. Stands wholly 
indoors or on the roof may generally be 
erected without permission being sought, but 
the district surveyor should be consulted so 
that he and the owner or occupier can be 
satisfied that means of egress from the build- 
ing are adequate and that the floors or roof 
of the building can carry the extra weight. 

Subject to any conditions imposed to meet 
individual circumstances, stands may be 
erected on private forecourts and in similar 
positions, but in genera] no part of a stand 
will be allowed to encroach on or project 
over the public way or to obstruct any 
access to any fire hydrant, dry riser or foam 
inlet. Normally, permission for the erec- 
tion of stands will be conditional on their 
temoval not later than two weeks after the 
Coronation. 

The consent of the licensing authority 
(ie, the L.C.C. or the Lord Chamberlain) 
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must be obtained beforehand for any stand 
in or on or adjoining any place licensed 
for public entertainment, or adjoining its 
exits or exitways. 

The L.C.C. has power to ensure public 
safety by demolishing any stand which is 
itself dangerous, or which renders dangerous 
any part of the building where it is erected. 

If in doubt an owner or occupier should 
not hesitate to consult the district surveyor 
or the M.B.C. surveyor. 


BUILDING WAGES 


Increase of 6d. an Hour Demanded 


THE National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives has decided to demand 
a general increase in pay of 6d. an hour. 
Agreeing on this at a meeting in York on 
September 26, representatives of the 19 
unions in the federation also announced that 
they would press for a levelling-up of the 
standard rates paid in rural areas to the 
rates paid in most large towns, an increase 
of 2d. an hour for night work, and higher 
lodging allowances for men working away 
from home. 

The claims will be submitted when repre- 
sentatives of the federation meet building 
employers in January for the regular annual 
review of wages. At the same time the 
employers and the unions will consider 
what pay increase is due to building workers 
under their sliding-scale agreement linking 
wages to the retail prices index. About a 
million workers are affected by the new 
claim and by the sliding-scale agreement. 


Irish Wage Increases 

An increase of 34d. per hour for about 
16,000 Dublin building workers was recom- 
mended by the Labour Court on Septem- 
ber 25. For workers on a weekly basis the 
increase will be 12s. 6d. No differential was 
suggested as between skilled and unskilled 
workers. The trade unions claimed an 
increase of 9d. per hour. 
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APPRENTICES’ PRIZE-GIVING 
Technical Schools Need More Students 


A WARNING that the new accommoda- 
‘i tion and equipment now being provided 
for the training of building craft students 
might have to be put to other uses because 
of the present low intake of fresh students, 
was given by Mr. T. S. HARKER, principal 
of Wimbledon Technical College, at the 
lunch of the South-Western Area of the 
L.M.B.A., held at Kingston on September 24. 

Guests at the lunch were 24 building 
apprentices who had been awarded prizes 
from the Sidney Gaze Memorial Fund. The 
prizes were distributed by Mr. N. S. Farrow, 
M.B.E., chairman of the L.M.B.A. Appren- 
ticeship Committee. Among the other guests 
was Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, president, 
L.M.B.A. Mr. R. C. Jago, chairman of the 
S.W. Area, presided. 

Speaking on behalf of the technical 
colleges, Mr. Harker said that it was only 
a few years ago that building students were 
having to work in crowded classrooms be- 
cause of the lack of accommodation. Now, 
however, the position was exactly the oppo- 
site. The colleges were finding it difficult 
to recruit enough students to fill their class- 
rooms. At his own college, for example, 
there was room for twice -the number of 
students they had at present. 

Before distributing the prizes, MR. FARRCW 
said that, although it was satisfying to him 
to be able to hand over the prizes to the 
successful apprentices, there was little with 
which to be satisfied in respect of the general 
state of apprenticeship in the industry. The 
number of boys entering the industry was 
inadequate and he appealed to employers 
to make a determined effort to improve the 
situation. It was their responsibility to 
maintain a flow of skilled craftsmen to the 
industry. Parents, he continued, could help 
employers by taking an interest in their sons’ 
work and by discussing their progress with 
the employers. 

Commenting on his visit to America with 
the building industry productivity team, Mr. 
Farrow said that one of the things which 
impressed him greatly was the American’s 
intense pride in his country’s construction 
industry, and he thought a similar attitude 
should be encouraged here. 

In a brief speech on behalf of the em- 
ployers, MR. WooDBINE PARISH said that 
employers had a twofold responsibility to 
their apprentices; first they had to encourage 
them to be good craftsmen and, second, to 
endeavour to make them good citizens. 

The South-Western Area, he said, were 
to be congratulated on being the first to 
arrange annual prize-giving ceremonies for 
apprentices. He hoped that other Areas of 
the Association would not be slow in follow- 
ing their example. 


“ Housing Costs To-day ” 


The Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, Mr. Harold Macmillan, and 
the chief architect to the Ministry of Housing 
and Local Government, Mr. J. H. Forshaw, 
F.R.I.B.A., have contributed, respectively, a 
foreword and a review of the series of 
articles by Mr. J. L. Womersley, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., on “ Housing Costs To-day,” 
which first appeared in weekly instalments in 
The Municipal Journal earlier this year, and 
have now been brought together in booklet 
form. The booklet, which is well illustrated, 
is priced at 2s., and is published by The 
Municipal Journal, Ltd., 3, Clement’s Inn, 
W.C.2. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


[From Our Own Correspondents] 


* Australia:—The U.K. Trade Com- 
missioner at Brisbane has reported that a 
call for tenders has been issued by the State 
Electricity Commission of Queensland for 
the supply and delivery of fabricated steel- 
work required for the construction of out- 
door substations by the Wide Bay-Burnett 
Regional Electricity Board. The closing date 
for the receipt of tenders is November 26 
next, and tenders should be addressed to the 
State Electricity Commission, Scottish Union 
House, Eagle-street, Brisbane. A copy of 
the specifications and tender documents is 
available for inspection by representatives 
of U.K. firms at the Board of Trade, Com- 
mercial Relations and Exports Department 
(Room 6168), Horse Guards-avenue, Lon- 
don, S.W.1. Reference C.R.E. 32086/52 
should be quoted on all correspondence. Any 
telephone inquiries should be made to the 
Department, Tel. Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2418. 


* British East Africa: —The Government 
of Kenya invites applications from contrac- 
tors for inclusion on a list of approved 
tenderers for the construction of the Mzima- 
Mombasa water pipeline from firms having 
considerable experience in such works. Com- 
pleted tenders will be required by February 
2 next. Advance details of the works may 
be obtained from the Hydraulic Engineer, 
Public Works Department, P.O. Box 662, 
Nairobi, before formal application for 
inclusion on the list is submitted. The 
works comprise the laying in trench of about 
155 miles of prestressed concrete pipes of 
from 18 in. to 30 in. diameter. Applica- 
tions will be received up to October 15 next, 
at the office of the Director of Public Works, 
Public Works Department, Head Office, P.O. 
Box 662, Nairobi. Any telephone inquiries 
should be made to the Board of Trade, Com- 
mercial Relations and Exports Department, 
Tel. Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2418. 


Hungary:—An area of 32 acres has been 
set aside on the banks of the Danube, in 
Budapest, to serve as a site for a new Uni- 
versity city. It will rehouse the Budapest 
Technical University, now undergoing con- 
siderable expansion. A five-storey building, 
730 ft. long, will be completed by the end 
of this year, and will house the university’s 
main offices, the council chamber and 
assembly halls. Faculties will have their 
own buildings, of which two are nearing 
completion. A large hall with an area of 
14,200 square yards of floor space will con- 
tain the university workshops and the elec- 
trical engineering research department. 

* India:—The U.K. Trade Commissioner 
at Delhi has reported that a call for tenders 
(No. SW1/17853—C/III) has been issued by 
the Government of India, the Director- 
General of Supplies and Disposals, Shah- 
jahan-road, New Delhi, for the supply of 
one electric tenoner of capacity 6 in. by 6 in. 
to suit 500 volts D.C., and an automatic 
power-feed hollow chisel mortising and bor- 
ing machine. Closing date for the receipt of 
tenders is October 13 next. 

One copy of the tender notice is available 
for inspection by U.K. firms at the Board 
of Trade Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department (Room 7166), Horse Guards- 
avenue, S.W.1 (Tel.: Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 
7804). 

* India:—The Directorate General of 
Supplies and Disposals; Government of 
India, has issued a call for tenders for the 
supply of oxy-acetylene cutting machines, 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. 
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welding plant and portable single-carcase 
motor generator arc welding plant. Tender 
forms may be obtained from the Director 
General, Supplies and Disposals, Shah- 
jahan-road, New Delhi, at Rs. 5 per set 
(not refundable) to be paid in cash by money 
order or Indian Order, quoting Tender No. 
SWI1/17854-C/1 and giving full name and 
address of the remitter. Tenders will be 
received up to October 12 next. All 
inquiries by telephone should be made to 
the Board of Trade, Commercial Relations 
and Exports Department, Tel. Trafalgar 
8855, Ext. 2520. 

Southern Rhodesia:—A temporary town, 
Centenary City, is being erected a few miles 
from Bulawayo to cope with the 750,000 
visitors expected for the Cecil Rhodes 
anniversary next year. Two hundred and 
fifty temporary houses were erected in 14 
days on land cleared of bush and scrub. 
Rents will be 32s. 6d. a person a day, includ- 
ing meals. 

* U.S.A.:—H.M. Consul General at 
Detroit has reported an inquiry which he 
has received from Robot Appliances, Inc., 
13165, Prospect-avenue, Dearborn, Michigan, 
who wishes to receive bids for the following 
electrical appliances:—Electric motors 
(¢ hp. + hp. + hp, 3? hp. and 1 h.p.); 
hydraulic door checks or door closers; remote 
controlled, electrically operated units, which 
can be coupled to existing manually operated 
overhead travelling, block and tackle equip- 
ment; any other mechanical/electric devices 
(as opposed to electronic). 

Details sent should include :—(a) ex-works, 
dollar wholesale prices; (b) costs of packag- 
ing, in dollars (United States duty is assessed 
on the sum total of (a) plus (b)); (c) insurance 
and freight dollar charges per through bill 
of lading ex-works direct to Detroit; (d) an 
estimate of quantities which could be made 


available commencing December, 1952, 
through the following 12 months; (e) 
literature. 


A copy of the descriptive literature of the 
products manufactured by Robot Appliances, 
Inc., is available for inspection by representa- 
tives of U.K. manufacturers at the Board of 
Trade, Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department (Room 6168), Horse Guards- 
avenue, London, S.W.1. Further copies are 
available on loan in order of written appli- 
cation. Reference CRE/31846/52 should be 
quoted on all correspondence. U.K. manu- 
facturers who are interested in this inquiry 
should write direct to Mr. Frank O’Such, 


DOHM si, 


U. 
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President of Robot Appliances, Inc., at the 
above-mentioned address of the company, at 
the same time sending copies of their offers 
to H.M. Consul General at Detroit. Any 
telephone inquiries should be made to 
Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2418. 


Western Australia:—The- £A40,000,000 
Anglo-Iranian Company’s oil refinery at 
Kwinana, Western Australia, is to be carried 
out by the Kellogg International Corpora- 
tion, an American company incorporated in 
London, in association with the British firm, 
Costain-John Brown, Ltd. The Western 
Australian Government’s next move will be 
the construction of four miles of railways 
linking the refinery site with Fremantle. 
It will also dredge Cockburn Sound to open 
it for big ships. 


SOFTWOOD FOR JOINERY 
Overdrafts on “ Timber Bank ” 

UNDER existing arrangements, joinery 
manufacturers are dependent for their sup- 
plies of softwood on timber licences surren- 
dered to them by their customers. For some 
time, however, a scheme known as the 
Timber Bank has been operated by the 
Ministry of Works. Members of the Timber 
Bank are able to send the small timber 
licences they receive from customers to the 
Ministry of Works, who credit their accounts 
and issue bulk licences for softwood at 
convenient intervals. 

To enable them to buy their softwood 
well in advance of requirement, and to permit 
them to manufacture standard joinery in 
convenient production runs, the Ministry of 
Works announces that it has now been 
decided to offer to all manufacturers of 
joinery who are members of the Timber 
Bank immediate overdraft facilities under 
which they will be allowed to anticipate 
their softwood requirements by up to six 
months. Membership of the Bank is open 
to all joinery manufacturers, and the new 
facilities will be available to new members 
immediately on joining, as well as to 
existing members. ; 

As at present, joinery manufacturers will 
need to sell their product only against timber 
licences, and, if they are Bank members, will 
be required to remit these licences to the 
Timber Bank. An _ overdraft must be 
redeemed within twelve months of the date 
of its advance. 

Details of the new arrangements can be 
obtained from the Ministry of Works, Room 
605. Lambeth Bridge House, London, S.E.1. 


METAL FIXING 


Association Formed 

THE FORMATION of a new association is 
fannounced by the owners of the various 
systems for fixing insulating linings in build- 
ings with metal components. The new body 
—the Metal Fixing Association—includes in 
its objects the defining of minimum standards 
of materials and workmanship. The M.F.A. 
has no intention of being concerned with 
price maintenance. 

Founder members are Anderson Construc- 
tion Co., Ltd., Bowaters Building Boards, 
Ltd., Celotex, Ltd.. W. H. Heywood and 
Co., Ltd., Sundeala Board Co., Ltd., Tentest 
Fibre Board Co., Ltd., and The Merchant 
Trading Co., Ltd. Membership will be open 
to all firms which maintain a full-time metal 
fixing department including the direct 
employment of labour. 

Mr. H. F. Payne, F.C.A., has been 
appointed secretary, with headquarters at 32, 
Queen Anne-street, Cavendish Square, W.1 
(Langham 7616). 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
Building Golfers’ Dinner 
The annual dinner of the Building Alliance 
Golfing Society is to be held at the Troco- 
dero Restaurant, Piccadilly Circus, on 
November 14. 


Examination Success 


Mr. Raymond S. Stubbs, A.R.I.C.S., of 74, 
Ullswater-road, Southgate, N.14, has been 
successful in passing the Special (Rating) 
Diploma examination of the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors held in.June, 
1952. 

New Report 

A report on “Building Materials 
{Volume 1, Trade L)” has been issued by 
the Board of Trade. One of a series of 
final reports on the Census of Production 
for 1948, it may be obtained from the 
Stationery Office, price 3s. 


New Wind Tunnel 


British Railways are to build a new 
100 m.p.h. wind tunnel testing plant at Derby 
to provide data for the design of locomotives, 
carriages, wagons and railway structures. 
Tests will be carried out with models of 
such items as trains and buildings where full- 
scale experiments are impracticable. 


Private House-Building 


Holyhead Council are inviting people who 
want to build their own houses under licence 
to make their applications at once. Coun- 
cillor R. Roberts, chairman of the Housing 
Committee, said many families were pre- 
pared to build their own houses, and there 
were builders prepared to build them with- 
out prejudice to other services. 


Board of Trade Guide 


The Board of Trade Directory, published 
as a supplement to the B.o.T. Journal, acts 
as a guide to the functions of the various 
sections of the Board. A complete list is 
included, together with addresses and tele- 
phone numbers, as well as a comprehensive 
alphabetical index of subjects with the sec- 
tions responsible for each. Obtainable from 
the Stationery Office, the price of the Direc- 
tory is 9d. 


Identification of Timber 


The growth of technical education in the 
timber trade and the notable increase in the 
number of timbers on the market have stimu- 
lated interest in methods of timber identi- 
fication. For this reason the Forest Products 
Research Laboratory has produced a lens 
key to the identification of hardwoods which 
is based on a method devised by this labora- 
tory 15 years ago. The key is described in 
Forest Products Research Bulletin No. 25. 


Corrosion of Steel Discussions 


A meeting organised by the Iron and Steel 
Institute in conjunction with the British Iron 
and Steel Research Association, to discuss 
papers on the corrosion of steel under phos- 
phate coatings and protective finishes, will be 
held at the offices of the Iron and Steel Insti- 
tute, 4, Grosvenor-gardens, London, S.W.1, 
on Tuesday, October 28, next, commencing 
at 2 pm. Mr. H. T. Shirley, Chairman of 
the Corrosion Committee of B.I.S.R.A., will 
be in the chair. The meeting will be open 
to all interested in the matters under dis- 
cussion. There will be no charge for ad- 
mission, but tickets will be required, and 
these can be obtained from the Secretary of 
the Iron and Steel Institute. 
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A Social Community 


Dronfield Pioneer Health and Housing 
Society, which started six years ago with a 
membership of 180 families, has started on 
the first section of a scheme providing for 
1.500 dwellings at Dronfield, near Sheffield. 
In the words of its architect, Mrs. Marianne 
Walter, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.L., the scheme is 
“ to provide a variety of houses for a variety 
of incomes, preserving the sense of family 
and of social community.” 


Housing Demand at St. Helens 


For the first time since the war, St. Helens 
Housing Committee is holding its own in 
meeting the demand for houses. At the last 
meeting it was reported that during the 
previous two months there were 96 lodger 
applications for houses, 49 allocations and 
47 withdrawals. The applicants who had 
withdrawn had apparently found accom- 
modation elsewhere. That was the first time 
that had happened since the war. St. Helens 
is not selling any of its corporation houses. 


Architectural Models at Exhibition 


Architectural, scenic and representational 
models will be a feature this year at “ The 
Model Engineer” Exhibition, which will be 
opened by the Duke of Edinburgh at the 
New Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster, 
on October 20. Models entered in the com- 
petition section of the exhibition will include 
Angmering Village Church, Barking Abbey 
in 1500, a pair of Sussex half-timbered 
cottages. a pair of modern semi - detached 
houses and a model of Western Circus, W.12. 
Gift to Lynton 

Two three-bedroomed houses, costing 
about £1,500 each, have been given to 
Lynton for Lynmouth families by a London 
firm of builders. Mr. A. F. Gibbs, Lynton 
Urban Council Surveyor, said that the 
houses, which have been given by Messrs. 
Richard Costain, Ltd., will be built on a 
site at Lee-road, Lynton, and should be 
ready by the end of October. The houses, 
which will be semi-detached, will be of con- 
crete blocks roofed with concrete tiles. 


BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought 
up to date to September, 1950, with tables 
giving cost increases for materials and 
labour for 1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. 
Over 680 illustrations. 
1s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 
DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H. BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
“|. . this has become a standard volume 
covering in a concise and compact 
measure the whole subject.’’—The Engineer. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 
FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated 
form, the methods of the valuation and 
measurement of building and engineering 
work. 700 pp. Many diagrams. 
30s. net (by post 31s.) 
THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
“The success of the book depends not 
merely on the author’s obvious mastery 
of his subject . . . but even more on his 
uncommon gift of lucid explanation.” 
—The Architects’ Journal. 
18s. net (by post 18s. 9d.) 
B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 























German Plastics 


A total of 200 exhibitors are expected to 
take part in “ Plastics, 1952,” a trade fair and 
progress show of the German industry, due 
to take place in Diisseldorf on October 11. 
Special trains and tours are being arranged 
from the European countries and an 
advisory service to include interpreters will 
be available. A course of lectures has been 
arranged to deal with such matters as the 
economics, chemistry and application of 
plastics. Visas will be granted free of 
charge to foreign visitors. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Relaxations in Meta} Controls 


THE Minister of Supply, Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, has announced further relaxations 
in metal controls. As from October 1, 
licences are no longer required for the 
acquisition and use of the following: lead, 
lead alloys, lead scrap and residues, remelted 
zinc, zine alloys, zinc scrap and residues, 
copper scrap and residues, copper alloy 
scrap and residues. 


Licences are still. required for the acquisi- 
tion of unwrought copper and virgin zinc, 
and copper and zinc ores and concentrates. 
The restrictions on the use of copper and 
copper alloys in the manufacture of certain 
articles remain in force. 


The Copper, Lead and Zine Distribution 
Order, 1951 (S.I. 1951 No. 981) is being 
amended accordingly. 


FLOOR AND CEILING 
CONSTRUCTION 


New Type of Span for Yale Building 


A NEW method of floor and ceiling con- 
struction, designed by a Yale architect for 
the new Yale Design Laboratory building, 
was described recently in Yale University’s 
“News Bureau.” 

A special test model of the new span has 
already been constructed of reinforced con- 
crete by the G. B. Macomber Co., contrac- 
tors for the building. About 20 ft. high 
and 40 ft. long, the model stands at one 
corner of York and Chapel-streets. where 
construction on the foundation of the new 
Yale building has already started. 


The building, designed by Douglas Orr- 
Louis Kahn, associated architects, will be 
connected with the Yale Art Gallery situ- 
ated on the adjacent plot. Mr. Kahn calls 
the new floor span, “ three-dimensional con- 
struction,” because the ceiling is a series of 
geometrical patterns about 2 ft. deep, in 
contrast to the traditional plane surface of 
ceilings. 

Each span for the building’s four floors 
will measure about 40 by 80 ft. The 
network of cross members that make up the 
geometrical pattern provides space for the 
running of air conditioning ducts and con- 
tinuous wiring. 

Another feature of this form of construc- 
tion is concealment of light fixtures. A per- 
son looking straight up at the ceiling will 
be able to see the lights, but one looking 
at the ceiling from an angle will not. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Owl1nc to the recent death of Mrs. A.*E. Longden, 
for many years chairman and governing director of 
George Longden and Son, Ltd., the board of directors 
has been constituted as follows : Mr. James Longden 


(chairman and governing directar), Mr. J. D. W. Longden, 
B.A. (Cantab.), and Mr. John N. Hancock. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





Shas information given on these pages has been specially compiled 

for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices 
of materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and 
merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
ges of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
t. Pancras. 


Pit Ball ee 
t Ballast sist on oe “es “es _ r yd. 
Pit Sand _ on oss ae are wee — 5 
Washed Sand . —_ _ Se _ — Me ae ee 
qin. Shingle... aes ove = ~ sae - 17 11 
in. Broken Brick... eck one sae ‘ee ‘ss 19 3 
Pan Breeze ‘oe ae os 9 6 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate aes - perton 2 16 10 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site... po wi *. 414 0 
1 to 6 tons, site sae on = fee 
Ferrocrete Rapid ones Cement i in 6-ton m loads 
and upwards to site ie * 5.2 
1 to 6 ton do. site ‘i $11 0 


Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 


Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots “se - 615 6 
Other colours according to colour 
In 4-ton lots from 196s. 3d. to 420s. 3d. — ton. 
White Portland Cement pin ae - 12 14 6 

Under I ton per cwt. a2 
417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 

and upwards... perton 6 6 6 
Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 

Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £8 18s. 9d. to £10 12s. 3d. 

(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Cement Fondu Brands High Alumin- 

ous cement, 6-ton lots and up = 1412 6 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway Depot, 

London obs seo ase aa - $39 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks... son ooo ~ .. perl,000 1015 0 
Second Hard Stocks ... _ one ne ove gs 919 0 
Mild Stocks... s 8 8 0 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The ‘question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 
obtained from job to job. 

2% in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 


District. Commons oe si eee sie es =e ae 
Cellular GO. ss aes aie os bes “si 5 8 0 
Keyed GD;..<05 ae sie an eta - 510 0 
Rustics ‘ nee eco aes sii “— - 613 0 
Cellular Rustics  ... aon eae oe nae eS 613 0 
Single Bullnose do. ase see ose eas - 6 8 0 
Sandfaced ... ae oe ins ae 78 0 
Cortex Facing Bricks ~ sie - 6 3 0 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) wes 5 22 19 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) ... ete 55 23 13 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) cee eA i 20 12 O 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites)... as a > 5 6 
’ Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) ‘ 8 2 6 
24 in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) mn as ae “ 2 4. 6 
3 in. do. (London Stations) mn 23: 411..0 
2$in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red "Facings 
(London Sites) o 12 19 6 
2% in. Machine-made “Multi Red Facings (London ican 
Sites) ” 
23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
Sites) i 13 16 0 
2 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi Colour Facings 
(London Sites) 13 16 0 
2 in. Surrey Clamp “Burnt Multi Stock "Facings 
(London Sites) see aes ons as ae 2 9 8 








2g in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings ts. 6 
(London Sites) - peri,000 13 2 6 
Glazed Bricks (London Stations), White, Ivory, Brown— 
Stretchers... wae ees 40 0 0 
Headers 2 ee ate am 39 10 0 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4t-in. Flats a pan 50 0 © 
Double Stretchers aes ae we a ie 53 0 Q 
Double Headers... ne res aaa ae oy 48 10 0 
One side andtwoends__... aie is aes ei 5410 C 
Two sides and oneend © ... a oe we a 56 0 O 
Splays and Squints ens ee ks ee 52 0 0 
Second quality £2 less than Bests. Cream and Buff 
£2 extra over White. Other colours, hard glaze, 
£5 10s. Od. extra over White. All above plus 60 
per cent. for Bests and plus 55 per cent. for 
Second quality. Plus delivery to site, 30s. per 1,000. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HOLLow C ray PARTITION BLocKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
2 a 
ern sas eee yds. ere aus rt yd. sup. 42 
2sin. ... aes os Boo M08. ae ee ™ ia . 4° 5 
3 in. an ws 323 yas. ine me ‘ 411 
4in. (6 cavity) ... 95 yds. = sae ss 6 5 
Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
Zin, sxe ee --- 100 yds. es ide 2s 3 2 
24in. ... we «os so 90s. oe ee i a 9 
San. ses aes as «= da OS aa Ses a6 44 
4in. ... oe 1 «= Sa YS. ae wa <5 7 6 
CRANHAM 
(i see ae iy ee ie site a $$ 
2+ in. - a aus ie aan ~ a 6 2 
r+ = eee ea sd aes aes one ius a ae. 
‘ae “Eee G6 ‘eee és 8 11 
at in. Load bearing quality sais aa ees ab 911 
FLoor BLocks 
3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. taciie 12 in. delivered in full 
lorry-loads ... aoe aes aa -- per1,000 3012 0 
4 in. GOs” sc ae see eae ate ans a5 33 13: 6 
5 in. | as Xe se ane ee aes mn 38 5 0 
6 in. an an ea sas aes =a se 45 9 O 
7 in. ao aes we nr aes - ‘ 52 10 0 
8 in. a — _ — ins a “ 59 19 O 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons. under 2 tons. under 2 tons. 
Best Quality ... +6749 +874% +9749 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +8142 +10% +874% +10" +974% 
Tested Quality... +374%+674% +3743, +874% +371%% 4.974% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +474% Terie +474%4+873% +474%4+ — “o 


d. 
3 in. Land _— — - 12 in. mae «- per 1,000 3 13 0 
4 in. do. Ret ati re és z215 6 
6 in. GO: 3s ads eee ee pam aes os x6 9 oO 
STONE 
Bath Stone— 
Monks Park wi non ‘i per ft. cube 6 7 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground ‘ MT 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth. 
B.R. Western Region. 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered Londonarea ___,, 7 4 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area eas 6 6 1h 


Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R., 

Southern Region aes ae ae: es - o& 
— -Wood Stone— 

F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire— 

3 in. Slabs for wall lining, sawn two sides in 
random sizes up to 5 ft. and not over 15 ft. 
super in area aes 

1} in. Slabs for paving, sawn two sides as above 
described . a er 9 1) 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin Hood Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, aenaaied throated and 


stooled cills ae oa ee perft.cube 2 19 6 
2in. Xx 6 in. do. do. Be ae 2 2 3 
12 in. x 3 in. Plain coping, twice throated an i 112 6 
12 in. XX San. —— and twice throated copia; BS 2 3 6 


= 
‘o 


14 in. X 6in. 0. a 
44 in. x 9 in. Plinth, “rubbed on top and ‘face oe * per ft. cube 1 15 
3 in. sawn two sides ‘Slabs, random sizes --. per ft. sup. 6 


Wwe 
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STONE—continued 
Ste: Be 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork -perft.cube 1 1 6 
Do. do., fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork a Pee aa des ee ‘a 26 
Hard York— 
12im. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 7.6 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top 
and front -perft.cube 2 0 0 
12 in. X 6in. Plain ‘Steps, rubbed top and front ce $2 3 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes .. per ft. sup. . a. 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 2 9 3 
TILES and PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district ite ana aes 26 10 0 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ae ea nese a Ss @ 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... aia 54 00 
Hand-made 104 x 64 tiles Berkshire district lat an 12 2 0 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district... oe | 12 4 0 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. Pee “a 160 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. ... aaa ees 139 
Concrete tiles 103 x 64 aan sea ee ona 613 0 
do. Interlocking (49S) pe 1715 0 
Nore.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual. 
24 x2 Ps poe 96 7 6 
2a X 32 wae 82 10 0 
22 x 11 ase * 7410 6 
Zo x 12 69 17 0 
20 x 10 F 65 10 6 
18 x 10 ave 48 10 9 
18 x9 was we tbe au 433 9 O 
16 x 10 ane aaa aun me 42 12 6 
16 x8 a3 8 3 
NOTE. —Breakage i in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality i eas .«- Ex Wharf per standard —_= to £125 
Carcassing quality do. aa 0 to we 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. 2 £105 0 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. do. perft.cube 1 7 6 
do. Honduras do. aa do. is 215 0 
Oak European do. ze do. és 20 06 
do. Japanese do. F do. a if 6 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. Er | ee ae 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. do. PP 3 00 
Walnut African Logs sawn do. pe 2.6 
DOORS (in Lots I—Il) * 
Delivered London area. 
14 in. 4 Horizontal Panel. Pattern 4 in deal 
2 ft: O0in. X 6ft. Gin: ... mee aka _ each 113 9 
2 ft.3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. hee “aa aut aaa = 114 9 
2ft.6in. X Git. Gin.. ... as ven naa - 115 9 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. saw waa as 116 3 
2 in. do., but top a Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ft. 6 Aes see “ aa oi 2 0 
ot 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 . me pet eae sea a 216 0 
2 in. 2 Panel, top “T% hy ag Pattern 2 x Gin deal 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 ea $a rae nae a 253 6 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. my < ree aa wen ae 23 6 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area : 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) ae see per yd. 5 10 
1} in. do. 67 yds.tolton) ... ae + 7 6 
2 in. do. 52 yds.tolton) ... ae ps 9 24 
24 in. do. (45 yds.tolton) ... sea we 10 9 
3 in. do. (39 yds. tol ton)... 11 114 
Quantities under 1 ton add 1d. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. Imported Insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
- 100 sq. ft z 29 
it. Hardboard do. er wea “a = 2 & @ 
do. do. eas 3 7.0 
ts in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets ” aude © “aes .. per yd. sup. 2 3 
Roofing Felt, i-ply ... ia ae ace es 1 6 
do. 2-ply . sae aa nae éde a 19 
Best Scotch Glue, in slabs Pe cas <a -. per¢cwt. 5 0 0 
do. pearl ae éae es ae i S S$ @ 
Croid Glue a <a Aw 28 ib 62 5 (OO 
Cut Nails, 3 i in. ‘and up ‘(a- ton lots) ive aa perton 5915 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) a eo. percwt. 213 6 
METALS STEEL Joists, Erc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. x 5in.,8 in. x 5 in., 8in. X 6in., 10 in. x 6in., 
Zh. x 6 in. plain, cut to lengths delivered London 
area cis a4 aaa cau bed cea perton 36 0 0 
Extra for sizes 
in. X 14 in. a 93 310 0 
3 in. X 3 in., 4 in. X 3in., "5 in. X 2b in. ee me ys ¢ 
4in. x 131 in. re an aa 300 
43 in. x 1} in., 241 in. x ua 3k. Bre ta aa 26 0 
5 in. x 3 in., 2 in. X 7 in sas en a « 100 





6 in. X 3 in. as wide pe pa eco ‘ 
9in. X 7 in. he ee “aa ‘ 
10 in. x 44in., 12in. x Sin aa paE 
Sin. x 44in., 6in. x 44i in. bi = in. X 3} in. ‘ 
7in. X 4in., 8 in. xX 4in., 9in. x 4in., 
10 in. x Sin., 10 in. x 8 in., 12 in. x 8 in., 
13 in. x Sin., 14in. x S54in., 14in. x 6in., se 
14 in. x 8 in., bm xsm, IS X Om, 
16in. xX 6in., 16in. xX 8in., 18in. x 6in., 
_18in. x 7in., 18in. x 8in., 20in. x 64in., 
20 in. x 74 in. ad pes ~ a 
Steel angles average price... < * 
Steel tees average price ‘ 9» 
Fabricated work delivered London— 

-S. Joists cut and — as Sea a ” 
Compound girders .. aa aaa a <a °°» 
Stanchions aM aa ea aa % 
Compound stanchions... son aie 99 

Roof Work-—Trusses and Purlins ... aa 9 


Average prices not for awkward work. 


Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to BSS785 ex femmes 


Stock § in. diam., and upwards ... 36 2 6 
din. diam. ... es jae as ee ..pertonextra 3 12 0 
ae we ae end ae” ‘ 217 0 
wide sag Se gee ee ee i 22 0 
+ in. do. a a a i 17 0 


MiLpD STEEL TUBES* 
Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 





pe 
o- 
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an 
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List prices ard following discounts : 


Galvanised Tube— W.L. Fittings Malleable Fittings 
ane + 130% Light + 23% 44 440% 
assB + 1347 1g) e, Malleable List — 424% +407 
ClassC + 304% Heavy +304% a 
Black— 
Gan — — tie Light + 83% 
assB — 10 ig y Malleable List — 424% 
ClassC + 5 § o% Heavy +164% . 


: C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


: Gutters Nozzles 
3 in. on = 2/8 
CO 3/34 2/11 
4 in. a a 4/3. 3/3 
4} in. 4/74 3/7 
5 in. 5/24 3/11 

. C.1.0.G. Gutters 
3 in. 3/1 3/6 
34 in. 4/4 3/6 
4 in. 4/9 3/7 
44 in. 5/24 4/2 
5 in. 5/74 4/10 


“C I. RAIN-WATER PIPES 


Per yd. in 6-ft. lengths S Bend. 
2 in. pe oe fe 3/3 


24 in. 3/7 
3 in. aca a4 4/7 
34 in. = aaa 8/2 5/5 
4 in. pp aa 9/6 6/7 
. & mee i” “CoateD SoIL PIPES 
2 in. sg 7/3 5/7 
2} in. 7/84 6/3 
3 in. me 8/74 6/10 
34 in. 9/8 8/6 
4 in. 11/04 9/6 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 3 cwt. lots 


only. Lots over 3 cwt. see List No. 3200 dated May 1, 


tonnage allowance. 
L.C.C. CoaTeD DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends 
4in. ona are «oo A 4 OT Wee 13/- 
6 in. xa 2 O 1 28/1 27/1 


ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER Pipes AND FITTINGS 
Orders under £30 less 124 per cent. discount. 
Orders over £30 less 174 per cent. discount. 


2in. 24 in. 3 in. 
Hod 6-ft. mane per yd. 3/14 3/64 4/24 
Shoes ... ~ each 2/- 2/3 2/8 
Single Branches _ <ien ‘a 3/3 4/1 4/10 
Bends square or obtuse ou 2/3 2/7 3/3 
Swan Necks 44 in. or 6 in. 
projection ... 2/9 3/7 3/10 
Aspestos O.G. Gurrers ce FITTINGS 
in. 44 in 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths per yd. 3/3 3/7 4/3 
Drop ends iia dai each 2/3 2/4 2/7 
Stop Ends wan ied bat /9 /1i0 /il 
Angles and nozzles_... a 2/8 3/1 3/7 
Union Clips... = 1/4 1/7 1/11 
ASBESTOS "HALF-ROUND GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 44 in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ar bas 2/3 2/8 2/9 3/3 
Dropends ... ps 1/10 1/il 2/- 2/3 
Stop ends <a /8 /9 /10 fil 
Angles and nozzles 2/1 2/3 2/8 2/9 
Union Clips Be Jil 1/- 1/1 1/3 


1952, net and 
4-ton lots 5 per cent. 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


Branches 


22/11 
46/11 





* These prices, varied from last publication, represent a general trade variation of 
4% lower price and the remainder an adjustment of the prices consistent with the 


current Iron and Steel order. 
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METALS—continued PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
Per ton basis : & ¢. 
- — ney Ronee area. f 
e a. in, temper ... ai oes a me rt cwt. 112 0 
Iron—Staffordshire snes meee pega abe in te 2 @ Washable el ads a aa eas ” oe §12 0 
Mild Steel Bars wed tie) jie Se ee Gloss Paint os. per gal. 215 0 
Mild Steel Hoops AS aie ote ae jon ie. Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) : per cwt. oti 6 
Ex Merchant’s. LEAD PRODUCTS AND OILS. 
Stock per ton Ground White Lead ; ww casks ... ihe «. per cwt. 9 46 
—_— a a nae: cwt. kegs a 911 6 
s enuine te Paint 20 gal. lots in i tins r 2°26 
Soft sheets C.R. and C. fe — Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg ... me wat on 4 8 4 0 
20 gauge ake oe ne ron ‘ee oo me 3D Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, lcwt. keg... sae ~ 20:3 
24 oe aoe ae eee aa ove eS -. 4314 0 Size XD quality, 28 Ib. wat +. per tin 9 0 
26 ga’ ae . 4414 0 Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) Drums extra .. per gal. 18 6 
Gateuaieed Corrugated sheets 6 i, to 9 9. — Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) .. do. es a < 18 11 
20 gauge eee abe pee nb 55 4 0 " SUNDRIES. 

24 — — dee se = sc ne 57 4 0 Turpentine suhatieete (5 gal.) do. sei a cs 5 a 
26 ga ‘ oe waa 4-0 do. (40 gal.drum) do. ras 9 4 
Galvenioed Flat sheets C. R. and C.A.— Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans), Matador pa xe a 6 6 
20 gauge ea ze om as dine wn oe 4.9 Creosote (40 gal. barrels) ... sid uk saiea Be 20 
24 — ws aa ee ee a ite at & Po : rome —- Ib. packets) at a6 per Ib : : 

ite Lining Paper ... nen r piece 
a Windows. ~ Standard Metal Windows BS. 940. grey on — ie 
application Britis! etal Window Manufacturers’ Association, Ltd. 
PLuMBERS’ Brass Work, Copper, ZINC, ETC. VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered in London area Delivered London area. 
M.O.H ; Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside... ..  «. pergal. 112 6 
All per doz. + in. Zi in. I.n. 14m. Ifin. 2in. Oak Pale Copal GO;. ss ate aes “az ” 25: 0 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch Hard Drying Oak for Inside" cas a bee ie 117 6 
head for iron «. 86/3 132/- Crystal Paper Varnish do. ie abe abe ‘e 115 0 
Toilet bib cocks for iron’ w.. 135/- 182/6 Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... se bee aa ° 2 2 6 
Screw down stop cocks for iron 86/- 120/- 186/- 368/- 548/- 941/- Finest Carriage Varnish Ae st ee nel ” 210 0 
do. with two unions for me 124/- 165/- a = 703/- 1253/- Front Door Varnish ... a aak eee ans 9 117 6 
Double nut boiler screws 26/- 32/- 55/- 83/- 128/- 202/- Japan Gold Size aa ove ete re ene * 110 0 
a Croydon ball valves : 226/- 348/- 481/- 732/- 903/- Black Japan cos aah eee sea ate » F 28 
rs’ union a brass lead to Brunswick Black ae <a Sey deed sews ” 100 
a i es one 23/- _ 41/- 72/- 96/- 190/- Berlin Black ... ee aia ate aoe eh na is 2 
lt in. 1 2in. 3in. 34in. 4in. Terebine ae eae ove 99 zo 
Caps and screws wn ae 35/- 50/- 92/- 120/- -- Knotting (1 gal. *pottles ‘free) sae eae sia re z © {0 
Brass sleeves... - ce 31/- 42/- 72/- 87/- 109/- French and Brush Polish (do.) as ios a8 . 113 0 
14 xX 6lb. 14 x 6lb. 2 x 71b. 3 x 7b. 
wt P. Soa with brass cleaning GLASS 
= sas e. 69/- 87/- 138/- 236/- 
Lead § St trap do. a a 104/- 170/- 305/- Delivered London area 
Solder s. d. Sheet Glass, Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut sizes. 
Plumbers’ ee a ee ote - pet Ib. 4 3 s. d. 
eat at ee” ca | se ae ee 5 0 18 oz. actin, Waser Magee. He ... per ft. super 43 
Blow pipe 5s 2 24 oz. Se ae ae ces we: ae a 6 
Copper tubes BSS6 59/1944 on the basic price of 323d. per Ib.. plus gauge e - = eat see se ose see UE 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 10 
Extra English Rolled Plate and Figured Cathedral, etc., 
; d. in cut sizes, over 500 ft. — of - “— 
qin. x 19 gauge oe die we «145 Total per Ib. 47 Rolled Plate 4 in. eee “ eee ” 13 
in. x 19 ,, aes ran an ee Ss ie 45 Rough cast # me a see oa a os 9 
Ue | ees aie rel ooo ae ea Ee 44 Rough cast } in Si « 9 
Ba KIB 5, ee Se ee oss Ae a 43 Figured Rolled, "and Cathedral standard patierns “ 7 
iMin, x 18 -,, ... bes i .. 114 me gee 43 Figured Rolled, Standard Tints... ne ” 1 3 
Zan; x 17 123 s és 454 Figured Rolled "Special Tints eS eee ne 2 
— Copper sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, * basic price 3 * d. Figured Rolled Real Ruby ... ne ase Pe a 3 114 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras per ton 0 
sheet Zine 10 gauge, owt fois upwards.“ peremt. 9 14 9 | # it. Cross Fleson, Pinstripe, ape ed, 
oO. gauge oO. 3 
Brass tubys basic price, plus gauge and manufactur: oe — bye hes _ d, Narrow — 11 
ing extfas seo Nigeedb. 2.3% Wises cals. 1 yt ok se ee as 104 
LEAD SHEET AND PIPE Georgian Wired cast ... 9.02 ene vue we 7 103 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London or Hollow Glass Blocks— 
Home Counties. P.B.2 - 5} X 5} x 34 in. sie”. Sites ape” 29 
£s. d. tae So Se oer 4 2 
pee om. a. 34 Ib. substance and upwards per ton a4 ; ; ; P.B.32 7} x 74 X 3¢in. Be i 4 32 
ater Pipe incoils .. ass “ fe 
Lead Soil Pipe, 10 ft. or over 2 in. to de in. - dia. ose * 158 0 0 — — eames cme up with- 5 3 
do. over 4in. dia... ue is 160 0 0 PB 3 a a ss 6 9 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe ats - 158 0 0 PB. 32 is ie — oi aol te = 6 9 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 7 is > oe aa ss = 
5 cwt. and under 1 ton wee eee wee DE Cw 2 0 Polished Plate Glass. Ordinary substance about } in. thick per ft. super 
? pig ~ : _ = ie mn : ; nied for — a 
te) c aes as % Glazin; azin; ilverin 
Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced i pei purpose Ouality Quality 
Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis In plates not exceeding— s. d. d. 
weights and cutting tosizes less than basis charged 2 ft. sup. Ks -s a 3 7h 4 3 $ 1 
extra according to current trade schedule. 5ft. sup, ... oe ee Ke 4 5 5s 3 o 3 
Allowance for Old Lead, collected £106 15. 0. per 45 ft. sup. pas RES a ; 1 > 6 lil 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 100 ft. sup 6 6 9 8 10 
PLASTER, etc. - se Extra sizes, i.e., Plates exceeding 100 Fe sup. or 96 in. high or 160 in. wide. 
Coarse Pink in 1-ton ne and over Delivered on Site perton 9-29 Glazing for Glazing purposes per ft. sup. 
do. White. do. do. Pel < 112 6 s. d. 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ane 78 0 Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one way or 135in. both ways 8 4 
do. Fine do. do. ae is 716 0 0 ft. sup. or »» ” 3 
lue ‘on eomdy in pias? >a Sis cise as ne : '. : iiaicasiad ~ ho == saasian Oe 16 0 
ime Sipe ay we ee ee ie ates e ing 
Lp he do. eee ce 416 6 The usual thickness of ‘Polished Plate is about 3 in., but if required i in the 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in ji-ton loads... = 919 6 following special thicknesses in Glazing for Glazing quality the under- 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads__... “a 914 3 mentioned extra charges will be made :— 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads =e os re 246 in.—3% in. 
per cwt. 417 6 in.—¥ in. 
| Plaster Lath or Base Board ‘Ri in. thick 600 4 in. bare cee ee ae ae oa .. 6d. per ft. super 
yds. and over in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... per yd. 24 in. exact 
ypsum Plaster by eres ; and 4 ft. > del 6 to ‘ a 
in. € 
ase Eee, Cl 7Es- Sa Ores eee eevery. ae ¢s in. $3; aa “ts om ie .. hoextra charge | 


Delivered site ce aH seo * 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 


AS FROM OCTOBER 6, 1952. 





Town. Grade. 
Aberavon .......... Peery 
Aberdare .. 

Abergavenny 

Abingdon 

Accrington 

Addlestone . 

Aldeburgh ...... 

Aldershot District . 

Alfreton U.D. ........ as 

Do a ences Al 

BUEMENOMA ccc cceccceess A 

ere WoReuCeeS Al 

Amersham ..... iescevus Al 

Ammanford ........ imecnerts A 

Andover .....00. akanead A2 

Ardingly ........ eevesces A2 

— Bwana tacecienis A2 
janance cena eames - A2 

p> - ACCOR UD: .<& 

Ashby on SE. scones A 

Ashford (Kent) .......... A2 

Ashford (Middiesex) evedse A 

DS Ere A 

OE Ire A 

Ashton-under-Lyne ....-. A 


Aspatria and Brayton ....A2 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) Fy: 
Aylesbury 


Aylesby (Yorks) .......... ye 
PIR i nncaddexeckas A2 
WE iccinw cscuenes «AZ 
Bakewell U.D. ...2..c000 A2 
CU eee A2 


perros | Castle U.D. ......A 
‘Barnoldswick U.D. 
eer A 
Barrow-in-Furness ........ 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. 

(exc. Thrussington A2) ..A 


Barry 
Basford R.D. (exc. Willough- 


by-on-the-Wolds A2)....A 
BASINGUOES . 0... scccces Al 
Ma ae diectuce gees rer 
ME atuxduacsdestecunes A 

CO 
Beaconsfield & District ..Al 
BEUEMED Sues ewieccuvesn A 
Bearl A 
A 





Bedwas A 
Beeston & Stapleford U.D. A 





Tee RH cavececisnes A 
GN avccccccceyesaceen A 
Berkhamsted 2. ccccccces A 
ee Re eee Al 
Berwicl# District .......... A 
POON foicccsesecscscécs A 
Bexhill-on-Sea .......... A2 
Biggleswade ...........- A2 
Billericay ........ pexusane A 
TREE eciccncscccees coeccht 
Billingham UE 24.0 A 
BUMROGO:  ccccveccccesech 
Birchington ...........- A2 
Birkenhead ..... Cae wees 
Birmingham C.B. ...... tA 
Bishop Auckland ..... ee 
Bishop’s Stortford ...... A 
Bispham .......... were: 
Blackburn ...... veuanenele 
pee A eer 
Blaydon U. seccenas eae 
—" reeseeeeeec eee 
BI ee mney 

Bognor Regis ~ Ae 
Boldon U.D. A 
Bolsover U.D. A 
Bolton ...... py 
Bourne End .. ovecadh 
Bournemouth District" 1...A 
SS eee 
pO error re 


Bradford-on-Avon™ <nnesvaee 
Braintree ....... 
Breconshire, County ‘of. 442 
Brent Knoll ...........- 
Brentwood Liceaaee 
Bridlington .............-A 
omer Wasewoncsoseee sede 
Brighouse 
— 

_ SH enpnetanenae 


‘Bromsgrove U.D. ........A 


alienate 


cccdccccceses eA 


cocccc-cocceeeA 











KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 















































Grade Classification, A Al A2 - 
Craftsmen 3/44 3/4 3/34 3/3 
Labourers 2/11 2/104 2/10 2/94 
Tow Town. Grade. 
mae a ee ree a — Felisssowe a cae PTR Per A2 
Burnham-on-Crouch ....A2 WEE cadeowssndues RMS % viccecceccudanneun A 
CS eee A Fleetwood .......00% Lyneham (Devon) ......-- A2 
Burton-on-Trent C.B. A MMe dn ccaccnuaees Macclesfield ....e0...0++-: A 
SEES oc cecaeds eas csuaseus Folkestome =... ececccces Maidenhead ..... saaecduee 
Bury St. Edmunds ......Al EERO 66 ncncscceseoes Maidstone ...... 
Buxton .......0-ceeeeeees A WOE, shed canewscescs RR couceeee cht 
WHEE cc cccccccaeus .--Al Cee U.D. ‘ Hered ayy Leane cae “ 
MN oo Saeescc deen ERS Guannedeae 
pel aga Lista . - Gillingham (Kent) ...... Al Manchester ..... eeeeeeee A 
Cannock U.D. : °: “A | Glossop e+e. HR eNGE: A Manningtree | ........ Al 
ey Y WO: hadasecccnge M.B.  oceeeess 
Cad IIIA | Gloucestershire, Cniy. of ik March os. ..seeseeeeees _ 
Seen ert AS | eee ooo A2 | Market Harborough U.D!" A 
COREE ceccansaccescess i rn 
.of tA2 Gosport .. y * BIIDONE  nccccsescoess 
ee eet ins | Gromen 1k “A |) Matlock U.D. 222222221. Al 
CREE © neknescnsenss A | Gravesend... ....- A | Melksham «os eseverees A2 
pew nel Renken ine Grimsby CB. "ER. D. (part) A Melton Mowbray U.D.....Al 
Chapel-en-le-Frith ........A | Grimsby R.D. iremainder) A2 | Merthyr ............200- A 
Charmy Down .........- A Guildford District ....../ A2 Middlesbrough .......... A 
Chatham & District +22... Al Guilsborough .......... Al + + +r A 
Cheadle (Staffs) R.D. .....- A Eee eRe A eo =| - ana - A 
per ea tte eeereeeeere ys ee MS cedecccues A Moreca y a” 
cIEMMAM =— gw ee ee ee eee Sere A Morley “A 
Chepstow .......-+-e+- Al a eee A2 Mundesley A2 
Chertsey ....... eeeeecere A pe Re: Al : cee eS eXS ore 
CHEMO o.oo ccccices oracle Harlow ..... oe pa Q La aaa cecevcdsecend A 
Sa ee ------- A | Harpenden ............ a | Rete ae 
esterhe sere arrogate ...... ooahh ‘ os 
Chester-le-Street U.D. ....A Hartlepool poe > sentenae sage sneadenss A2 
ee arr A2 Harwich wae cet so mi rr A 
Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Haslemere . Ae Neweastle-under-Lyme ....A 
ham Within and Harden- Hastings ..... *"A2 New Forest District ...... Al 
huish) =... eeeeeeees A2 Hatfield (Herts.) .........- —— con erecserst Al 
Chorley -.A Haywards Heath ........ A2 Newport, a a, ccccceces a 
Clacton .... Al Hemel Hempstead ...... A Newport Abbot seteeeee 1 
oy i | Hogans 2-043 | RET A 
Aevedon .. : Sree reer 7 seer 
Cleveleys ... ay Herefordshire, Cnty. of .. .$A2 Northampton C.B,........A 
Clitheroe ...... secscccoeeA | HerneBay .......ciecee. <TA2 | North Shields A 
Coalville U.D. ......---- A Hertford ...... HERE A —— ‘ 
Cobham (Surrey) .......-A Heshaay UE. <. 6562-060 A orwich ...-.-... 
COMME oc ccuctevessecht [AS a A Nottingham C.B. . 
Colne ...ccccccce cccccee A High Wycombe ........ Al Nuneaton M.B. ..... 
Colwyn Bay ....... oes Al Highworth ...........- A2 Oakham U.D........... 
a seceeeeeeeees Al Hinckley nn Cithem aNdassaiesaaa +A 
Consett ......+.. teeeeee HCH occ ccecccscccece A i ee eee 
Conway .......-...00+-:Al Hoddesdon .............- A Oe Re sscech 
Cornwall, County of ....tA2 | Horley ...ceceeeeeeeee: A2 | Ossett and Horbury “10.2014 
Coventry,C.B. ........-. A MOSER § <ncesecscs oes A2 Ole i052 5.2 00 REST 
Cranbrook .........4.+++ Az WOM co kewaxencccas A 0 eras oeaqceie 
Cranleigh .....----++++- - ee Snsaaeuscacs A Paignton ....... 
oe (Sussex) shades la A2 Hu ei. as eccesccccvcces 2 Peterborough 
Reeaucdacsaneceenss unstanton ............ 
Cromer .....seececeess- Al Huntingdon (Staffs) A Pickerim: 
whewns cadens 
) + _uaaeliapenater ae ae ee asiipolaiics A | Plymouth ..... ; 
outieinin ieiiiaa seach a Ingatestons. a scadaatieds Al ae eaasnereseees oi 
Souk oereceee SWICh . wee ee eeececees a a eoccce 
Darlington District ...... A Ile of Sheppey .......... A2 DE cacacacuancdhas A 
Darwen .......- coccce “of Isle of yyhanet pon nara A2 cence odes coccce 2 
Denbigh‘fown..........42 | ec ses Port Talbot 21202000.0.0.0A 
Derby C.B. ......2e0+e+:- : Mele .acaecee Ben wenenssaesennnaseet 
Devizes _...+. ++. seeeeees Kendal Y coccccccccccsecess 
Devon, C County of ...... tA2 Kenilworts U Pulborough ............ A2 
<n ap ll ala saaes ho Kettering M.B. : Radnorshire, County of  A2 
Didcot soeceens woneusen: fT ed lou, 0, 8 ED sxcceee ssceveell 
Tea Ok a aD MA Kidderminst _¢ | Se - — seeenneesnede wale 
Se olsiay ai Ges coac® | Rimgskerswell “22200 0000AL | Redear Bao2 2.0 “A 
Dorset, County of (except- Kingsteignton “Al Redditch U.D “4 
ing Poole and Wimborne, | | Kirkham s+,.7 00. .c....-A. | Redhill and Reigats "-.+--4 
Knaresborough UD. 633M Ripon .... A3 
rrr Rochdale ... ---A 
o> Rochester .....0..++--+- Al 
ington M.B. .......- A Rotherham . cece A 
Leatherhead ..... ere te «ase pe 
a ee swakeKanns oe ron cepeccecee 
Beicester Gl. ...cacsene ns A Sey Als. cnecegasans 
I ane mel peenaeee St, Helems. . .cccccccccc cA 
Letchworth St. Neots ...sseeee++---A2 
Lewes Salisbury City ..........A2 
East Grinstead District .. A2 | Tichficld "MB. Salisbury Plain .........-A2 
Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ..A incoln C.B. Sawbridgeworth ........ A 
Ebbw Vale & District o~ on ioral Saxmundham ..........A2 
Edenbri eeeeeeeeee Liv 
Ely enescsncenacensinolie LI udno 
Epping ..cccccccccecceces y 
Exeter ....seccceeees sore London 
F docccccceccoc she 
i acomen sg eccccccccccse Az Loughborough M.B. .... 
Fareham ...ccccccscees A Louth M.B. .....-.+----A2 
Faversham ...+.--2-+++A2 Lowestoft ....cccccccees A 





* For Birkenhead, i enpest ant | London ae :—Craftsmen, 3s. 6d.; Labourers, 


es er 3s. 54d. 
Nouns R in aus 


Labourers, 3s. 


out the country the rate of wages for women 


districts through 
wee trcsenen, oe Oh per tomes. 


Plus 2d. vet working day. 
se Plumbers in ail towns and districts receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 











(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 


Skegness U.D, 
Skipton U.D. . 
Sleaford U.D, 
Slough ..... . 
Smethwick C. B. ceeceees eT 
Snettisham ....... +: 
Somerset, County of ... "$42 
Southampton eaegaes ey 
Southend-on-Sea Dist......A 
SRE nc crccncdecess 
South Shields C.B, ........A 
Spalding U.D. .........-A2 
Stafford M.B. ......ce0e.-A 
WN ceswccscudedsanea< 
Stamford M.B. 22.2222 2..Al 
Stantonwick 





Stevenage ..... nocekanen a 
Stockport ....... EE 
Stockton R.D...... egeseach 
Stockton-on-Tees ..4...-.A 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ......A 
Stoke Orchard ....cccoce Al 


Stourbridge M.B, 
Stourport U.D. 
Seowenetet . oe ccckd 
Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ..Al 


Sundertand District ...... A 
Sunningdale .........00. Al 
Sutton Coldfield M.B. ....A 
SOMONE “acécctoacedece A2 
Swanage _ .-A2 


Swansea *, 
Swindon 






Swen UD. . ca cutaavess A 
Tamworth M.B, ........-.A 
Tenterden ..... cocscccechs 
Tewkesbury .....Gccscce Al 
Thames Haven ..........A 
7 re ee -A2 
RE. ons Conccccved A 
Thurrock U.D.C. Area ....A 
» Northof, to Billericay A 
Tee | cspanaacaatecs A 
TOE kv cin cctdesdic A 
Tonbridge POR EE. 
ees = ee 
I Jecueaaateans 
Trowbridge ........ 


Tunbridge Wells .. 
Tynemouth C.B. ... 


Uppingham (Salop) 





socchil 
Uttoxeter U.D. ..... escueha 






Wakefield ..........00.0A 
Wallsend B. ..... A 

Walsall C.B. . A 

Walsden ....... A 

Walton-on-Naze -Al 

ee A 

Warminster ... ---A2 

Warrington ....... deceecA 

Warwick M.B. 


Wellington U.D. .. 
Wells (Norfolk) 
WII dae concadeaden oA 
Welwyn Gar, City ........ 

West Bromwich C.B. 
Westbury 
Westcliff-on-Sea ovecacdesechh 


WI conc cdaaees Al 
Weston-super-Mare ~ ....Al 
Weybridge ....... apoctech 
Weymouth ......, StdecAl 
WIS cc cccneccaes A 


i 
Whitstable and District | 1A2 
Lr eae 
WEE kc cccescccccecesehh 
WMS ccckécccecessacesncht 
WHO  cccccescccnscenehia 
WHRMIOM  cccccccccescach 
Wilmslow 
Wilts. County of .. -3A2 
Winchester .. .-Al 
Windermere 








Ween (District) - cee 
Wokingham ....... 
Wolverhampton C.B. .. eee 
Ww Oe ip ccccdampecetae 


ccccccceesA 


Workington =... cccecsee-A 
Worksop M. etedeecécs 
Worthing ....... eeacacen 


Wrexham (incl. Cefn) ....A 
Wroughton .....+e0--+--Al 
we cecceccogecsoceseoshe 
ymondham = ..«.024.+.-A2 


3s. Old. In the case of London therate beyond the 12-mile radius is :— 


rer’: This is the County rate and applies except where higher 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 488 


grades are stated. 


in craft processes is 2s. Sd. per hour. Women introduced to 








1. (See Street Lighting 
Equipment). 


TRADE NEWS 
Street Lighting Equipment 


One of the reasons frequently put forward 
as an explanation of the criticism directed 
against various types of street lighting equip- 
ment which has appeared in recent years, is 
that all too often the columns and lanterns 
have been designed quite independently and 
consequently have lacked harmony. Cromp- 
ton Parkinson, Ltd., Aldwych, London, have 
taken heed of this theory and have now 
produced two types of lighting standards in 
which the column and lantern have been 
designed as one architectural conception. 
They are known as “Concepts” 1 and 2. 
“Concept” 1 (here illustrated) has been 
designed for side-road fighting. The other 
type is meant for main-road lighting. In 
both there is very little exposed metalwork. 
Maintenance is minimised. Apart from the 
replacement of lamps, only the occasional 
cleaning of optical glass or plastic is required. 


“Concept” 


Plastering at Pimlico 


The plastering sub-contract at the second 
phase of the Churchill-gardens scheme, 
Pimlico, illustrated in our last issue (Messrs. 
Powell and Moya, architects), was executed ° 
bv Messrs. Hill Bros., 105-6, Cowley Mill- 
road, Uxbridge, Middlesex. 


New Lino Hall 


Catesbys, the Tottenham Court-road fur- 
nishing store, have recently opened exten- 
sions to their premises, which include a 
large new lino hall. These are part of a 
big re-building and re-organisation pro- 
gramme that started-about four years ago 
and will continue for many years; as licences 
can be obtained. Catesbys claim that their 
new lino hall is the largest in Europe. 


Firms’ Amalgamation 


A celebration party was held in London 
recently to mark the amalgamation of 
Atkinson and Kirby, Ltd., of Ormskirk, and 
the Kingsland Co. (1897), Ltd., of London, 
both toilet seat manufacturers. The joint 
concern will now produce wood and plastic 
seats at both their London and Ormskirk 
factories and customers will be able to place 
orders at either place according to their 
location. 
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St. John’s Kirk of Perth 
HE Trust for St. John’s Kirk of Perth 
is launching an appeal for £50,000 for 
the repair and maintenance of the church, 
one of Scotland’s most significant ecclesi- 
astical buildings. 

Half of the money, it is estimated, will 
be required to meet repairs in the next few 
years, and the other half is visualised as an 
endowment for a maintenance fund, to 
ensure that the present crisis does not recur. 

The immediate cause of the state of dis- 
repair into which historic St. John’s has 
fallen is the fact that little or nothing has 
been done since the 1923-28 restoration 
scheme, under Sir Robert Lorimer, which 
provided a fitting war memorial to the men 
of the City and County of Perth who fell in 
the first world war. The state of the fabric 
has deteriorated so much that the experts 
speak of “essential and urgent ” repairs. 


Building Controls Eased 

CENTRAL RESTRICTIONS on private house 
building in Scotland have been removed, it is 
stated in a circular issued this week by the 
Department of Health, Scottish Office. Town 
and county councils are told that they now 
have full power to decide how many private 
building licences. should be issued in their 
area. They are no longer limited to issuing 
licences up to a maximum of one-fifth of 
their allocations. Certain controls on the 
size and selling price of private houses are 
retained. 

The Secretary of State is confident, states 
the circular, that councils can use their new 
discretion without in any way prejudicing 
the expanding programme of houses built 
to let. Accordingly he is anxious that all 
reasonable applications for private house 
building should be granted wherever possible. 

Certain controls on the size and selling 
price of private houses are to remain. The 
circular specifies that local authorities 
should:—Continue to insert in each building 
licence the controlled selling price and rent; 














There’ s none Better / 






DOMESTIC USE 


Quick and Easy to use. 
Leeds X.L. Fire Cement is 
the BEST for all Fireplace 
Installations and Repairs. 
Ideal for fitting new con- 
tinuous-burning Fires. 
Obtainable from your 
Builders’ Merchant and 
available in a range 
of sizes to suit any % 
requirement. 


F. A. WINTERBURN, LTD. 
HOLBORN ST., LEEDS, 6. Tel: 25692 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


|FYOLLOWING are rates of wages 

authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from February 4, 1952. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, Shetland, 
etc. 


Grade A: Craftsmen, 3s. 44d., Labourers, 
2s. 11d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 
Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours. 
s. d. 
ee eer 2 25 37 14 
7 re ae 334 49 6 
3rd res cee 50 14 3 
4th ae cae 664 99 0 
Sth 75 - 111 44 
For feassie: hein: the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of ss. d. 
probationary period) eas o. . Sa 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) sox One 











continue to ensure that the plans and speci- 
fications provide for reasonable economy in 
the use of those building materials required 
in the programme of houses to let; and refuse 
to issue a licence for a house exceeding 
1,500 sq. ft. area unless in most exceptional 
circumstances that make ‘the additional 
accommodation essential. 
Hospital Building 

AN EXPENDITURE of £250,000 on their 
building programme for next year was 
approved by the North East Regional Hos- 
pital Board at Aberdeen recently. Of that 
total, £167,500 will be spent on capital works 
and £82,500 on maintenance. Under the 
programme of capital works, £82,800 will 
be spent on continuing schemes over £1,000 
and £66,700 on new schemes over £1,000. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—Dean of Guild Court has granted a warrant 
to James Dickie & Co. (Drop Forgings), vy to 
erect a foundry xy Heathfield, at a cost of £14,690. 
The foundry will be the first project at Ayr’s new 
industrial site. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans to be prepared for 106 
houses to be erected at Drumchapel site. The 
architect is Archibald G. Jury (F.), Corporation 
Housing Offices, The Trongate, Glasgow. 

East Kilbride—Plans to be prepared for new 
purification works, bed which the architect is Col. 

Wilson, M.Inst.C.E., Council Offices, Beckford- 

t., Hamilton. 

* Falkirk Plans in_ hand for the re-erection of 
their premises at Garrison-pl. and Vicar-st., by 
James Gartmore & Sons, Ltd. 

Glasgow.—Plans in the hands of their own staff 
of designers for alterations and additions which 
the North British Locomotive Co., Ltd., is to carry 
out at Victoria Circus and at their Cowlairs Works. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for a new scheme 
of workshops to be erected for The United British 
Caravan Co., Ltd., at London-rd., Calton, from 
plans by their own architects. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new commer- 
cial garage which will be erected_at St. Vincent- 
cres. for Kenneth MacLeod & Co.. Ltd. The archi- 
tect is Magnus Duncan (F.), ‘243, Eglinton-st., 
Eglinton Cross, Glasgow. 

Glasgow. —Plans to be prepared for new hall and 
chapel, which are to be erected at Prince Albert- 
rd., Strathbungo. The architect and quantity sur- 
veyor is Alexander Mitchell, 103, Bath-st., Glasgow. 

Grangemouth.—Corporation to have a new shop- 
ping centre, est. to cost at least £40,000, erected at 

he Beanhouse housing scheme. The architects 
are Wilson and Wilson (F.), = Vicar-st., Falkirk. 

Hitington.—Plans in hand for extensions to the 
factory of Remington Rand, Ltd., at the Scottish 
Industrial estate, Woodside-cres. The architects 
= Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F. and A. ), 120, Blyths- 

-sq., Glasgow. 

*Knootnebe. —Lanarkshire €.C. is to erect 42 
houses, for which plans are to be yee by 
Samuel MacColl (A.), Council Offices, Beckford-st., 
Hamilton. ; 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new build- 
ings, new boiler house, and other additions at Moss-- 
énd Church, for which the architect is James- 


Fisger, 112, North-st., Bellshill. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
fn this list see previous issues. Those. with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
ey eed. to the person from whom particulars may 

oO 


BUILDING 


OCTOBER 6&6, 

*Taunton B.C.—2 houses and siteworks on Hol- 
way estate. Boro’ Hsg. A., 2, Baldwin-rd. Dep. 
£2 28 

OCTOBER 8. 


*tNorfolk Educ. Comm.—Burnham Market junior 
and infants’ school. Clerk, Thorpe-rd., Norwich 
Tenders by November 21 

*tWimbledon B.C.—12 houses e Lake- rd., S.W.19. 
B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 


OCTOBER 9. 


“Watford B.C.—10 houses at North Approach. 
B.E. & S.. Town Hall. £3 3s 


OCTOBER 10. 

*tPortsmouth T.C.—110 houses, 
City A., Municipal Offices, 1, Western-par., 
sea. Dep. £3 3s. 

*tSevenoaks ‘: lied houses, Brasted Hill-rd., 
Brasted. E. & 

*tWhitby ak ie dwellings in Helredale-rd. 
©. D. Taylor (L.), 41, Baxtergate. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 11, 

*tBedfordshire C.C.—Fire station with drill tower 
at Sandy. County A,, Shire Hall, Bedford. 

*Carlton U.D.C.—66 dwellings off Foxhill-rd. site 
25, scheme 70. E. & S., Council House, Burton-rd. 
Dep 2s. 

*+Oxford City.—52 houses at Cowley airfield. 
City A. & Planning Officer. 

OCTOBER 13. 

*tBirmingham City C.—Contract 203, 6 houses ai 
Swinford-rd., Selly Oak; contract 256, 26 houses at 
Fairfax-rd., West Heath; contract 224, 71 dwellings 
at Hawkesley Farm estate, West Heath ; contract 
274, 9 flats at George-rd., Erdington. City E. & &., 
Civic Centre. Dep. £2 Qs. per contract. 

*King’s Lynn B.C.—12 houses at North Lynn 
estate. = Barton, F.1.A.S., 23, New Conduit-st. 
Dep. £2 2s 

*+Somerset C.c.—Completion of Keynsham jun. 
on inf. sch. County A., Park-st., Taunton. Dep. 

2 2s. 


Leigh Park. 
South- 


Widnes B.C.—Conversion of ‘“‘ Mayfield.” Ditch- 
field-rd., into 3 flats and 1 maisonette. Boro’ A., 
Brendan-hse., Widnes-rd. Dep, 10s. 


OCTOBER 14. 

Bishops Stortford U.D.C.—Six shops and three 
flats.over on the Havers-la. housing estate. E. &&., 
The Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tHerne Bay U.D.C.—12 houses * Greenhill 
housing estate, contract 3. A. Wilson & Partners, 
8, Storey’s-gate, Westminster, S8.W.1. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 15. 

*tDurham C.C.—Fire station at Peterlee. County 
A., Court-la. 

OCTOBER 16. 

Liverpoo} City C.—116 flats, 25 houses and 6 shops 
at Evelyn-st., Commercial-rd. City A. and Director 
of Hsg., Blackburn-chbrs., Dale-st., Kingsway. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 17. 

*Berkshire €.6.—Two police houses, East Chal- 
low. County A., Wilton House, Parkside-rd., 
Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Durham City C.—12 aged persons’ bungalows on 
Sunderland-rd. estate. City E. & A., Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Huntingdon C.€.--Conversion of ex-W.L.A. 
hostel to provide two class annexe to Sawtry cty. 
prim. inf. sch. County A., County-bldgs. 


OCTOBER 18. 


Ryde (1.W.) T.C.—12 houses at Jellicoe-rd., Bin- 
stead housing estate. B.S., 5, Lind-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


*Saffron Walden R.D.C.—4 houses at Wicken Bon. 
hunt. Clerk, Council Offices, Debden-rd., Saffron 
Walden. 

"Staveley U.D.C.—40 pe 
. & 8. Dep. £1 


Inkersal] Green 


estate. 


OCTOBER 20. 

Bacup T.C.—Two blocks of type 2 houses at Lodge 
ideas and . igaanas End. B.E., Municipal 
Offices. Dep. £2 2 

“Lincoin (Parts of Kesteven) C.C.—Erection of 


police houses on various sites. County A., County 
Offices, Sleaford. 
OCTOBER 21. 

*ilford B.C.—New lavatory block at Downshal] 
secondary school. Boro’ E., Town Hall. Dep. 
£1 Is. 

OCTOBER 22. 


Farnham U.D.C.—12 houses at Old Park-close 
estate. Gilbert and Hobson, architects, 75, Castle- 
st. Dep. £2. 

Pewsey R.D.C.—15 bungalows. 

Offices. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Stepney M.B.C.—36 flats and 8 shops at Bancroft- 
rd. housing scheme. B.E. & S., Municipal Offices, 
227-233, Commercial-rd., E.1. Dep. £10 10s. 

OCTOBER 25. 
Leek U.D.C.—16 houses, type K and L,-on Hare- 


E. & S., Council 


— contract 8 A., Town Hall. Dep. 
~ 

*tWest Ham he flats and 24 houses Fa 
Butchers-rd., E.1 7 North, O.B.E 
F.R.I.B.A., Boro’ A. pa Planning Officer, 70, West 
Ham.-la., E.15. Dep. £2 2s. 


teresa 27. 

Fareham U.D.C.—48 dwellings at Wicor housing 
site, Seaward extension, Portchester. E. «& S.. 
Westbury Manor, West-st. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Malvern U.D.C.—18 bungalows, — _ Bank 
a estate. S. & Water E. Dep. £2 2s 

N.1.° Tuberculosis Authy.—Passenger lift at 27, 
Adel aide-st., Belfast. Secretary, 27, Adelaide-st. 


OCTOBER 29. 

*Crayford U.D.C.—8 shops, 6 maisonettes, 4 flats, 
store, messroom and 4 garages. E. & S., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 30. 

*Leyland U.D.C.—36 houses, Wade Hall estate. 

F. D. Howe, E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 4. 

*Camberwell B.C.—3s' dwellings at ~ No. 63 at 
Ondine-rd. Director of Housing, Town Hall, 
Peckham-rd., S.E.5. T.C., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Greenwich B.C.—R.c. underground civil defence 
control centre and site works. B.E. & S., Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 6. 
“Andover B.C.—38 houses-on Harrow-way housing 








Se you've decided on 
- SLIDING. DOORS 


OW about the door gear? There’s 

a set for every need in the KING range 
—and every set has ‘plus’ features proved 
in thousands of installations — basic 
advantages in design, material, work- 
manship and finish that mean smooth . 
running and long life. So when you 
specify door gear, specify and insist upon 
KING gear and make a tip-top job of it. 








SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Write for illustrated booklets to 
CEO. W. KING LTD., 202 WORKS, HITCHIN, 


HERTS. TEL. : HITCHIN 960 AND AT STEVENAGE 
TTI BEDE 
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site. BS., 
£2 2s. 


“ Beech Hurst,” Weyhill-rd. Dep. 
NOVEMBER 8. 

“Smethwick C.B.—Three blocks of 8 maisonettes 
fronting South-rd., Litthe Moor Hill and Broomfield. 
B.E. & S., Council House. Dep. £2 2s 

NO DATE. 

*tCroydon B.C.—16 houses in + “~~ 
rds. and Ritchie-rd. B.E. Dep. £3 3s. 

*Gosport B.C.—Seven shops. ine and 
garages, Rowner. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

Malton U.D.C.—Four flats at Greengate. Guy 
Channon, architect, Town Hall, Malton. Dep. £1 1s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


OCTOBER 11, 
*tNewcastle-upon-Tyne Educ. Comm.—Provisiou 
and fixing of metal windows at Pendower secondary 
technical school and Heston high school. Director 
of Education, Education Office, Northumberland- 
rd. Tenders by October 25. 
OCTOBER 13. 


*tDurham C.C.—Heating installation at the 


Durham New Grammar Technical School. County 
A., Court-la., Durham 
OCTOBER 22. 
*Staines U.D.C.—Stripping and retiling roofs of 
24 houses, Worple-ave. E. & S., 240, ‘London-rd. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 8, 


Windsor R.B.C.—Supply of materials for year 


ending December 31, 1953. Boro’ E., Kipling 
Memoria!l-bldg., Alma-rd. 
ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
OCTOBER 13. 
*tBeds C.C.—Adaptation works, The Cedars, 
Ampthill; sewage purification plant, St. Margaret’s 


Home, Streatley; and conversion sanitary_accom- 
modation, school, Cardington. County A, Bedford. 


OCTOBER 17. 

Havant and Waterloo U.D.C.—Roads and sewers 
on the Purbrook housing scheme—section 2. E. & 
S., Council Offices, 1, Park-rd. North, Havant. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 20. 

Newtown and Lianidloes R.D.C.—15,000-galls. con- 
crete reservoir, 2,895 yds. of pipes, a pumping 
station and site works at Carno, near Newtown. W. 
Bateman and Partners, E.. Chesterfield House, 
Batheaston, Bath. Dep. £3 3s. 


OCTOBER 22. 
Sutton Coldfield B.C.—Reconstruction of district 
roads. BS. Dep. £5. 


OCTOBER 27. 
Pershore R.D.C.—Eckington sewerage and sewage 
disposal. Willcox, Raikes and Marshall, 33, Great 
Charles-st., Birmingham, 3. Dep. £5 5s. 


OCTOBER 29. 
Thurrock U.D.C.—Construction of sewage purifi- 
cation works. E. & S., Council Offices, Palmer’s- 
ave., Grays, Essex. Dep. £2 2s. 


OCTOBER 30. 

Lianfyllin R.D.C.—9,900 yds. of mains, alteration 
of reservoir, and censtruction of pumping station 
and site works. _A. Waters, E., 25, Temple-row, 
Birmingham, 2. Dep. £3 3s. 

OCTOBER 31. 

+Doncaster R.D.C.—Norton main sewerage and 
sewage disposal works. . Balfour & Sons, 
MM. Inst.C.E., consultant emgineers, 131, Victoria- 
st., S.W.1. Dep. £5 

NOVEMBER 10. 

Glasgow City Corpn.—Laying of approx. 13 miles 
of cast-iron pipes, contract No. 24. Chief E. & 
Gen. Mgr., Water Department, City-chbrs., Glasgow. 
C.1. Dep. £2. 

NO DATE. 
_ *Bradfield R.D.C.—Site works for 60 houses at 
St. Stephen’s Firs, Mortimer. Clerk, Council 
Offices, 26, Bath-rd, Reading. Dep. £2 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Battersea.—F.Lats.—No objection has been given 
to. an application under the T. and C.P. Act, 
1947, by the Artizans’ & General Properties Co.. 
Ltd., 1, Cromwell-rd., S.W.7, for the erection of 
12 flats on site at Brassey-sq. 

Battersea.—Founpry, MAacHINeE SHoPS AND 
Oreices.—Highways Com. have raised no objection 
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to an application by Montague F. Long, auctioneer, 
46, Knight’s-hill, S8.E.27, for the erection of non- 
ferrous foundry ‘and machine shops and offices on 
the sites of 44-54, warts-rd., 1-15, —— ter. 
and 1-13, Linford-st. for Sibleys ’(1922), 
Battersea.—F.iats.—M.0O.H. and ay , e 
has been given to the removal of the four pre- 
fabricated bungalows on the site in Brynmaer-rd. 
Housing Com. have submitted plans for the 
erection of 12 flats on the site at an est, cost of 
Croydon.—Hovuses.—The proposal of MHaling 
Down Estate, Ltd., 49b, Woodcote-rd., Wallington, 
to erect 4 houses’ in ‘Edgehill- rd., Croydon, has 
received town planning permission, 
Croydon.—Hovuses.—Planning permission has pene 
granted to Haling Down Estate, 
cote-rd’, Wallington, to erect 5 
Kingsdown-ave. and Mount Park-ave. 


Greenwich.—F.Lats.—Proposal for erection of block 
* B,” consisting of 24 flats, on Coldbath-st. housing 
site has been recommended to B.C. for approval 
by Hsg. Com. Plans were prepared by Boro’ A. 

Greenwich.—Snors anD Matsonetres.—Hsg. Com. 
have recommended to B.C. for approval the scheme 
proposing erection of three lock-up shops and three 
maisonettes above on_ site No. 2, The Village, 
Charlton, prepared by Everson and Searles, A/A., 
237, Westcombe- hill, S.E.3. 

Lambeth.—Dev ELOPMENT.—A inodified scheme sub- 
mitted by Gollins, Melvin and Partners, 21, Russell- 
sq., W.C.1, proposing the erection of 30 houses and 
132 flats at Rosendale- rd., site No. 26, for B.C., has 
been adopted by B.C. 

Lambeth.—DeveLopments.—L.C.C. approval has 
been given to the purchase by B.C, of 4-8, Central- 
hill for the erection of 8 dwellings, and 65-75, 
Langton-rd. for development by 4 flats. Gollins, 
Melvin & Ptnrs., 21, Russell-sq., W.C.1, are to be 
the architects. 


Lambeth.—SitTe 


houses “a 


q ACQUISITION.—The purchase of 
site 70-76, Tulsemere-rd. by B.C. has received L.C.C. 
approval. Four flats are’to “ erected on the site 
for which the architects are Gollins, Melvin & 
Ptnrs., 21, Russell-sq., W.C.1 
Lambeth.—DeveLopMENT. hel C.C. have approved 
the acquisition of the site of 9-17, Aytoun-rd. by 
B.C. on which to erect 12 dwellings. The architects 
a Hy be Gollins, Melvin & Ptnrs, 21, Russell-sq., 


Bg oom -DEVELOPMENT.—Sites 15-19, Rattray-rd., 

, Bankton-rd., 1, Guildford-rd. and 55-58, Thorne- 

- are to be developed by 10 dwellings for B.C. 

L.C.C. have approved their acquisition, and Gollins, 

Melvin & Ptnrs., 21, Russell-sq., W.C.1, are 
appointed, as architects. 

_Lambeth.—Site Purcnase.—The acquisition of 
site 22-30, Knowle-rd. by B.C. for erecting 6 dwel- 
lings has received L.C.C. approval. Architects are 
Gollins, Melvin & Ptnrs., 21, Russell-sq., W.C.1. 

Lambeth.—ProposeD DrEVELOPMENT.—32-46, Railton- 
td. and 2-6, Dexter-rd. are to be purchased by B.C. 
with L.C.C.’s approval, to erect 12 dwellings 
thereon. Architects appointed are Gollins, Melvin 
& Ptnrs., 21, Russell-sq., W.C.1 

Lewisham.—Hovsine.—L.C.C, planning permission 
has been granted to Mayell, Webb & Hart, archi- 
tects, 173, Holland Park-ave., W.11, to erect 5 
houses at 11-26, Malyons-ter. 

_Lewisham.—Factory.—B.C. have raised no objec- 
tion to the proposal of Sir Robert Tasker & Ptnrs., 
architects, 1, Staple Inn, W.C.1, to erect a factory 
in Bromley-rd. 

Leyton.—Fats.—B.E. & S. is to prepare a scheme 
for the erection of a four-storeyed block of one- 
bedroom fiats on land adjoining Rex Cinema, Ley- 
tonstone, for the consideration of the Housing and 
Town Planning Committee. 

Romford.—Hovses.—A. Wilson & Ptnrs., sur- 
veyors, 8, Storey’s-gate, Westminster. S.W.1, have 
prepared a scheme for 32 houses in Growlands-ave. 
and Barton-ave. 

St. Pancras.—F.iats.—A scheme for 46 flats to be 
erected in Judd-st. has been prepared by D. oe 
Hall, architect, 6, Mason’s-yard, Duke-st., 8.W.1. 

Watford.—Hovses.—32 houses are to be erected 
for R.D.C. in Anthony-cl., Green-la., Oxhey. The 
architects are Dawe, Carter & Ptnrs., 83, High-st., 
Watford. 


West Ham.—Dwe.iincs.—77 flats and 32 houses 
- — for the Whitwell-rd. area, E.13, by 
the Boro’ A. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Almwick.—R.D.C. to build six houses at Hauxley. 
Architects, Reavell & Cahill, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., 
Alnwick. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—B.C. approved plans for ex- 
tensions to works at Victoria Mill, Ryecroft-st., for 
Stalybridge Rubber Co., Ltd., and replacement of 
existing office block with new buildi at Vir- 
ginia House, Cedar-st., for J. A. Pattreiouex, Ltd. 


Barnsley.—Trustees of Laithes-cres. Methodist 
Church propose “og of a new church. 

Birmingham toa further housing 
scheme at Ricans a., Rubery 


okburn.—-T.C. seek M.O.H approval for, new 
workshops for the blind at Watson-st. 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
CEMENT CHEAPER 
The Cement Makers’ Federation has announced 
that from October 1 the price of cement packed in 
paper bags has been reduced by 3s. a ton. Cement 
delivered in bulk or in returnable packages is not 
affected. 


PLASTERBOARD REDUCTIONS 

The Gypsum Building Products Association 
announce that a reduction has been made in the 
price of gypsum plasterboard, the general effect 
of which is that all prices of wallboard, baseboard 
and lath are decreased by 4d. per sq. yd. 

The reduced prices take effect in respect of materials 
despatched by the manufacturers on and after 
October 1. 











Boldon (Co. Durham).—Joseph Potts & Sons, 
John-st., Sunderland, have prepared layout plans 
for development of the Rockcliffe sia 2 Estate for 
the Administrators of the late Mr. H. R. Atkin- 
son.—U.D.C. will place another contract shortly 
for 40 houses on section 3 of Boldon housing 
scheme. 

Bolton.—B.C. approved plans for additions at 
East Bank, Castle-st., for Vantona Textiles, Ltd. 

Bromsgrove.—U.D.C. to consider scheme by A. J. 
Mucklow, Ltd., for 30 houses at Callowbrook Farm. 

Burton-on-Trent.—T.C. propose adaptation of 
Hunters Lodge, Horninglow-rd., as a home for the 
aged, 

Carlisle.—City Council is in touch with J. Laing & 
Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle, and Barwick Bros., 
Gilsland, regarding erection of further houses. 

Carlisle.—War Dept. to erect married quarters at 
Durranhill Camp. 

Chadderton.—P.C. Council of St. Mark’s propose 
erection of permanent church to replace temporary 
structure. 

Chester.—John Summers & Sons, Ltd., propose 
further expenditure of £5,000,000 on developments 
to steelworks. 

Chesterfield.—T.C. propose housing development 
at Brookside. 

Coventry.—R.C. sch. at Penny Park-la. included 
in 1953/4 programme:—Art gallery proposed at 
Jordan Well, at £300,000. Architects, Albert 
Herbert & Son, Leicester. 

Crompton.—U.D.C. propose erection of houses for 
4,500 of Oldham’s overspill population. Work to 
commence in 1954. 

Daventry.—R.D.C. approved layout for 28 houses 
at West Haddon. Tenders to be invited for first 


_14. Plans by Surveyor, H. Bonsor. 


Daventry.—T.C. to consider modified scheme for 
construction of a swimming-pool (Direct Labour). 

Denbighs.—C.C. propose purchase of Westminster 
Hotel, Wrexham, for students’ hostel. 

Easington (Co. Durham).—Durham Div. Coal 
Brd. is planning erection of a washery and coke- 
works at South Hetton. 

Gosforth (Northumberland).—U.D.C. proposes six 
shops, Wansbeck-rd. area, to plans by C. Wyld, S. 
No contracts let. 

Gosport.—Layout soa for 6 houses in Queen’s- 
rd. and 5 in Brougham-st. to be erected for B.C. 
have been approved by the Plans and Bldgs. Com. 











ASTOLAT 
TIMBER BUILDINGS 


GATES & 
FENCINGS 


All Astolat products enjoy the highest 
reputation for quality throughout Gt. Britain. 


ASTOLAT CLEFT 
(jl ig m- CHESTNUT 
tI | FENCING 
wie ‘vinlula 


THR at + Hay Can be supplied ex stock. 















Write for catalogue to the 
actual manufacturers. 


ASTOLAT Cco., LTD. 


14, PEASMARSH, GUILDFORD Tel. 5211 











October 3 1952 


Hebburn-on-Tyne.—U.D.C. Surveyor (R. ©. Bes- 
tew) has ‘prepared layout ae or 32 houses on 
land adjoining Mill-la—J. M. _— (Jun.), Ltd., 
builders, Back Glen-st., Hebburn, have applied for 
licences to erect 12 semi-detached villas.—U.D.C. 

rect ‘‘ Macmillan ”’ type houses on the Camp- 
bell Park No. 2 site which is now ready for 
development. 

Hereford.—Proposals made by yn, Ps for erec- 
tion of 4 flats at the junction of Golden Post and 
Villa-st., Hunderton, are to be submitted by City C. 
for ministerial approval. 

Hereford.—City 8. is to prepare for ministerial 
consideration a scheme for conversion of further 
blocks at Foxley estate to provide 160 units. 


Jarrow-on-Tyne.—T.C. seeking loan sanction Af 
£9,950 for 10 old people’s bungalows and £39,171 
for 30 houses at Simonside. Boro’ s., = VW. 
Perkins. 

Kidderminster.—Work to commence shortly on 
erection of first stage of ~— of Further Edu- 
cation, Stage 1 (£130,000 est.): 

Lancs.—E.C.’s 1953/4 we programme is 
follows :—Worsley .C. 43,120) ; Whitefield 
Higher-Ja. sec. mod. $134,640)" Middleton Bowlee 
cty. .330); Middleton Bowlee jun. 
(£48,320) ; ‘Middleton Bowlee sec. mod. (£134,640) ; 
Droylsden Little Moss sec. mod. for boys (£134,640) ; 
Widnes Ditchfield-rd. cty. inf. (£37,750). G. Noel 
Hill, Cty. A., Preston. 

Leeds.—T.C. to approve sketch plans for im- 
provements to Town Hall, including two additional 
courts on first floor (£12,000 est.). Plans by City A. 

Limehurst.—_R.D.C. approved erection of 160 
houses at Ney-st.-Newmarket-rd. site, Waterloo, for 
Ashton-under-Lyne B.C. 


Liverpoo!.—aAlterations proposed to bottling stores 
at Byrom-st. and Gt. Crosshall-st., for Bents 
Brewery Co., Ltd. (architect, Sir A. E. Shennan, 17, 


North John-st., Liverpool).—Extensions at 17/25, 


Primrose-hill, for R. Scott (architect, H. Tranton, 
10, Dale-st., Liverpool). 
Manchester.—United Hospitals Brd. propose 


alterations to ground floor of Aurh] Ward to Royal 
nfirmary to form out-patients’ dept. Architects, 
T. Worthington & Sons, Oxford-rd., Manchester. 
Manchester.—G. Brady & Co., Ltd., Manchester, 
propose engineering factory, Jersey-st., Ancoats. 
Manchester.—R.C. sch. proposed at Firbank-m., 
Baguley. Architects, Reynolds & Scott, 9, Albert- 
sq., Manchester.—Extensions semienen at Withing- 


ton girls’ sch., Wellington-rd., Withington. Arcm- 
tects, J. Beaumont & Sons, Danlee-bldgs., 
Spring-gdns., Manchester. 


Manchester.—Reg. Hospital Brd. approve follow- 
ing schemes :—Preston Royal Infirmary, operating 
theatres (£28,948) and physiotherapy dept. 
(£12,066) 

Ministry to approve following schemes :—Casualty 
dept. at Chorley & District Hospital (£16,470). 
Improvements to existing Part 3 accommodation to 
provide chronic sick unit (£21,977) at Fairfield 
Genera] Hospital; adaptations to provide E.N.T. 
unit at Beaumont Hospital, Lancaster (£11,305) ; 
provision of mortuary at Oldham & District General 
(£9,480); provision of treatment centre and nurses’ 
training “unit at Lancaster Moor (£18,500). 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—E.C. has been asked by 
M.O-E. to include in next year’s building pro- 
gramme the Rutherford gram. sch. and the Stocks- 
field-ave. prim. sch. Contracts for the work were 
allocated some months ago to A. Anderson, Ltd., 
Stanmore-rd., Newcastle, for Rutherford gram. sch. 
and Greorge Bainbridge, Westgate-rd., Newcastle 
for Stocksfield- py yr Plans for Rutherford 
gram. sch. are by City A., 18, Cloth- “2 New- 
castle, and for Stocksfield-ave. sch. ae 
Browne, Sons and Harding, Peatt Ghdge. North- 
umberland-st., Newcastle. 

ee tee cee & Edwards, 18, Eldon- 
sq., Newcastle, have been appointed quantity sur- 
veyors and Gregory & Partners, Pilgrim House, 
Newcastle, heating and electric lighting consult- 
ants, for converting Jesmond Dene House into 
special sch. for E.C. 

Peterlee (Co. Durham).—Peterlee Development 
€orpn., Shotton Hall, Castle Eden, Co. Durham, is: 
planning erection of a community centre to serve 
the residents on Eden Hill estate. 

Ramsbottom.—U.D.C. to consider in detail 
scheme for construction of bus stn. in town centre. 

Rawdon (Yorks).—Airedale & Wharfedale Joint 
Crematorium Com, propose erection of a new cre- 
matorium on site of Mitchell Memorial Home 
estate (£50,000 est.). 

Sale.—B.C. propose construction of crematorium 
in conjunction with other local authorities. 

; a. .D.C. propose 66 houses at Rectory- 
a. site 

Stockport.—B.€. to place early contract for blocks 
of flats’ 2 os Covent Garden site. Architects, Harry 
8. Fairhurst & Son, 55, Brown-st., Manchester. 

Tarleton (Lancs).—Two classrooms proposed at 
Church schs. 

ee. —Plans are to be prepared by Tasker 
& Child, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 
a pow th Phas Church and Hall in Verne-rd. 

Walsall.—B.C. to convert 8, High-st. inte office 
accommodation for police force, with canteen ob 
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ground floor. Quantity surveyors, Collins & 
Britton, 39, Bennetts-hill, Birmingham 2.—B.C. 
reeeived approval for completion of second storey 
to old cleansing stn. (£15,000).—E.C. received 
approval for Stage 11 of new sec. tech. college 
(£100,000 est.). 

Weardale.—R.D.C. has purchased a site for 110 
houses. Architect, J. Lawton, Galgate, Barnard 
Castle. 

West Riding.—C.C. received approval for new 
fire stn. at Meltham Mill, near Huddersfield (£10,000 
est.), and conversion of fire stns. at Cleckheaton, 
Barnoldswiek and Earby (£8000/£10,000 each). 

Whitefield.—U.D.C. to issue licence to Bleakley & 
— Ltd., Radcliffe, for 10 houses at Wingate- 
r. 


Whitworth.—U.D.C. to erect 40 houses at Wall- 
bank estate. Architects, A. Brocklehurst & Co., 
Martins Bank-chbrs., Waterfoot. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted, 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

q Dee accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Amesbury (Wilts)—Works for R.D.C. 10 houses 
at Durrington: “Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd., 
£12,485; 11 houses: *Sims Bros., £16,580. 

Bradford and Melksham.—Erection of 13 houses 
at Hilperton, for R.D.C.: *R. Best & Son, Ltd., 
£18,643 

Brighton.—Eight pairs of police houses, for 
T.C.: *Knight Bros. (Brighton), Ltd., £28,400. 

Brighton.—Erection of 14 old people’s bungalows 
at Manor Farm estate: *Rice & Son, Ltd., £16,452. 

Carlisle-—Erection of new jun. sch. at Harraby, 
for E.C. City E., L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st., 
Carlisle: *John Laing & Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle, 
£75,331. 

Carlisle.—100 houses at Upperby West site, for 
T.C.: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Carlisle, £135,282. 

Carnforth.—10 houses at-Highfield/Kellett-rd. site, 
for U.D.C.:, *J. Siddle, 86, Church-st., Lancaster, 
£13,188. 

Cheadle.—Erection of public conveniences at 
Tean, for R.D.C.: *E. W. Lovatt & Sons, Ltd. 

Corby.—Erection of 342 houses on the Lodge 
Park estate, for U.D.C.: *Sherrif & Co., Leicester, 
£417,910. 

Croydon.—Seven houses, for B.C._ at _Wilford-rd. 
and Forster-rd. area: “Messrs. G. E. Hubble, 
£11,928 5s. 

Ffestiniog.—Erectien of a factory at Blaenau. 
*Salem Engineering Co., Shotton and Derby. 

Friern Barnet.—Erection of 24 flats at Denham- 
rd., for B.C.: *Parsons Brothers and Jennings, Ltd., 
£41,988. 

Glasgow.—Erection of new 
Saracen Foundry, Possilpark: 
struction Co., Ltd. 

Glasgow.—Erection of houses at Camphill-ave., 
for the Corporation. Archibald G. Jury (A.), archi- 
tect, Corporation Housing Offices, The Trongate, 
Glasgow. Excavation, brick, building and allied 
works: *Wilson Bros. (Builders), Ltd., £15,424; 
joinery, carpentry and allied works: “Dick | 
Benzies, Ltd. Pollockshields, £10,332; steel win- 
dow casements and doors and allied works: *The 
Crittall Manufacturing Co., Ltd., £10,942. (Other 
contracts let.) 

Glendale.—Erection of 10 houses at Wark for 
the R.D.C. Surveyor, A. R. Field, Council Offices, 
Wooler, Northumberland: *T. Eairnington & Sons, 
Branxton, Cornhill-on-Tweed. 

Greenwich.—(a) 60 flats, Beaconsfield-rd., Black- 
heath; (b) 24 flats, Coldbath-st., Greenwich; and 
(c) three maisonettes, 2, The Village, Charlton; for 
B.C. C. H. Jennings, M.Eng., M.Inst.C.E., B.E. & 
S. Quantities (for a & b) by G. F. K. White, 
F.R.I.C.S., and for (c), Burley, Lane & Partners. 
(a): *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 100, Park-la., 
W.1, £127,412; (b): *Chamberlain Industries, Ltd., 
Leyton, E.10, £47,389; (c): *Jones & Feasey, Ltd., 
Rushey Green, 8.E.6, £13,975. 

Halesowen.—10 houses at Howley Grange estate, 
for T.C.: *Samuel Parkes (Builders), Ltd., 153, 
Powke-la., Blackheath, Birmingham, £13,327. 

Hereford.—9%2 Cornish Unit type J.28 houses, and 
164 Cornish Unit type J.21 flats, at_ Newton Farm 
estate, for City C.: *Selleck Nicholls & Co., Ltd., 
£317,288. 

Hereford.—Shedding at Cattle Market, for City 
C: *F. H. Dale, Leominster, £12,613. 

Heston ang Isleworth.—Erection of a block of 6 
flats on the Cecil-rd. housing site: 
© Graham Smith (Builders), Ltd., London, 

Major Constructors, Ltd., London, W.3__ ... 
Callow and Wright, Ltd., Willesden Green, 
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Linzells, Ltd., Putney, S.W.15 7,141 
W. E. Deacon, East Twickenham _.... 6,839 
Hodgkinson Bros., Ltd., Ashford, Middx 6,781 
General Housing Co., Ltd., Ealing, W.5 ... 6,250 
Lancasters Contractors (London), Ltd., 
Wembley is dae pes ee. aon «. 6,250 
C. Royal & Co., Ltd., London, 8.W.1 6,179 
*A. E. Mace & Son, Ltd., Hounslow ... .. 5,693 
Ketton.—Erection of 26 houses, for R.D.C.: 


*Morton Potter, Ltd., Leicester, £31,288. 
Lancaster.—212 dwellings at Ridge. estate, for 

City C. L. Lyons, City E., Town Hall :-- 

J. Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Manchester .-. £320,088 
R. Fielding & Son, Blackpool... oa «. 318,155 
R. L. Dilworth, Ltd., Lancaster 317,912 


J. Parkinson & Sons, Ltd., Lancaster ... 315,189 
Wm. Townson & Sons, Ltd., Bolton, Lancs 314,688 
F. W. Nelson, Lancaster 314,327 


*Nicholson & Wright, Ltd., Willow-la., 
Lancaster ... su a use pal .. 300,371 
Liverpool.—Works for City Council:—Roads and 

sewers at Croxteth estate: *Lloyd & Cross, Ltd., 

68, Argyle-st., Birkenhead, £137,060; 238 dwellings 

and 12 garages at Sparrow Hall estate: *Nether- 

ton Building & Construction Co., Ltd., Sandy-rd., 

Liverpool 21, £365,133; six flats at Norwood-gr.: 

*Neodox, Ltd., 15, Earle-st., Liverpool 3, £11,306; 

24 flats at Bidder-st.: *Netherton Building & Con- 

struction Co., Ltd., 150, Sandy-rd., Liverpool 21, 

£44,476; 63 flats with site works at Laxey-st.: 

*Direct Labour, £112,000; 10 houses at Newburn- 

st.: *W. W. Kenney, Ltd., 92, Liverpool-rd. North, 

Maghull, nr. Liverpool, £15,291; four houses at 

Perth-st.: *W. A. McDonald & Co., Ltd., 157, 

Breckfield-rd. North, Liverpool 5, £7,110; 20 dwell- 

ings at Kinglake-st. and Highgate-st.: *Tysons 

(Contractors), Ltd., Dryden-st., Liverpool 5, £36,540; 

two houses at Bodmin-rd.: *W. W. Kenney, Ltd., 

£3,201; eight houses at Tetlow-st.: *W. W. Kenney, 

Ltd., £13,528; 15 flats with site works at Warwick- 

gdns.: *Direct Labour, £25,150; 12 flats with site 

works at Warwick-gdns.: *Direct Labour, £20,150; 
rebuilding three flats at Birkett-st.: “‘Hibberts 

(Builders), Ltd., 103, Rockbank-rd., Liverpool 153, 

£4,857; rebuilding 15 flats at Holy Cross-pl., Adling- 

ton-st. and St. Stephen’s-pl.: *Albert Bros., Ltd., 

29, Tynwa!d-hill, Liverpool 13, £10,861. 

Construction of Junior Dept. of Broad Green-rd. 
cty. prim. sch.: *F. C. Bloomfield & Co., Ltd., 71, 
Almonds-green, Liverpool 12, £49,810. 

External painting of 835 dwellings at Norris 
Green estate: *J. Prescott, 2, Corona-bidgs., 
Liverpool 23, £7,996. 

Liverpool.—74 houses at Brodie-ave., Cooper-ave. 


and Martin-rd. Architects, Heaton & Crawford, 
Liverpeol: *If. Lucas & Son (Liverpool), Ltd., 
Liverpool. 


{London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by —Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiralty:— Potterhill; Erection of 17_ officers’ 
houses including site works. Dougall & Co., Ltd., 


Glasgow-rd., Dumbarton. — Milltown : Erection of 
4 officers’ houses including site works, James 


Blake, Ltd., 7, Albyn-ter., Aberdeen. 
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GLondon (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Ad- 
miralty :-— 

Portsmouth; Re-roofing generating station, F. J. 
Privett, Ltd., Privett House, pnor-rd., Ports- 
mouth. Yeovilton: Dismantle and re-erect hangar, 
Bellman Hangars, Ltd., Termina] House, Grosvenor- 
gdns., S.W.1. Ports : Erection of workshop, 
etc., F. J. Privett, Ltd., Privétt House, Copnor-rd., 
Portsmouth. Kete: Erection of 17 officers’ houses 
including site works, Gibson and King, Ltd., Great 
North-rd., Milford Haven. Lossiemouth: Erection 
of 4 officers’ houses ingluding site works, James 
Blake, Ltd., 7, Albyn-ter., Aberdeen. Deptjerd: 
Repairs to roads, Cawood Wharton & Co., Ltd., 
Cavendish _. House, 585, Woolwich-rd., S.E.7. 
R.N.A.S., St. Merryn: Repair roadway, W. and J. 
Glossop, Ltd., 101, Cowick-st., Exeter. R.N. 
Hospital, Haslar: Reconstruction work, Keith 
Andrew & Co., 7, Warwick-st., Worthing. Ports- 
mouth: Asphalting roofs, Ragusa Asphalte Paving 
eA aah is Ste oy — We sgn 

angars, M. A. J eton (Contracte: 
Ltd., Bilston-st., Welveuhoiepten. . nsepiinn 

Glonden (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended September 27:— 

Civil engineering: Fleming Bros., Glasgow; R. 
Watson & Co. (Const. Engs.), Ltd., Bolton. Build. 
ing work: A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., 
Weyhill, Hants; T. J. Lovell & Son, Ltd., Gerrards 
Cross, Bucks. Erection of hutting: G. and J. 
Seddon, Ltd., Manchester. Construction of fuel 
installation ; M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd 
Sheffield. General maintenance work: Robert Scase 
& Son, Ltd., Surbiton, Surrey. 

London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed 
during week ended September 20 EOS: 

London : Queen Victoria Memorial-gdns., The 
Mall, and Admiralty Arch, Erection of temporary 
stands, Steel ig » Co., Ltd., 82, Victoria-st.. 
8.W.1; Citadel-bidg., Admiralty, Whitehall, Internal 
painting, Alfred Bagnall & Sons, Ltd., 141, Uxbridge 
Td.. W.12. Glamorgan: H.M. Prison Commission 
Llwy ndern-rd., Cardiff, Site works and erection of 2 
houses, W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes. 
Gloucester: Stoke Orchards Airfield, Cheltenham. 
Erection of two W.D. sheds for M.O.F.. R. C. Moore 
Ltd., Armscroft-rd., Gloucester. Herefordshire : 
P.O. Supplies, Holmer-rd., Hereford, Roof insula- 
tion, Rudders & Paynes, Ltd.. Chester-st., Aston 
Birmingham 6. Northumberland: Station’ Sorting 
Office, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Internal and externa! de- 
coration, William Holt (N/C), Ltd., 4, Sandyford- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne; Ministry of Labour E.E. 
594/596, Welbeck-rd., Walker, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
Adaptations, William Jackson, Esq., 5, Audley-rd.. 


Gosforth, _Newecastle-on-Tyne; Ministry of F 
Lairage Back Shot, Factory-la., River Brides 
Arches, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Roofing and adapta- 


tions, Ralph Bowey & Sons, Ltd. x - 
st.. Byker, Newcastle-on-Tyne "i oe 
Nottingham : Rampton Hospital, nr. Retford, Ex- 
tension to piggery, Croft Granite, Brick and Con- 
crete Co., Ltd., Croft, Leics; Rampton Hospital, 
nr. Retford, Repairs to tarred macadam .roads and 
footpaths, Chesterfield Construction Co., Ltd.. Park- 
rd... Chesterfield. Staffordshire: Ministry of Supply 
Walton Housing estate, Stone, Refelting of roofs. 
Neuchatel Asphalte Co., Ltd., 189, Kayley-rd.. Bir- 
mingham. Stirlingshire: T.0.B. Welfare Block 
Stirling, Adaptations to provide accommodation. 
Hanratty & Paul, 74, Leith-walk, Edinburgh. York- 
shire: Ministry of Food Storage, A.E.C. Hostel, 
Eden Camp, Old Malton, Alterations and adapta- 
tions, Jaram & Sons, 20a, Gladstone-st.. Scarborough, 
Yorks; Ministry of Food, A.E.C. Hostel, Thirkleby 
Alterations and adaptations, J. Stockdale & Son. 83, 
South-par., Northallerton, Yorks; Temporary Tele- 
ore ya Keweele, Pontefract, Brec- 
of two “ bath ” ty uts, Exors. o 
52. Northgate, Pontefract. sia emaaaie 
‘London (War Dept.).—Works contracts plac 
W.D. during week ended September 20> si 
Norfolk : Roadwork, a Quarries. Ltd., 
London, N.1. Midlothian: Building work, J. Boland 
& Co., Edinburgh 7; G. & R. Cousin, Edinburgh. 
png eee ation Le U.D.C. 10 houses: *Wool- 
away Constructions, Ltd., £13,265; houses: *F. 
Rendell & Son, Ltd., £49,089. ba . “ 


Morpeth.—F rection of five houses and 12 flats: 
*A. R. Robertson, Ltd., East Park View, Blyth, 
£18,868. 

Morpeth.—Erection of four houses and 20 flats; 
*J. Wilson, Ltd., 25, Oldgate, Morpeth, £25,530. 
__Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Reconstruction of the super- 
intendent’s lodge and office at All Saints’ Cemetery, 
for City C. G. Kenyon, City A., 18, Cloth-market, 
Newcastle: *G. L. rrie, 13, Balmoral-ter., New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Shoreditch.—Erection of blocks 8, 9 and 10 on 
the St. Mary’s estate; block 5 on the Kingsland 
estate; and block 6 (12 maisonettes) on the new 
North Road area of the Wenlock Barn estate: 
*Walter Lawrence & Son, Ltd., £172,767, £24,691 
and £24,764. (Subject to Ministry approval.) 

Stalybridge.—84 houses and 24 flats at Stamford 
Park housing estate, for T.C. Howard & Benson, 
architects, 88, Mosley-st., Manchester 2:— 


W. Storrs & Co., Ltd., Stalybridge... ... £171,999 
W. G. West, Ltd., Stockport song wes we 154,880 
G. H. Godfrey Son, Manchester 153,141 
Dean & Whipp, Ltd., Hyde... ... ... 149,510 
Kenyon Construction Co., Ltd., Manchester 147,569 
Mr. B. Armitage, Hyde... ... 2. =... 146,92 


492 
G. Hartley & Son, Ltd., Oldham ..._... 143,661 
*Plasterers (Ashton- under- sane), Lid., 
Ashton-under-Lyne te 5 . 136,070 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 


ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
And over 100 Provincial Branches 


Phone or write: 


SECRETARY, 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 


Telegrams: ** EFEMBE, Holb, London"’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 








THE BUILDER 


West Wilts Hospital Management Committee.— 
Construction of new sanitary annexes at S&t. 
George’s Hospital, Semington: *F. Rendell & 
Sons, Ltd., of Devizes, £7,771. 

Whitley oy of 28 houses* at Seaton 
Sluice, for U.D.C. Surveyor, Roberts, Council 
ffices, Whitley Ba *Castles, Lid., 105, Close- 
field-grove, Whitley ay, £37,622. 

Witney.—Erection of 100 houses by the Windrush 
Valley Housing Association, Ltd., on its Park 
Farm estate, for U.D.C.: “fFaylor Woodrow, Ltd., 
£129,004 (as * amended). 

Woodstock.—Erection of 12 flats, two pairs of 
houses, four old people’s dwellings and a block of 
— houses in Rectory-la., —— for B.C.: 

. H. Kingerlee & Son, Ltd., £40.83 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


R. A. Nicholson and a (Yachthaven), 
Ltd.  (511060.) Regd. Aug. designe. bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Sub. : i Nichol- 
son, Moorings, Fir’ Tree- rd., TB hy Surrey. 

Collyer and Amesbury, Ltd. (511032.) Regd. 
Aug. 30, 78, Minley-rd., Cove, Farnborough, Hants, 
bldrs., etc. Nom. cap., £1,500. Dir.: A. O. Collyer, 
78, Minley-rd., Cove, Farnborough. 

George Patchett and Co., Ltd. (511089.) Regd. 
Sept. 1, 82a, Melrose-rd., Gainsborough, plumbers, 
ainters, etc. Nom. cap: 3,000. Dir.: G. E. 
ainsborough, 


atchett, 7, Hotspur-rd Lincs. 
Mead, Evans and Co., Ltd. (511102:) ‘Regd. 
Sept. 1, 202, Green-la., Palmers-green, N.13, bidrs., 








a lS 
STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 


and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy a, Dh 2p Strand, London, W.C.2 
TEMple Bar 5621 














Boyle's ..c-e,.. Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 

















October 3 1952 


etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. ae E. J. Mead, The 
Beeches, Watton- at-stone, Her 

L. Price and Co. (Builders), Tid. (511106.) Regd. 
Sept. 1 154, High Holborn, W.C.1. Nom. cap.: £500. 
Dir.: T. F. Price, 15, Compton- rd., N.1. 


Macoul, Xa , Oui.) Regd. Sept. . J or. 
no te bldgs., etc. Nom 
Din: ge * sooton-at., “Shotield. 4 4. 











KILN DRIED T. & G. 


IN OAK, BEECH, LOLIONDO 
MAHOGANY MUAVE, ETC. 


STRIP FLOORING T.& G. & E.M. 


MITCHELL BROS. LTD. 
MARK STREET, LIVERPOOL 5 


BROAD-ACGHESON 


Moy-¥e):19-0. 01) (CM -) 5eoleLe) 


8th EDITION 
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TECHNICAL BROCHURE 


for latest data 
BROAD & CO.LTD., 4SOUTH WHARF 


LONDON, W.2. PADdington 706I 








THE ESSEX STEEL 


SCAFFOLDING oe 


SALES, HIRE 

ERECTION 

CRADLES yt 

9, HIGH BEECH ROAD | 
LOUGHTON ESSEX 












TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 





























E.C.l 








GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


Registered Office : 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 


MONarch 7597-8 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 
CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


Works : 
CRAYFORD BRIDGE 
KENT 
Bexley Heath 5651-4 
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